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“I shall pass through this life but once. Any good therefore that

| can do, let medo it now. Let me not defer or neglect it.
For | shall never pass this way again”
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My Beloved Druze Society,

It is with great pride | present the latest issue of the magazine - our biggest
issue to date. It is an exciting time, in what seems 4 short years we have
grown and built bridges to Druze everywhere around the world. Since we Dr. Obeid at HARVARD 10
started this magazine we have seen and felt our communities coming together,

Inside this issue:

. L : Prof. Kais Firro - HOLYLAND 5)

new chapters being started and more youth becoming involved and active. In
this issue alone we celebrate FIVE Druze Conventions around the world. As S MR NESEEKING TAWHID =
we march forward, we continue to see the positive growth as communities AUSTRALIA - Letter To Sheikh 0
organize and build strong ties with each other. Dr. Charafeddine - SCREENING 17
. . Samera Al Rayes - SLOWDOWN 26

We need to keep this momentum going! ey L

Peter Boukzam - Inspirational 38

My wife and | have travelled a great deal this year to many communities DRUZE OF THE YEAR
and it has been our pleasure to encourage everyone but most importantly the :
youth to become active participants. We must empower ourselves, especially

our greatest resource, our youth. S AAISTORY gl
NIGERIA 67
The enlightened teachings of our forefathers, which they courageously JORDAN 11,40
fought and died for, are ideals that are widely accepted as fundamental truths USA-MICHIGAN 2425
now (ie. women’s rights, no slavery, One God and much more). Our bold AUSTRALIA 20
leaders in the past sacrificed much so that we could hold this treasure in our A
hands today. The treasure we have now needs only to be polished from it's LEEANON =
dust and brought into the light. HOLYLAND 144654
. . o USA-North Carolina 34-35
We are at an exciting time of great change and we must embrace this time USA-Washington 5761
to make our mark and not allow ourselves to become a small footnote in B 23'55
history. The magazine is an attempt to stem the tide and assist with the :
evolution of our culture as the world will surely dilute us if we do not take CONVENTIONS
action to preserve it while making it relevant for our future generations. CANADA CONVENTION 1BTRR6
Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine is the one and T EDW it
only voice of the Druze. Itisan honor to be able to provide this great USAWASHINGTONCONV. | 12133147
service to the community and the world. USA-CLEVELAND CONV. 4243

We love our community, and we believe there is no other like it. Itis R SONVENTION e
up to us to lead the path to the future. UPCOMING EVENTS 64

YOUTH ARTICLES

Faithfully yours,

BRAZIL-Suellen Abou E Hosn 858

Stauti LEBANON-Rima Salloom 14
LEBANON-Nayla Baraki 22

HOLYLAND-Lozan Zaher 32

AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE Expect more great USA-Feten Diab 36
PUBLISHER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: SHAUKI HALIME headlines in USA-Ghayda Hammad 45
DESIGN & CREATIVE DIRECTOR: MRS. S. HALIME upcoming issues. Weddings 63

What we are about & Contact Info 66

Nurture your mind with great thoughts; to believe in the heroic makes heroes.
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 CANADA

Wow, what a beautiful Conven-
tion under the leadership of Mr. Imad
Chehayeb, President of the Edmon-
ton Chapter. His hard work, direction
and guidance of the society for many
years showed in the strength of the
many close bonds in the community.
He is President for a second term.

The warmth and hospitality of
the Edmonton Community as hosts
of the 6th Annual event was excep-
tional with an outstanding Conven-
tion Committee who worked tirelessly
to ensure everyone had a fantastic
time.

Edmonton has one of the largest
Druze communities concentrated in
one place with over 5,000 Druze. As
well as having the largest Druze
Home. The Edmonton Community is
very active, keeping it's connections
by hosting on the 1st Sunday of
every month - Social Sunday, held in
the Druze House. It includes Druze
Religious seminars from 3:30 to 5:30
pm. As well as time to socialize and
interact with members of the
community playing ping pong,

Back Gammon, cards, etc.

Many activities during the
convention kept everyone
busy, from seminars, a dinner
& live entertainment at the
Druze Home, Youth Party, 8
Picnic and a Gala Evening &
with over 700 attendees. The
Gala Night was held at the §-
prestigious Convention Centre
in Downtown Edmonton over-
looking the beautiful river val-
ley. We were all honored by the
presence of The Premier of Alberta &
his wife, The Mayor of Edmonton &
his wife along with other distin-
guished guests. The evening was
an event to remember with a dance
show, fashion show, live singers and
band. What a night!

EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

EDMONITON, ALBERTA

Druze Convention
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Imad Chehayeb
President Edmonton
Druze Chapter

‘,1 N

Ed Stelmach-Premier of Alberta

| .

Imad Chehayeb receives Award for Outstanding

Contributions from Shauki & Sarah Halime on
behalf of Druze Worldwide

All our appreciation to everyone T EQ
RGANCCCIE NNl | cft to Right: Stephen Mandel-Mayor of Edmonton,
standing success. Thank you. < Ed Stelmach-Premier of Alberta, Shauki Halime,
Nabil Chehayeb, Mayor of Tofield

. &
www.DruzeWorldwide.com #% HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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This short article is based
on the Israeli archives.

n November 15, 1930, ninety-six

Druze dignitaries sent a letter to

the British High Commissioner in
Palestine, proclaiming the neutrality of
their tiny minority (10,000 in 1930) in the
Zionist-Palestinian conflict (State
Archives, hereafter SA, 3/31/N.l./550,
letter on 15-11-1930).

With the outbreak of the Palestinian
Revolt in 1936, the Zionists were anxious
to guarantee, in vain, the neutrality of
Druzes in Syria and Lebanon when some
of them joined the Palestinian camp.
While the majority of the Palestinian
Druzes were maintaining their neutrality
until 1948, a Druze battalion of five
hundred Syrian and Lebanese Druzes
took part in the war of 1948 against the
Zionist forces. According to an Israeli
report, one hundred Druzes from the

battalion were killed in the battle of Husha
1948 (Hagana

-Kasayer on 16 April
Archives, hereafter HA
105/195, Report of 2-5
-1948).

When many parts
of northern Palestine
including Tiberias and
Haifa were falling to
the Zionist forces in
April, Shakib Wahhab,
the commander of the
battalion kept calling
the headquarters of
Arab Liberation Army (ALA) in Damascus
for reinforcement (Wahhab's letters were
captured in Malkiyya after the dissolution
of his battalion, IDF Archives 957/52/13).

HOLY LAND
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Kais M. Firro (Ph.D 1979, France) is a full professor at the University of Haifa. He has published
tens of articles on economic history, ethnicity and nationalism and six books: Silk in Lebanon, 1860-

1914 (1986); A History of the Druzes (1992); The Druzes in the Jewish State (1999); Inventing
Lebanon: Nationalism and the State Under the Mandate (2003); Metamorphosis of the Nation
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By: Prof. Kais M. Firro, Ph.D.

(2009); Lebanon: The Challenge of Diversity 1943-1976 (in press).
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As result of this hopeless situation, two order to reap their crops, the Druzes
hundred and twelve frustrated soldiers accepted the rules of the game in "the
had already deserted the battalion. On 7 battle for harvest", asking for supplies

May, Wahhab sent ALA his last letter:

and for the possibility of harvesting

"l am beginning to think that your lack their crops: "The fact that from all the
of response ... is based on fields ... only the Druze
some prior intention on your crops were harvested (IDF

part ... We are desperate!

Archives 957/52/13, report

What are we to do? It is ... the Foreign on 1 August 1948). Thus,
impossible to continue this 2 the Druze "elders" decided
way." MImStry revealed not to interfere in the issue
that the true of recruiting young Druze

Under these . ; volunteers, assuming it
circumstances, Jewish objective of might help to safeguard

Intelligence Service officers
launched a campaign to

recruiting Druzes

their community under the
new order (SA C/1318/20

persuade some of the wasto usethem for undated report).
battalion's desperate i

combatants to desert and propaganda Yehoshua Palmon, a
join a minorities Unit in the " @ Zionist  activist  neatly
Israeli Army. During this PUrposes  as the summarized the impact of
time when the harvest Sharp bladeof a using the minorities for
season has begun, the ] . propaganda purposes: "Of
Israeli officers were very Knifetostabinthe course this act has
active to recruit tens of 193 destroyed all ways of going
Palestinian Druzes and back of Arab unlty back [for the Druzes]" (SA
Bedouins to establish the FM  2565/8, report of
minorities Unit (SA C/1318/20, reports on Palmon, 5-8-1948). Ya'akov Shimoni,

the Unit).

When setting fire to
Palestinian grain fields was
part of the Zionist tactics to
force the Palestinians to
leave their villages, Israeli
officers promised to spare
the Druze grain fields from
the same fate of other
fields that came under
Israeli control. The Israelis
turned this policy into a
weapon of economic warfare to win over
Palestinian Druzes who had remained in
their mountainous villages (Benny Morris,
1948 and After, Oxford 1990: 173-187). In

senior official in the Foreign Ministry
revealed that the true objective of
recruiting Druzes was to use them for
“propaganda purposes” as ‘“the sharp
blade of a knife to stab in the back of
Arab unity” (SA, FM 2570/11, Shimoni to
Sasson, 16-8-1948).

The first commander of the Unit
acknowledged that there had been "a
deliberate policy ... to undermine the trust
of the Arab countries in the Druzes" (SA,
FM 7249/49/219, 24-8-1948). Aware of
the impact the Israeli action had on the
relationship of the Druzes with the other
Arabs, Sheikh Amin Tarif, the religious

(Continued on page 19)

Give thanks for what you are now, and keep fighting for what you want to be tomorrow.
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NIGERIA

S

ubmitted By: Sheikh Hasib Moukarim

Ziad Saimua, Abdulmajeed Grizi, Deeb Jarmakani, Shawki Bounassar, Sheikh Ghandi Makarem, Sami Abou Hassan, Sheikh Hasib Moukarim, Faysal Halabi

The total number of Druze in Nigeria is around 350 persons
and that includes the men, women, and children, and they are
located in cities such as Lagos, Ibadan, Abuja, Kaduna, Kano,
and Maiduguri. The oldest Druze families that landed on the
shores of Nigeria before independence from British Colonialism in
1960 last century were :

Barakat, EIKhalil, Shaar, Makarem, AbouHassan,
Graizi, Atallah, Jarmakani, Saimua, Aboul Hosn,
Dabian, Halawi, Zuwaihed, Nouwaihed, Abou
Karroum, Abou Khuzam,and Mudah.

More families came to this country to work in the
seventies and afterwards and they are :

Hariz, Fakhriddene, Warhani, Abou Saif,
Karameh, Nasr, Shriti, EIHalabi, EIAawar, Murad.

While some of the families have relocated to Lebanon,
others are still prospering in Nigeria.

The activities of our community of Druze in Nigeria are
documented as follows :

1. In June 2008, Samahat Sheikh el Akl Sheikh Naim
Hassan, appointed Mr. Hasib Moukarim, as the official
representative of Mashiakhat el Akl in Nigeria. Hasib
Moukarim, was born in Kano,
Nigeria in 1951, to Faiz and
Jamal Moukarim from
Raselmatn, and with his brothers
the Moukarims ownl}
manufacturing enterprises and
real estate in Nigeria.

In November 2009, the
representative of Sheikh el Ak,
and judge in the Druze Court in
Lebanon, Sheikh Ghandi
Makarem, was invited to Lagos

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

Sheikh Ghandi Makarem & Sheikh Hasib Moukarem

to meet the Druze community there, and interact with them.
The guest, Sheikh Ghandi Makarem, was honored by 3
dinners hosted by Hasib Moukarim, Ziad Saimua, the
honorary Consul of Syria in Lagos, and Faysal El Halabi.
And Sheikh Makarem presented during his visit a plaque of
honor to Hasib Moukarim, endorsed by Shaikh el Akl.

3. In April 2010, Dr. Sami Makarem, was again a
guest at the Druze community in Lagos. While he was in
Lagos, Dr. Sami Makarem presented lectures to a
Druze audience, and participated in the Inter-Faith
Conference that was organized by the Lebanese
Church in Lagos, and exchanged thoughts and opinions
with Father Paul Karam, and Sheikh Mohammed
Khatoon, who came to the open conference for the
purpose of dialogue of the three religions. Lunches
were hosted by Hasib Moukarim, Ziad Saimua,

B and Fouad & Samira El Khalil. +

;{ HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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If you don't like how things are, change it! You're not a tree.
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The controversy
surrounding the
construction of the
hydroelectric plant of Belo
Monte — Amazon - Brazil

The construction of the
hydroelectric plant of Belo Monte,
which is being built in Altamira, Brazil,
west of Para State, is considered the
largest and one of the greatest works of
the Federal Government. The
Government promises a program to
accelerate social and economic growth,
not only in the region, but throughout
the country.

This is a project started in February
1989 that has lasted more than 20
years. There are many obstacles the
Government faces in implementing the
project. Environmentalists position
themselves against the project in
defense of the environment, there exist
traditional populations and the
biodiversity of that region is a constant.

The river is approximately 1870 km
long. The project intends to build two
canals to divert the original bed of the
river, through excavation of
approximately 200 million cubic meters,

EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM
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By Suellen Abou EIl Hosn Ribeiro Malato

She is 24 years old, graduated in law, law director of the Cemetery-Park Recanto da

Saudade, the family business located in Belém do Pard, Brazil. Granddaughter of the
Druze Nabih Abou El Hosn and Sueid Abou EI Hosn (in memoriam), her family roots have

always led her to have an interest for the culture and situation of the Druze people worldwide.

Her grandfather Nabih Abou El Hosn constantly attends the Druze Conventions.

causing flooding of 516 square
kilometers, which corresponds to one
third of the city of S&o Paulo.

The impact will be felt for 174 fish
species, 387 reptile species, 440 bird
species, 259 mammal species, not to
mention the endangered species. The
rich biodiversity of the fish is four times
the total number of species found
throughout Europe.

Indigenous peoples shall be
displaced if the Xingu River basin is
flooded. There will be a flagrant
violation of human rights for people
directly effected in the issue, a strong
attack on the sovereignty of the
indigenous peoples that traditionally
occupy these lands.

This is a problem that will reach not
only Brazilians, but the entire
international
community, since the
impact could be felt
across the world. The
American filmmaker
James Cameron was
in the region and was
impressed with what
he saw. He said he will
propose an
international
movement against the
plant planned to be
built along the Xingu
River.

The strong link with the project
director is due to his latest film Avatar,
whose history goes on the planet
Pandora, where the inhabitants of the
planet come into conflict with humans,
who want to explore minerals that will

revolutionize energy production,
causing the destruction fauna and the
forest, features of. It's fiction imitating
reality.

Actress Sigourney Weaver led a
protest in New York against the
construction of Belo Monte
hydroelectric dam in the Amazon and
asked the Brazilian government that it
be a leader in environmental matters.
For Weaver, the Brazilian authorities
should "focus on renewable and energy
efficiency."

The Chief Raoni, an indigenous
leader from the region, was in Paris to
campaign against the construction of
the hydroelectric plant of Belo Monte,
where he met with former French
President Jacques Chirac and asked
for support to prevent construction.
Chirac is coordinator of a foundation

that works in the
environmental
area. According to

the Chief, the
same request was
made to the

French president,
Nicolas Sarkozy.

The construction
o f t h e
hydroelectric plant
of Belo Monte, is
considered the
third largest dam in the world, second
only to China (Three Gorges) and
Brazil - Paraguay (Itaipu). However, the
Plant at the Xingu River will have
consequences across a planet causing
irreparable environmental damage.

Let's Save the Planet! <

k HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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AUSTRALIA

Jan 23 -26, 2010 P

™
| B18 Druze Weekend' g 0{

Events:

Saturday 23rd - The Ice
Breaker

% Meet/Greet over dinner &
entertainment.

Sunday 24th - Faith Forum & ﬂgﬂna—
The Masquerade Ball

Y Traditional Faith Forum.

§| ¢ Formal event-everyone must wear a mask!

Monday 25th — Shop ‘n’ Surf &
Harbour Cruise

7 Free time to enjoy wonderful
beaches or endless shopping
outlets. Bondi Beach or Bondi
Junction Westfield's.

% =15 \ - [
‘ A
’c A spectacular boat cruise on \ % ‘w
. . 15 { =
one of the finest harbours in ‘ 2
the world. The theme for the A 3 . l :
night is an ALL WHITE OR I

BLACK PARTY. Yas Sayegh, Rafah Bealam, Nadine Sayegh

Ramzy Malaeb,

Sam Alame, <’ Tuesday 26th - Druze Picnic & Farewell

Jad Darwish,

. . L1 A | A - L
Bassel Eljurdi, ¥ % It ended with a glorious BBQ/Picnic |
Lawrence Darwish

If you surrender to the wind, you canride it.
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USA - Harvard

Dr. beid presents History of Druze Faith

We were
honored to have
Dr. Anis Obeid

give a talk at the
Kennedy School of Government at
Harvard on the 28" of April regarding
“The Druze and Challenge of Survival
in Modern Times.” The event was
organized by the Carr Center for
Human Rights Policy, and attended by
a diverse audience from the Harvard
and Boston community.

Dr. Obeid gave a comprehensive
lecture about the history of the Druze,
the tenets of the Druze faith, and
challenges facing the Druze community
today.

connect Druze in different parts of the
world; and establish a library to collect
Druze heritage.

“The miracle is that the Druze
managed to survive for over a
thousand years as a result of strong
community ties and an ethical
upbringing. The Druze religious class is
based more on piety and simplicity of
life than scholarship and learning,” said
Dr. Obeid.

At a time when the majority of the
Druze have become secular, it
becomes fundamental to fight
ignorance in order to preserve the
sacred religious identity of the

“The Druze have no idea how to
deal with the rapid changes of the
present and have no plan for the
future. Our generation managed to ring
the bell for a wakeup call. It is the new
young generation that has to carry the
ball and embark on the road to reform,”
said Dr. Anis Obeid.

The discussion brought to the
forefront the challenge of leadership in
the Druze community; need to
centralize the structures of power and

community.

Dr. Obeid is a good role model for

1 the young Druze generation; well-

informed,  progressive, and a
layperson, he serves as a bridge for
the  young Druze  generation,
particularly those living in the West.

The event highlighted the need for

d the Druze to start thinking out of the

box, and stressed the importance of
involvement of all members of the
community and in particular the secular
educated class in their faith. After all,
the Druze faith is based on reason and
rationality, and it is fundamental to
engage in a rational public debate that
yields logical answers in line with
modern times.

“It is distressing to feel denuded of
an identity that paradoxically you are
proud of but whose tenets are not
within your reach. And there is virtually
no one to turn to and no institutions to

at HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Reported By Rima Merhi
W -

<d= >

Dr. Anis Obeid, MD, FACC

give you support,” confirmed Dr. Obeid.

| hope in the years to come, the
young Druze generation, particularly
the educated professionals,  will
assume greater responsibility for the
spiritual wellbeing of the community.
The elders undoubtedly have an
important role to guide us along this
path.

We may need to invest more time
and energy than others to learn about
our faith, but I am confident looking at
Dr. Obeid and others, that this is going
to be a personal journey that can only
enrich our lives as individuals and
members of a community. <

Soon we hope, Dr. Obeid’s
impressive presentation,

which is a perfect introduction
to understanding the Druze
heritage, will be published.

ﬂ HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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" }I The settlement
of Druze in
Jordan had started in Azraq Oasis,
a place close to Jabal al-Druze and
about 110 Kilometer north of
Amman, the Capital of Jordan.

The beginning of Druze settlement
in Azrag was in 1918, when 22
Druze families left Jabal al-Druze
after the Turks pulled out from the
region. These families lived in Azraq
Castle, an Umayyad fortress built
from black basalt stones taken from
the area itself, and had to close the
Castle's stone gates fearing thieves
and Bedouin' assaults, the first
house built outside the Castle was
in 1937. Currently 50% of the
population of Azraq are Druze.

It is worth to mention that a number
of Druze played a distinctive role in
establishing the Emirate of Tran
Jordan and the first Jordanian
government formed in 5th of April
1921 which was headed by Premier
Rashid Talie (a Lebanese Druze).

In an overall review of the presence
of Druze in Jordan since their
settlement there, a group of Druze
motivated by true loyalty and faith in
the country formed BAIN MAROON
ASSEMBLY IN JORDAN to
represent the Druze of Jordan and
accordingly to be their
spokesperson in all cultural, political
and social events. Between 15,000
and 17,000 Druze are estimated to
live in Jordan.
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By: Taisir Abu Hamdan
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The entrance to the Azraq Castle
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(Continued on page 40)
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Now that it's all over, what did you really do yesterday that's worth mentioning?
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UNA - Washmgton

The 2009 ADS Convention held in the nation’s
capital, Washington, DC, was a wonderful time to reconnect
with Druze that came from every state in the USA and many
countries all over theworld. As Convention Chairman, Jim
Silman brought his experience in hosting previous
conventionsto full force. He and his committee worked
tirelessly to put together afull week of daily
activities, from ariver cruise, religious
seminars, fabulous food, career fair, nightly
entertainment & catching up with friends
which kept us all busy. Over 500 people
attended the final Gala night which was
highlighted by a Dabke dance presentation
and live entertainment. The week flew by
and as always ended too soon, we all |eft

delighted & exhausted with many new
friends, looking forward to the next

R/

Shawi<at Amadieh i .
Current Washington National Convention. <
Chapter President
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Do what you can, with what you have, where you are.
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By: Rima Salloom

EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

Rima Salloom was born and raised in Melbourne, Australia and just over two years ago she decided to relocate to
Beirut Lebanon to experience life in the East. After completing secondary school she decided that her passion layed in
the Health domain and went on to Complete a Biomedical Sciences Degree at University where she majored in
Physiology & Biochemistry then working as a Scientist for several years. She mentions that her curious nature did not
stop at her career, she leaves no limitations when it comes to experiencing, learning and developing especially when it
consists of 'Self' development which is one major reason why she travelled to Lebanon where she currently resides.
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‘Muwahidoun’ (Unitarian) Druze is
known to be a very secular and secretive
religion, and for those of us that have
questioned why? Or just had the curiosity
to know more, have had to gracefully
accept it's secretiveness, and acknowledge
that it is a piece of history that can not be
changed or looked into to deeply by all.

Although many questions still remain in
one’s mind as to what our true beliefs are?
how we differ from other religions and
curiously wanting to know the history
behind the finder of our faith.

Due to my love for religion, culture and
my overwhelming curiosity to just about
anything in life, | grew up thinking about
this topic very often. During my upbringing
there was less information than we have
today and our main source of valuable
Knowledge on ‘Muwahidoun’ Druze was
gained from our parents.

Now, with approximately over 100,000
Druze living outside the Middle East, and
with generations changing in respect to
education, diversity and opportunities,
more information has been provided
whether it would be though books, via the
Internet or magazines.

While researching, | came
across the following statement
found in an article on the
Website; Countries and their
Cultures, It stated; ‘To maintain |
their Identity (referring to the |
Druze people), they must
somehow accommodate the
desires and demands of their
more westernized young people with the
strict tenant of their distinctive
religion” (www.everyculture.com/Africa-
Middle-East/Druze).

The above statement may be the case
to a certain extent but in my belief it is up
to the person to discover their identity and
choose to learn if they desire too. There is
now a lot of information and we can learn
and develop in our religion to gain an
understanding of it.

In the Mouwahiddin religion we are
known as the “al-Juhhal” or “the Ignorant”
followers if we do not proceed to the
“Uqggal” stage where we then
may have access to the
Druze holy literature. Does
this mean that we stand to
know next to nothing? |
personally chose to educate
myself to the best of my
abilities on my beliefs in
particularly if we will all be
judged in the same way, all
as ‘Mouwahiddin’.

According to the Esotericism section
on en.wikipedia.org, the Druze teachings
are done in three layers, the ‘obvious’, the
‘hidden’ and the ‘hidden of the hidden’, And
it states; Hamza bin Ali states that, “the
purity of the heart and soul, doesn’t mean
that a person can discard his physical
purity, as Salah (prayer) is uselessif a
person is untruthful in his speech” and for
that reason the “obvious” and “hidden”
complement each other.

I went on to read a book called
‘HAMZA' (strive for a wiser life) written by
Mr. Moustafa F.Moukarim, it was a very

interesting read and is
written is a more
fictional sense, painting
a picture of the life of
Hamza Bin Ali Ibn
© Ahmad, the great finder
of our faith. In chapter 2
it details the 5 most
important principles of
life that we as Druze, follow, and how
‘Hamza' came to identifying them. Below |
discuss briefly the interesting
representation of the 5 principles in the

‘Mouwahiddin’ beliefs from the text.

The ‘Mind’, he states, ‘it is the power
that supersedes all other powers. It
possesses the strength to think and
wonder, not to act on impulses’. Hamza
considered ‘the mind as the dominant and
major force in his life’.

The second discovering was the
‘Soul’. ‘Humans refine themselves by
improving their
images’. ‘They have
two of them, one
external and visible
for all to see, and
the other hidden
within. The hidden
- image is referred to

the ‘soul’. The third

principle the ‘Word’
as Hamza realizes that ‘humans have the
strength to communicate their thoughts to
others through speech’. ‘Animals do not
have the power to speak and express their
views in words. The ‘word’ can also be
defined as a truthful tongue.

v
|
>
3

A

We as humans were created not just to
survive as stated by Hamza in the book, we
have a ‘Cause’ and a purpose or in other
means, it is identified as human ‘Will’.

The fifth principle was discussed as
the ‘Effect’ or in other means, known as
‘Manifested Will’ as humans we expect an
outcome from our causes or our willingness
in life.

This is just a minor part of even
more interesting reads about
‘Mouwahiddin’ and what we can learn
and most importantly, we can gain
satisfaction in discovering more about
our self identity.

‘Knowledge is power’ and we have
the mind to find out all that we desire
and peacefully be at one with our
acceptance in respect to our religion
and beliefs. <
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Edmonton Druze Convention Committee

Edmonton Druze House

Work out your own salvation. Do not depend on others.
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Our Children...Our Future. ..

Words we always hear and repeat.

This has been a theme always and is at
all times our primary interest. What are

¥ we doing to ensure we have built a firm

-
iy foundation for future generations to build

-

on. We continue to melt like ice and little
is being done to make sure we have a solid
central base. ‘We need action yesterday to
ensure our continuation as Druze and for
the Youth to receive a concise and constant
message so they understand their valuable
heritage and remain part of a dynamic
Society.

F 4

Being successful is an important goal but
should be balanced with an unbroken
link to a heritage that is a treasure not to
be lost. Our kids have a wealth within
them that should not be unknowingly
thrown away.

www.DruzeWorldwide.com g% HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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Why screen for colon cancer?

Colon cancer is the second most
common cause of death from cancer in
the western world. It kills about 40,000
people annually, and it is diagnosed in
about 140-150 thousand every year. The
natural history of colon cancer is that of
a slowly growing tumor over months
or years depending on the kind of
cancer.

What is the adenoma-carcinoma
sequence?

This is the concept of progression
from normal lining of the stomach
(mucosa) to a benign small tumor
that grows slowly over 10-15 years
and then turns into cancer. This long
time frame presents an opportunity
for detection and removal of
adenomas (benign tumors), therefore
preventing them from becoming a
cancer.

What is screening for colon cancer?

This is defined as testing of
asymptomatic individuals to determine
who is likely to have adenoma or cancer.
Screening has been shown to uncover
early cancer and to decrease mortality
from colon cancer.

How do we screen?

Multiple screening tests have been

if you are ovey

Colon Cancer Screening

V 4.2, ISSUE 8 - JUNE 2010

By: Dr. Nizar Chafic Charafeddine, M.D., P.A.

suggested and tested. These are: Fecal
occult blood testing, sigmoidoscopy with
barium enema every 5 Vyears,
colonoscopy every 10years or recently
computed tomographic colonography
(virtual colonoscopy). Each of these
methods has its advantages and
disadvantages. The medical guidelines
keep evolving as data keeps
accumulating about the benefit of each
strategy.

Who should get screened?

Screening should be

The most offered to all men and
important women age 50 or older
(average risk), younger

messageis: in the presence of
factors increasing the

GET risk such as familial
SCREENED cancer or inflammatory

bowel disease
(increased risk). African

fi{tg. Americans were found
to develop colon cancer

at an earlier age,

therefore we start their screening

program at age 45.

Is there a “natural way” such as diet
to decrease the risk of developing
colon cancer?

Multiple studies attempted to answer this
question. There is some benefit from:
Intake of aspirin, Celebrex (an arthritis
medicine), eating low fat diet, exercising,
stopping smoking, and calcium
supplementation.

What is a colonoscopy?

Attended the American University of Beirut Medical School, received postgraduate training at Good
Samaritan Hospital of Maryland, Johns Hopkins University Health System & went on to earn a
postdoctoral Fellowship in Gastroenterology at Yale University. Voted Outstanding Medical Senior
Resident in 1995 and is currently a Diplomat, American Board of Gastroenterology. He has been in
private practice since 1998 in the Houston metropolitan area and also co-authored multiple publications.
He is married to Hala and they have 3 children, Yasmeen, Chafic, Marwan & reside in Pearland, Texas.

It is an invasive procedure
recommended as a first line screening
method for average risk persons. It
consists of sedating the patient, and then
inserting a flexible instrument through
the rectum while examining the entire
lining of the colon for cancer as well as
finding polyps. The physician can then
remove any polyp and thereby decrease
the risk of developing colon cancer.

The most important message is: GET
SCREENED if you are above fifty.

ANY SCREENING IS BETTER THAN
NO SCREENING.

This is reflected by the guidelines
published by the American College of
Gastroenterology in 2008 abstracted as :

“This document is the first update of the
American College of Gastroenterology (ACG)
colorectal cancer (CRC) screening
recommendations since 2000. The CRC
screening tests are now grouped into cancer
prevention tests and cancer detection tests.
Colonoscopy every 10 years, beginning at
age 50, remains the preferred CRC screening
strategy. It is recognized that colonoscopy is
not available in every clinical setting because
of economic limitations. It is also realized that
not all eligible persons are willing to undergo
colonoscopy for screening purposes. In these
cases, patients should be offered an
alternative CRC prevention test (flexible
sigmoidoscopy every 5-10 years, or a
computed tomography (CT) colonography
every 5 years) or a cancer detection test
(fecal immunochemical test for blood, FIT).”

Your best resource is talking to your
primary care doctor or gastroenterologist
about colon cancer prevention and
screening. <

There are also plenty of resources on the internet. Below please find some links to informative websites.

http://www.completedigestivediseasecare.com

http://www.cancer.gov/cancertopics/factsheet/Detection/colorectal-screening

http://www.cancer.org/docroot/ped/content/ped 2 3x_acs_cancer_detection

guidelines_36.asp

Most of the shadows of this life are caused by our standing in our own sunshine.
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AUSTRALIA
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DRUZE OF THE YEAR

G ongratulations

Dr. David Najar

Dr. Najar has dedicated most of his life serving & supporting the ADS Druze
community since he was 3 years old. He has attended 47 conventions, held several
ADS positions, served as National Convention Chairman, Director of Council of
Presidents, Parliamentarian, Sergeant of Arms, Vice President and President.

Dr. Najar will be honored at the 2010 ADS National Convention in Detroit, Michigan.

HOLY LAND - PROF. FIRRO

(Continued from page 5)

leader expressed his disgust and
requested to stop the recruitment, which
caused "damages to the relations of the
Druzes and their neighbors" (SA

MMA C/302/78 and FM 2565/8,
30-11-1948). Because Sheikh

Amin had maintained this

position until the end of 1953,

the Israeli  officials  had
attempted to de-legitimize his
leadership  (SA  FM/2402/8,

Yanai to Palmon, 11-1-1953; 15
-10-1953; SA  FM/2402/28,
Yekutieli to FM, 23-10-1953).

The events in 1953 taught
Sheikh Amin and other chiefs that it was
better to adapt to the situation than to
resist. Subsequently, he kept silent on the
new order of recruitment issued in 1954.
He may have been helped in this by the
fact that the enlistments order in 1954 was
addressed as well to 4,520 Muslims and
Christians and about 4,000 of them were
registered. While none of these was
recruited (SA FM 2402/18, a report on 1-
10-1954), Israeli officers suggested
making the army duty obligatory for the
Druzes. Accompanied by Jabr M’'addi, the
commander of the Minorities Unit met with
IDF's Chief of Staff to discuss the matter.

On 15 December 1955, M'addi sent Ben-
Gurion a letter, demanding to impose the
conscription law on the Druzes (IDF
Archives 48/117/6700, Jabr M'addi to Ben-
Gurion, 15 December 1955).

On 6 November, Labib Abu

Rukun called the Druze
community to accept the
conscription law (Givat

Haviva, Information Center,
File 9, 8D, Proclamation of
Labib Abu Rukun, 6
November 1955). It seems
that M'addi and Abu Rukun
have known in advance that
the Chief-of-Staff intended to
impose in January 1956 the
law on the Druzes. On 26
January 1956, an official report admitted:
"[Druze] dignitaries were not the ones who
initiated the call to impose military service
on their community ... the Minorities Unit
and the military government had gone and
obtained the consent of Druze
leaders" (IDF Archives 752/72/70, 26 -1-
1956).

Imposing the law had provoked a
great protest among the Druzes who
rejected the alleged "deal" of the Druze
chiefs (IDF Archives 13/72/70, letters to
the Minister of Defense, 16 -2 1956; 29 -2-
1956, 3- 3- 1956; letter to the Prime
Minister, 19-31956). The Israeli reports

admitted: "those who signed in favor of the
draft are now fearful to say so and the
common opinion among the Druzes is that
Jabr has acted solely for his own benefit
(IDF Archives 13/72/70, 16 -2-1956; 29-2-
1956; 3-3 1956; 19 -3-1956). Despite the
harsh measure taken by the Israeli police,
the official reports show that of 314 men
called up by the first order in 1956, only 87
Druzes were registered (IDF Archives
752172170, letter of the General Staff
regarding the draft of Druze, 11 3-1956).
At the beginning of 1957, the number of
Druze recruits stood at only 184 of the 507
called up by the second order (IDF
Archives  752/72/70, letter of the
Recruitment Office, Ministry of Defense, 8
-1-1957).

The expropriation of Druze land since
1958 and the lack of economic
development in Druze villages gradually
drove many peasants to abandon
agriculture and seek employment outside
their villages. Since 1990s, only one
percent of the Druze work force has
cultivated own land. However, many
young Druze have found their path
blocked in sectors of the economy that are
not dependent on the State institutions.
Although opposition to military service has
continued until today, the service in the
army has become a key for entry into the

Israeli labor market.

Decorate yourself from the inside out.



V 4.2, ISSUE 8 - JUNE 2010 EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

VENEZUELA

Maturin 2010 Druze Convention

Jan 3 -7, 2010 —ﬁr

A
alttin 2040

Convention Activities:

January 3: Sunday
Y¢  City tour
¥ Evening - Hollywood Welcome Gala
- Evening of Elegance & Glamour with
Cultural Act, 3 live musical groups,
including the Monaguenses dance
group & beautiful Arab dancers

January 4: Monday
¥ Day - Seminars on the Druze religion
¥ Evening - Arab Costume Night

January 5: Tuesday
E ¥ Day-Trip to the cave of the Guacharo -
| largest Cave in Venezuela
Day-Hot Air Adventure Balloon Ride
Evening - Semaforo Light Party
(Married wear red top, Engaged yellow,
Singles green)

January 6: Wednesday

Nirvana Jaouhari-Miss Druza 2010 TSR = ;‘" Evening - Gala Night
arty

January 7: Thursday

Y Farewell

. &
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Pick battles big enough to matter, small enough to win.
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LEBANON

Every smgle day is a celebration for
being “Druze”, one of the unique individuals
all over the world.

All Druze among the world have this
sacred mission to protect their heritage and
identity. It is never an easy task but with
strong faith and belief we can struggle and
fight all the obstacles to reach the shore
safely.

Young Druze in Lebanon face tough
challenges within the same country. As
Druze we mainly live in small beautiful
villages in the mountains of Lebanon. We
live, learn and spend mostly all our free time
with our Druze fellows sharing same
interests. As we grow, the challenge grows
with us until it's time to face it. School ends
and University begins. Our young Druze will
mingle with non Druze people.

If our Druze teenagers want to proceed
in their studies and achieve higher
education, they’'ve got no other choice than
to go to Beirut city, the capital of Lebanon.
As we all know, Beirut city is a place that
holds within it all kinds of people religions
and nationalities. e

Young Druze are used [
to a certain kind of living
since the day they were
born, surrounded with
people that share them the
same traditions and values.
Suddenly, they bump into a
new life and new people
with different culture and
attitude. The unsafe
interaction between these
young Druze and others result in bad
experiences most of the time, and marriage
is one of them.

A young Durzi boy might have a crush
on some young non Durzi girl and vice
versa. | stress on the word “crush” since we
are talking about teenagers in their first year
in college with this whole new idea of
change and great expectations.
Unfortunately this crush might develop and
lead to a relationship that contradicts our
beliefs and traditions. Civil marriage might
be an option before these young Teenagers
and even adults.

Teenagers are
often confused about
what is 'right’ and what
is 'wrong’. They may M=

start to view their §F s .
friends, as more = R -
important and
influential than their g
parents. —

Our young Druze ===
boys and girls
appreciate our identity; they even thank god
for being the chosen ones. They aren’t the
problem at all, they are so pure from the
inside and know exactly how privileged we
are, but the problem is this sensitive stage
of teenage hood; where the heart is the
dominant part that masters their body and
soul. It's an international fact that
adolescence is a very sensitive phase. It is
a transitional stage which involves social

and psychological
= . changes.

Here comes the major
role for the home
environment and family
_ which must have a
Ml significant impact on
i the developing minds
e ond believes of their
teenagers. So, parents
have to control this
interaction and
understand it as well. They have to take into
consideration that this is the stage when
teenagers feel that they are right and that
everybody else is wrong.

Druze Identity Defeats Outsiders

By: Nayla Baraki

She is 26 years old, born in Ebadiah, Lebanon. Received her BA in English Literature and Translation. She aims to have a
Masters degree. A journalist and translator. Having written several articles for The Daily Star newspaper and the Time Out of
Beirut magazine. Nayla teaches Lebanese women the English language through a program called “Teaching Women English”,
which is organized by the American Embassy. Her dream is to finish writing her book and publish it all around the world.

Our second major problem that we face
in Lebanon after this sudden interaction,
between the young Druze teenagers and
non Druze ones, is the activities that they
might take part in which is against our
traditions and values as “Druze".

Druze Teenagers refuse to share in
activities that are considered as
unacceptable in our society and that don't
match with our beliefs and traditions.
Activities like going out clubbing all night
and even drinking alcohol mostly
all times. Their rejection to
| participate in similar activities will
affect their relationship with their
non Druze friends. These young
Druze might get the feeling of
being outsiders. Well, | have a
word to say for you my great
Druze teenagers’ fellows. The
@ point that you must see and
~ . understand, that even though
others might see you as
but in reality they are the

outsiders,
outsiders themselves since they don't have
the privilege to share your great heritage or
own your honorable identity. Keep this in
mind.

My dear Young Druze fellows, now it's
our chance to prove our real identity and
protect our great heritage, by overcoming all
the obstacles we might face and all the
temptation we might be offered, in a way or
another, by outsiders. That doesn't mean
that we should be outsiders in their eyes
and never get involved in any kind of
participation; on the contrary, we can be
very avid participants but in activities that
don’t have any negative effect on us and on
our identity.

Our lightning star, with all its greatness
and unigueness, should be carefully and
professionally engraved in our children’s
inner soul and subconscious minds to
create a strong faith within them that would
never be shaken or defeated by any outside
element no matter how strong the storm is,
until they reach the shore safely with least
damage possible. <

www.DruzeWorldwide.com
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YoU TELL US....

CANADA

| want to thank you for your tireless efforts in bringing the
Druze community together not only in North America, but
worldwide. What you have been able to accomplish in the
last 4 years has taken other Druze communities decades.
With regret, some have not even reached your level as of yet.

Dear Shauki,

My friend who lives and works in Dubai forwarded me the
link to your website, unbeknownst to her that | have been an avid reader
of your online magazine since its inception. Because of your magazine,
she was updated on joyous events that have taken place within my family.
| have been able to reconnect with friends whose pictures | have seen in
your magazine. Additionally, the articles that you have chosen to publish
bring a great deal of interest and healthy debate. |look forward to each
and every online issue.

Again, thank you so much for your vision, enthusiasm, hard work, desire
and dedication. You truly provide a wealth of information to all Druze
communities worldwide. Shauki, you have supplied the missing link.
Thank you!!

Kind regards,
Joumana El-Halabi

Abu Dhabi, UAE

| am speechless! May the
Great FIVE protect All the
Druze worldwide. GOD
bless.

Daliet el Carmel, HOLYLAND

Its very exciting to see all Druze
worldwide society in one place. This
project makes all of us see Druze out
of our regular views. Hope it brings us
closer... and makes us Druzer! Again, |
appreciate indeed your contribution to
our community.

Safi Wahby

Ziad Kays
Houston, USA

The world is getting closer
because Shauki Halime &
his wife Sarah introduced
Druze WorldWide. This
is the biggest circulation of
a magazine that is
dedicated to the Druze all over the
world. It is bringing our people
together, & many people in our
community are finding each other
through Druze WorldWide. Good job
Shauki & Sarah. One couple are doing
the job of a whole organization. May
God bless you and keep you healthy,
happy & successful.

QATAR

| would like to thank you and all the
faithful, hardworking Druze who made
this type of publications available to all
Druze around the world. It is very
informative, entertaining, and pride
inducing. Above all, it is the best way
of connecting druze people from all
over the globe. So thank you again
and keep up this good work. With God
Blesses,

Raed Al Basha

Moustafa F. Moukarim

You can tell more about a person by what he says about others than

SAUDI ARABIA

It is a real pleasure for each one of us to
know what going on in  our Druze
community around the world, its essential for
us to know each other and to build real
bonds between our families. It was only a
hope before, but now | see it is real. God
Bless all of you.

Dr. Abu Hamdan, Pediatric Consultant
Chairperson of Patient International
rights in Lebanon

Adelaide, AUSTRALIA

We have enjoyed sharing news and
articles of the activities conducted by
our Druze Brethren around the world. It
illustrates the kinship that keeps Druze
communities together where ever they
may live.

Shakib & Kaleeda Rasheed

= Pennsylvania, USA

Thank you so much for the
Druze Magazine, Al Fajr
The Dawn. Your talent is
exceptional & the Druze
community is fortunate to
have someone as dedicated
as you & your wife keeping us informed.
On behalf of Ramona and myself, |
thank you for your commitment. With
warm wishes,

Dr. Ali Alley

What’s Your Thoughts?

Please send your comments to:

Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please include your name,
address, (including Country) and
phone number. Comments
chosen for publication may be
edited for length, clarity, &content.

Also, connect with us online, at:

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

you can by what others say about him.
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USA - Michigan

General Shaukl El Masri

Joint Chief of Staff of the Lebanese Army
Honored by Community during his visit to USA
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'.3 Mrs. El Masri, Gen. El Masri, Shauki Halime w
KRN e W EV R VICVINTRCELFERORIEEIMN The ADS Michigan Chapter hosted a

o4 " g
reception for General Shauki ElI Masri ' = .

and his wife. The event was hosted by Omar Abu Hamdan, President ADS Michigan
the ADS Community in Michigan, with [EeEWEEIESESROICEMSNVES RTINS
many of the Lebanese community
attending, Mr. Bachir Tawk, Acting
Consul General of Lebanon also
honored everyone with his presence.
During the reception, President
Omar Abu Hamdan presented an
honorary plaque and Shauki Halime
presented the latest issue of Al Fajr
The Dawn Druze International
Magazine. It was a nice event where
the Lebanese Community enjoyed
meeting the distinguished General &
his wife during their visit to the USA.

Kamal Shouhayib, Bachir Tawk, Shauki Halime

24
. 4
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USA - Michigan

General Shauki EI Masri

Shauki Halime presents Al Fajr The Dawn Druze | 5
International Magazine to Gen. Shauki El Masri %
with Bachir Tawk, Acting Consul General of l s . |

Lebanon Detroit. Dr. Hisham AbuHamdan

The essential question is not, "How busy are you?" but "What are you busy at?"
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SLOW DOWN

Submitted By: Samera Al Rayes, KUWAIT

Written by Anonymous,

It's been 18 years since | joined
Volvo, a Swedish company. Working for
them has proven to be an interesting
experience. Any project here takes 2
years to be finalized, even if the idea is
simple and brilliant. It's a rule.

Globalized processes have caused
in us (all over the world) a general
sense of searching for immediate
results.. Therefore, we have come to
possess a need to see immediate
results. This contrasts greatly with the
slow movements of the Swedish. They,
on the other hand, debate, debate,
debate, hold x quantity of meetings and
work with a slowdown scheme. At the
end, this always yields better results.

1. Sweden has 2 million inhabitants.
2. Stockholm has 500,000 people.

She is currently the Director of the American International School in Kuwait, a school
opened by her father, Dr. Kamil Al Rayes in 1991, her mother is Fareda Anis Jaber.
Samera is married to Husam Jauhari. She holds a Masters Degree in education and she

is currently working on a doctoral degree through Lehigh University.

morning | asked him, "Do you have a productivity.
I've noticed we doing things with greater

fixed parking space?

It means working and
quality,

park far from the entrance even when productivity, perfection, with attention to

there are no other cars in the lot."

To which he
replied, "Since we're
here early we'll have
time to walk, don't you
think that whoever gets
in late will need a place
closer to the door?"
Imagine my face.

Nowadays, there's
a movement in Europe
named Slow Food.
This movement
establishes that people

sense of "hurry"
and "craziness"
generated by
globalization,
fuelled by the
desire of "having
in quantity” (life
status) versus

detail and less stress.

It means re-establishing
family values, friends,
free and leisure time..
Taking the "now", present
and concrete, versus the
"global", undefined and
anonymous. It means
taking humans’ essential
values, the simplicity of
living. It stands for a less
coercive work
environment, more
happy, lighter and more

should eat and drink
slowly, with enough
time to taste their food,
spend time with the
family, friends, without rushing. Slow
Food is against its counterpart, Fast
Food and what it stands for as a
lifestyle. Slow Food is the basis for a
bigger movement called Slow Europe,
as mentioned by Business Week.

3. Volvo, Escania, Ericsson, Basically, the movement questions
Electrolux, are some of its the sense of "hurry" and "craziness"
renowned companies. Volvo 9generated by globalization, fuelled by
even supplies NASA. the desire of "having in quantity" (life

status) versus "having with quality”, "life

The first time | was in quality” or the "quality of being”.

si\glsgden,moeneuog n;); ctohlleeaﬁgfesl French people, even though they

every morning. It was| = work 35 hours per week, are more

September,  bit .cold and e LO *i productive than Americans or

' - British. Germans have established

sno;/]vy. We would 3rrr|]ve earll()j/ 28.8 hour workweeks and have
at the company and he wou : ; g ;

park far away from the I seen their productivity driven up

entrance (2000 employees drive their
car to work).

The first day, | didn't say anything,
neither the second or third days. One

by 20%. This slow attitude has
come to the notice of USA , the pupils
of the fast and "do it now" brigade.

This no-rush attitude doesn't
represent doing less or having a lower

"having with
quality”,

productive work place
where humans enjoy
doing what they know
best how to do.

It's time to stop and think on how
companies need to develop serious
quality with no-rush that will increase
productivity and the quality of products
and services, without losing the
essence.

Many of us live our lives running
behind time, but we only reach it when
we die of a heart attack or in a car
accident rushing to be on time. Others
are so anxious to live for the future that
they forget to live the present, which is
the only time that truly exists.

We all have equal time throughout
the world. No one has more or less.
The difference lies in how each one of
us does with our time. We need to live
each moment.

As John Lennon said, "Life is what
happens to you while you're busy
making other plans". <
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The best way to predict your future is to create it.
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Seeking Tawhid

By Dr. Melhem Salman, Ph.D.

My Dear Young American Druze,

My Son Daoud, named after his
grandfather, the Nationalist, the late Dr.
Daoud Salman asked me: "DAD, can you in
few minutes explain to the American youth,
like me, in a simple way, who we are & why
we are so secretive? Can you motivate
them to learn more? | accepted the
challenge to try to explain the long process
of seeking Tawhid in a simple as possible
way.

Thus, this is a first in a series of letters
to our sons & daughters who like Daoud,
are eager to learn, understand & want to be
proud of a heritage they know little about. |

hope it can trigger their spiritual &
intellectual curiosity to seek additional
information; thus spark the process of

seeking Tawhid, a beautiful journey, though
not easy because it requires a serious
individual effort & a direct relationship with
our Creator as well as dealing with a rigid
structure that has developed due to a long
history of religious, political and social
situations/developments since the eleventh
century.

Like you, | refuse to allow the past to
obstruct my spiritual awakening in a free
democratic country where knowledge &
information are available & where
differences & pluralism are respected, not
persecuted.

Like you, | am eager to know, eager to
understand. Like you, | suffer from the lack of
access to our spiritual path and its teachings,
and to the lack of adequate guidance from the
learned - the UQAL-. to our youth, Men and
Women.

I will try under these circumstances that
are beyond my control to initiate, a series of
letters addressed to the American youth, as a
modest initiation of an understanding of the
roots of our heritage and the basics of our
spiritual path. It is just a humble beginning.

My dear Young American Druze
Mouwahiddin. Allah Maakoun,

| hope that this journey together will help
you and motivate you to further research on
your own and seek from various available
sources of enlightened scholars in our
communities.

| want you to think with me about the following:

1. The concept of the flowing river

2. The Bee & the process of preparing
honey

3. The mirror and what it reflects

4. Recycling as a natural phenomenon

5. Development /growth and Goodness in a
still growing universe

Let us take them one at a time, explain
their processes, & at the end of this note pull
all of them together to give an initial answer to
the youth questions about our heritage and
our Tawhid path/believes.

THE RIVER

Though we call it river, it is the ever
flowing water that makes it what it is, changes
the water every second. If the water stops
feeding into the river, it will dry up, if the water
stagnates, it gets polluted and mosquito’s will
incubate in it. 3

Let us call
this river, the river
or the path of
Knowledge,
seeking
Knowledge
needs, like any
river, to be consistently and

regularly
replenished, and updated to remain alive and
not to stagnate and get polluted.

The river can be used and abused by
people using it for narrow minded interests: be
it religious or earthly interests. LIKEWISE,
faith & beliefs can be polluted when it
stagnates due to static religious dogmas,
superficial rituals or narrow minded faith that
excludes individual efforts of seeking
Knowledge of the TRUTH, and of practicing
its values.

Washington, DC

Emeritus Scholar, John Kluge Center, Library of Congress, and former Chairman of the

American Druze Foundation.

THE BEE

Have you ever
known a Bee that
produces honey from
one flower, and
ignores all others? Of
course NOT. Thus
seeking knowledge is
similar to a Bee
producing honey, ONE has to get it from
many, many flowers/sources. Limiting the
source of Knowledge to one religion, or to
one Book, to one flower freezes the concept
and the understanding of the Creator and
our love. Thus claiming that only one
source or one period of time provided the
only answer for the knowledge and love of
the Creator is in fact belittling the Creator of
an infinite on going growing universe.

W’

s (L

(L3

How can we even accept that God
provided answers through messengers and
stopped thinking thousand of years ago?
Or that God provided one path, one
solution, one recipe to all humanity
regardless cultures, level of education and
knowledge, changing time and space while
the universe, the earth, and humanity are
stil  changing, while science is siill
progressing and knowledge is still

increasing and the discoveries of the
infinite universe just starting? This is

* = really the making of manmade ignorance

and love of dominance and control of
people.

THE RECYCLING

The various cycles of life are all over
present around us. The silk warm takes
several shapes/bodies in one life. The tree,
the fruit and the seeds are all part of one
cycle of life.

The water, the rivers, the seas, the rain,
the vapor, the clouds, the snow. Think of
the river again, were does its water go?
How are the clouds developed? How is the
rain developed? How is the rain water
absorbed by the earth to resurface through
springs and wells and fed the river?

(Continued on page 48)
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Take away my ability to fail and | would not know the meaning of success.
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Letter to Sheikh
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Al Akl, Lebanon

TO: Sheikh Niam Hassan, Sheikh El Akl

Beirut, Lebanon

FROM: The Australian Unitarian Druze Faith
(Proclaimed 2010)
DATE: April 11, 2010

RE: Proclamation as a Faith

Copied: To all Sheikhs & Druze Communities in Australia

Your Eminence,

| am pleased and proud to inform you that after persisting
for almost ten years, we have been proclaimed as a religion,
with the title of the Australian Unitarian Druze Faith. We are
listed as such on the Australian Commonwealth Government
register of religions. | believe, that apart from Druze societies,
this to be the first such official recognition of our faith, in any
country abroad, where the Druze have settled. This gives us a
cultural identity within the environment in which we are
domiciled.

The normal functional activities of our various state
societies will not be affected, but in the broad term we must
work more closely together, with particularly the sheikhs in this
country, and your office.

The role of civil celebrants under which we have been
empowered has previously had to be examined and appointed
by a civic authority, will now be transferred into an authority to
select and register our own sheikhs as ministers of our
Australian Unitarian Druze Faith. The prospective sheikhs must
still undergo a scrutiny as to their suitability. All our duly
registered sheikhs in Australia are to be included by virtue of
right. As such they also will be the advisory body, which will
liaise with their respective state organizations.

There are cultural and legal advantages, which this
recognition confers upon us. The principal one is the authority
as the Australian Unitarian Druze to directly select and
nominate our own ministers of faith, by proper procedures, as
do the recognized churches. This must be done with due
responsibility. A guide to the method of selection is outlined by
the process which we in South Australia have adopted, and as
set down as the responsibility of the Doctrinal Druze Council
should now be enacted Australia-wide. This article is outlined
by an article within our SA constitution. In matters of Faith there

o) Bl ) Cpa Al

has never been a division of purpose in Australia. Our
Australian sheikhs have always serviced the broad Druze
Community in all states. With respect it is vital to us, that this
should continue to be so.

Another point of discussion which is raised is the period of
appointment of the sheikhs. It has been proven that the
longevity of encumbrance of previous sheikhs has been a major
influence in maintaining harmony and understanding in
situations involving Australian Druze welfare. The changing
national and political outlooks in Lebanon, not to mention
individual personal aspirations of later migrants has added to
the need for wisdom. The long established sheikhs have been a
major factor in modifying these factors. It is the long term
experience of our elders and our sheikhs which has sustained a
high degree of stability within our communities.

As with other migrant destinations we experience the
trends of our people who have lost physical contact but still
have strong hereditary ties to their origins. Their descendants
have adapted to their present environments. Very few however
have lost their innate desire to link to their spiritual origins. The
number of these descendants who have sought to gain more
knowledge of our faith and of their fore-bears from the records
of family histories, which | have kept, is truly evidence of this
fact.

To maintain a more enlightened outlook, is to be more
open in our approach, within our societies, without intimidating
our principals as Tawhid.

We have been in this country for almost 120 years. From
our earliest beginnings in Australia, we have worked to nurture
our faith, and to improve our standing in the civic community. |
believe that this has to be an on-going process in all our
adopted lands. | also believe that our proclamation is an
acknowledgement of our maturity. This positive expression of
our development is a further enhancement of our integrity and
loyalty to our Faith. This has occurred because of our constant
urge to progress. We have become wise enough to realize that
we can only further improve the ideals which have sustained us
in Tawhid, this been attained by our unity of purpose.

We respectfully ask for your recognition of our new status
as being an effective expression of our identity. We confidently
look forward to your continued support and dedication.

Yours fraternally,
Sheikh Shakib Rasheed OAM %
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Let me be immune to rejection & heartbreak & | could not know the glory of living.
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A Place Called Is{iga

Isfiya is a small town in
south Israel, which exists on a

number of mountains called
"The Carmel Mountains". There
are approximately 11,000 citizens, a quarter
of them are Muslims and Christians and the
rest are Druze-this place is my hometown,
and | am a Druze citizen. | want to give a
general picture about the place | grew up,
about the important places that exist in there
and about honoring history since the ancient
times.

There are 2 opinions about the name’s
source "lIsfia"y; the first one is a historial
source which explains that the source of the
word "Isfia" came from the Hebrew word
"Hosifa" » which is a name of a town that
existed since the presence of the Roman
empire period.

The lingual source-the meaning of the .

which fits the stormy weather that [

characterize this town at winter.

|

This village is situated on several &
mountains next to each other called " the &%

Carmel Mountains", on the north side of §
the village there is a spring of water called
"Ein elbalad", that sits a few hundred
meters away from the old houses of the
village which created the first neighborhood
in the village. On the south side of the village
there is another water spring that is called
"Ein El-Alak"s and if you compare it with the
first one, it is smaller. Next to this spring
there is a holy tomb for "Abu Abdallah"s that
is an important place in the village. Abu

By: Lozan Abdalla Zaher

She was born and raised in Isfiya, is 18 years old, in her 1st year at Haifa University studying art

and English. Her father is Abdalla Zaher and is a fire fighter, her mother is a teacher.

Abdallah was one of three religious
leaders chosen by Caliph Al-Hakem in 996

 c.e. to proclaim the Druze faith. He is said

to have been the first Druze religious
judge.

These are the two main sources of water
the citizens of Isfia use to survive, and
also, almost every single family in the
village has another source of water which
is a pit next to their house, when winter
comes these pits fill with water and are
used for the family’s needs.

Through the different archeological
surveys and researches that were prepared
regarding the Carmel Mountain and its
citizen's settlements, they discovered that the
first place to be settled was the east side of
the village that is called "Elkherba
Elsharkeya"; and currently this place is a
part of the east neighborhood in the village.

In this area they found traces and pieces
of pottery from different historical ages,
starting from the Bronze Age until the Roman
age. Before the Druze settlement in Isfia,

people from different cultures and religions
were settled in the village, the Romans, and
the Byzantine people.

One of the traces that survived until this
day was a piece of colored mosaic that
included Hanukkah's picture, leaves, citrus
fruit, a variety of birds (one of them was the
peacock), although there was an Armenian
and Hebrew inscription, and zodiac symbols,
this mosaic piece was discovered between
the remnants of a government building that
was destroyed during the Roman reign. It

was discovered in 1930.

In 1960 they discovered the "great
treasure" which was two pottery pitchers that
included almost 4,500 golden coins, it even
included 160 Roman dinars from the Czar
Augustus ruling period, and 3 Roman dinars
the from Tiberius ruling period-those coins
have dates from between the years of 40
(b.c.)- 53 (a.d.).

In the Crusader period, as it is said,
there was a village in the Carmel that was
known by the name "Safa"s or "Afa"y and it
is a good chance that it might be referred to
Isfia village.

The date of the start of Druze's
settlement in Isfia village is not clear; one
interpretation says that- Druze people started
settling down, in general, ever since the
existence and distribution of the Druze
religion, about a century ago but, most of the
other interpretations says that the Druze
people were first settled in Carmel in the
reign period of the Prince Fakhereddin el-
Maani the 2™ (1585-1635)"1, he ruled in
region of Lebanon and as well as to the north
and south with his kingdom area reaching the
Carmel. After the Druze's settlement in Isfia
village, there were Christian
people who started settling
& down in the area as well.

& Above, | gave you a bit of this
: village's history, to me, this

@ place is more than home, and it
W has a deep history that is full of
interesting celebrations.
Though it is a small village, it survived
through the years and stayed standing until
this day, and that makes it a great place to
remember and to be proud of, it is my honor
to be a citizen who lives in this mighty village.
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LEBANON

Women Honored in Aleq

Mother's Day ~ April 2010

Reported by: Firas Halime

The women’s community in Aley recently honored Mrs. Salwa Halime,
Mrs. Noha Rayess & Mrs. Asma Shehab for their outstanding volunteer
contributions. The star, Michel Azzi and Jihad Mahfouz presented his new
song for Mother’s Day on stage.
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Choukri Fakhoury,
Firas Halime,
Mrs. Salwa Halime

Michel Azzi, Rami El Rayess, Mrs. Salwa Halime, Firas Halime,
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Be more concerned with your character than with your reputation, because your
character is what you really are, while your reputation is merely what others think you are.
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USA - North Carelina

RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA
BY: Shauki Halime

It was a pleasure for my wife & | along with
Sheikh Moustafa Makarim & his lovely wife
Leila to accept the generous invitation from the
Raleigh Chapter President, Mr. Wajih Sobh,
his respectful board and our lovely families in
Raleigh. The Raleigh Chapter was very
successful in hosting & organizing an
outstanding weekend of Druze fellowship. A
number of activities
brought the entire
community together over 3
days culminating with the
Presentation on Tawhid by
Sheikh Moustafa
Makarim. There was a
great turnout with

members from the Raleigh,

Charlotte & Richmond

Chapters attending. The

presentation was followed

by a question & answer

session, everyone of all

ages was encouraged to

. =] participate. | also took a few minutes to encourage all

the youth to feel free to express themselves & their
ideas as Druze Worldwide is their voice to the whole
world.

Since the new Board was elected in February, their
enthusiasm and drive has shown everyone that the

ll new leadership is a dedicated, creative & energetic
group with great goals of monthly events to keep the
members engaged.

The warmth & hospitality of the Raleigh Community,
our latest ADS I
Chapter, made it a 3
real thrill to meet
everyone and we look
forward to seeing
them all again soon.
i Thank you for such a
i memorable weekend
and wishing you all
continued success.

. i
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Board Members Wajih Sobh, Salim Zeitouni, Amer Nasrallah, Nidal Al Awar, Sahar Maher, Jinan
Andary, Mona El Jaouhari, Wael Abou Chakra, Adel Chaya, and Kamel El Jaouhari with Mr. Shauki
Halime and Mr. Moustafa Makarim & Mrs. Leila Makarim.

He who does not look ahead remains behind.
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USA - Miami

First of all | thank Mr. Shauki
Halime for giving me the
opportunity to express myself
through this way and for such an
amazing worldwide network he
has created for us the Druze
community.

I was born and raised in
Venezuela among a Druze
community. When | was 15 my
parents decided to move to
USA. At first it was very tough for
myself to get adapted to this new
world. It was not easy at all to
learn a new language, to know
other people, to have a new
school, to fit into a way different
lifestyle.

As | previously said | was raised
in  Venezuela where Druze
community is in abundance. The
friends | was hanging out with,
and even the ones | was
studying with were all Druze.
Parties, weddings,
engagements, all kind of events
were never lacking. Since | was
raised and interacting with a
Druze community, | know a lot
about our culture and faith.

When | came to the USA my life
changed. Knowing no one from
my religion was weird for me. |
wasn'’t adapted at all to this type
of situation. Little by little |
learned how to get along with
people that were not like me, it
took me time though. As time
passed by, | thought, “well | have

EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

Druze Between 2 Worlds

Drusa entre dos mundos

By: Feten Diab

Feten is the daughter of Massoud Diab & Yojaina Yarbouh. Born and raised in Venezuela, 20 years old. At the age of 15
her family moved to the USA and now they currently live in Miami, Florida. Enrolled at Florida International University,
majoring in Biology pursuing a career of dentistry. Singing is her hobby; she really enjoys it especially when the family &

friends have a gathering.

Feten es la hija de Massoud Diab & Yojaina Yarbouh. Nacido y criado en Venezuela, 20 afos de edad. A la edad de 15
afios, su familia se mudé a los Estados Unidos y ahora viven actualmente en Miami, Florida. Se matricul6 en la Universidad
Internacional de Florida, especializandose en biologia cursando una carrera de odontologia. El canto es su pasatiempo;

ella realmente disfruta especialmente cuando la familia y los amigos tienen una reunion.

to accept I'm living in a different
world”, because there is not
other choice but it; this is reality.

The life of the average Druze
revolves closely around his or
her family and his or her
relationship with other Druze.
The Druze enjoy spending time
together through visits to each
other's homes. Hospitality is an
important feature of the culture.
The Druze are known for their
generosity and are guided by a
sense of chivalry & honor.

The Druze religion is one of the
most secretive and closed
religions in the world

Their core cultural identifiers
rotate around the moral values
associated with the Druze faith
(high morals, pure heart,
kindness, respect for others and
upholding the seven
commandments). In their family
values, the Druze emphasizes
close family ties, respect for the
elderly, family standing and
maintenance of face/honor.

I am proud of who and what |
am, and proud of where | belong
to.

God bless...
“Individually, we are one drop.

Together, we are an ocean”. <

En primer lugar quiero
agradecer al Sr. Shauki Halim
por darme la oportunidad de

expresarme a través de este
medio; con wuna red tan
impresionante en todo el mundo
que ha creado para nosotros la
comunidad drusa.

Naci y me crie en Venezuela
entre una comunidad drusa.
Cuando tenia 15 afios mis
padres decidieron mudarse a
EE.UU. Al principio fue muy duro
para mi el conseguir adaptarse a
este nuevo mundo. No fue nada
facil aprender un nuevo idioma,
conocer otra gente, tener una
nueva escuela, y encajar en un
estilo de vida diferente.

Como dije anteriormente me crié
en Venezuela, donde la
comunidad drusa abunde. Las
amistades con las que andaba,
e incluso compafieros de estudio

eran drusos. Fiestas, bodas,
compromisos, todo tipo de
eventos nunca faltaban. La

criansa y la interaccion con una
comunidad drusa hiso de mi una
nocion general a cerca de
nuestra cultura y costumbre.

Cuando llegué aqui, mi vida
cambid. Sin conocer a nadie de
mi religion era extrafio para mi.
No estaba acostumbrada en
absoluto a este tipo de
situaciones. Poco a poco he
aprendido a llevarmela bien y a
interactuar con personas que no
eran como yo, me tomod tiempo
sin embargo. Al paso del tiempo,
pensé, "bueno tengo que
aceptar que estoy viviendo en
un mundo diferente”, porque no

hay otra opcidon pero vivir la
realidad.

El promedio de vida de los
drusos gira en torno acerca de
su familia y su relacién con otros
drusos. Los drusos les agrade
pasar tiempo juntos a través de
visitas a sus respectivos
hogares. La hospitalidad es una
caracteristica importante de la
cultura. Los drusos son
conocidos por su generosidad y
son guiados por un sentido de la
caballerosidad y el honor.

La religién drusa es una de las
religiones mas reservada vy
unida en el mundo.

Sus identificadores culturales
fundamentales giran en torno a
los valores morales asociados
con la fe drusa (la moral alta,
corazén puro, la bondad, el
respeto por los demas y la
defensa de los siete
mandamientos). En los valores
de familia, los drusos destacan
vinculos familiares estrechos, el
respeto a las personas mayores,
el permanecer de pie y el
mantener en alto el rostro y el
honor sobre la familia.

Estoy orgullosa de quién soy, de
lo que soy y de donde
pertenezco.

Dios los bendiga...

“Individualmente somos una
gota. Juntos, somos un
oceano”.

K2
o
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We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future.
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For many people one of the
hardest concepts to comprehend
in success is the Law of
Compensation...

In the principle of Going the Extra
Mile, we are taught that in order to
make progress in achieving our
definite major purpose in life we must
give before we receive. Most often
students say that this is impossible
because they have not received their
personal windfall, consequently that
have no basis from which to give.
When this detail is shared, most

EMAIL: DRUZE@DRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

w of Compensation

By Peter Anthony Boukzam

National motivational speaker having received numerous recognitions including Youth motivator
appreciation Award. Regional VP for the IM&A Group the 7th largest privately held company in the

USA. Currently resides in Minnesota, USA with his wife and family.

that this word does not
belong in a dictionary
on in a person's
S ucce s s
vocabulary...Think » |
about it..When we
give the word
"Impossible”  power
over us, we derall
whatever it is that we
are attempting to do.
As if by magic, we
convince ourselves
that whatever we
deem impossible has
gotten the better of us...

Now, back to the Law of
Compensation:
St. Francis states that it is in

students shake their heads and 9Ving that we receive and in
slowly repeat the word pardoning that
{\ w e are
I-M-P-O-S-S-I-B-L-E. / pardoned.
. i % ( Notice the
Let's consider this sequence, first
word "impossible" a little we must be a
more: _ : i giver  before
Dr. Napoleon Hill ~ ., We can be ﬁ
(Author of Grow Rich - : / rece|v?r.
With Peace of Mind), _*"f J / doesn't. matter
upon receiving the gift of P 4 that our gift is
a dictionary, immediately f'\1/|0t financial.
oney is

proceeded to take a pen
knife and cut the word
"impossible” out thereby
ceremoniously indicating

oftentimes
looked at as
the only
worthy  gift.

Jlt

g

But this is erroneous.
Probably our greatest
gift is the gift of our
personal time, not our
g' financial  resources.
@ 5 Both are valuable,
g but the gift of time is
something that all

‘E the money
_‘#world

in the
cannot
purchase.

So, remember the Law
of Compensation and
the word "impossible."
Nothing is impossible if you truly
desire it and work yourself up into a
burning desire for its attainment.
Once you convince yourself that you
will have it, your mind overrides the
impossibility of achieving it and
delivers your desire to you right on
time. But, you jump-start the
process by giving freely of your time,
talents, and financial resources, if
available.

Do not stop the cycle by
demanding that you remain on the
receiving end first. No hula hoop
would ever get moving around a
child’'s waistline unless the child put it

into motion.  Likewise, you must
move in order to create the
momentum for achieving your

definite major purpose.

Be Your Very Best Always! «

www.DruzeWorldwide.com
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Joe Hak, Shauki Halime, Stephen Mandel-Mayor of
Edmonton, Imad Chehayeb, President Edmonton Chapter
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To live is the rarest thing in the world. Most people exist that’s all.
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The interior of Azraq Castle, which was visited by the legendary Lawrence of Arabia.
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DRUZE HISTORY

By: Dr. Kamal Suleiman Salibi

Born in Beirut in 1929 is Emeritus Professor at the American University of Beirut (AUB), Department of History and Archaeology, and

Honorary President of the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies in Amman, Jordan.

In 1994, Salibi helped found the Royal Institute for

Inter-Faith Studies in Amman, Jordan, of which he became full-time director from 1997 until 2004, following his retirement from AUB.
Since then, he has been associated as a consultant with the Druze Heritage Foundation.

It was during the period of Crusader
rule in Syria (1099-1291) that the Druze
first emerged into the full light of history,
in the Gharb
mountains. As redoubtable warriors
serving the Muslim rulers of Damascus
against the alien invaders, the Druze

were given the task of keeping watch k4
over the Crusaders in the seaport of %

Beirut, with the aim of preventing them

from making any encroachments inland. #

Subsequently, the Druze chiefs of the
Gharb placed their not inconsiderable
military experience at the disposal of the
Mamluk rulers of Egypt (1250-1516); first,
to assist them in putting an end to what
remained of Crusader rule in coastal
Syria and, later, to help them safeguard
the Syrian coast against Crusader
retaliation by sea.

(In 1425, a Druze contingent from Beirut
and the Gharb joined in a major Mamluk
naval expedition against Cyprus, where
the last remnant of Crusader rule in the
Near East was
reduced to
, subservience). In
freturn  for the
# valuable services
' rendered by the
Druze of the
Gharb and other
parts of the Shuf
mountains, the
Mamluks appear
to have allowed
cthem the
““freedom to

manage their
internal affairs with minimal interference
from the central government in Cairo, or
its Syrian agency in Damascus.

e

Mamluk

(The history of the Gharb Druze during
the Crusader and Mamluk periods is
known from the work of two remarkable
Druze historians, Salih ibn Yahya (d. ca.
1435) and Ahmad ibn Hamza ibn Sibat

region of the Shouf

(d. 1523), no
o S u c h
“® documentation
¥ being available
regarding the
.1’ Druze of other
: Syrian regions. It
S appears,
! 4 however, that the
ﬂ;’. M Druze of Hauran
RS were among the
peasants and
tribesmen of that
area who fought and decimated the
forces of the Second Crusade, as they
advanced from Palestine to attempt the
capture of Damascus in 1147.

The Crusader’s

Notably, the Druze placed their military

resources at the disposal of the Sunni

Muslim state against the Crusaders at a
time when their community was being
singled out for special condemnation by
the Sunni religious establishment on
account of its beliefs.

Unlike the Mamluks, the Ottomans who
succeeded them as the rulers of Syria in
1516 were not prepared to allow the Shuf
Druze the customary local freedoms
which they had come to regard as
established rights. Consequently, the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
were to witness a succession of armed
Druze rebellions against the Ottomans,
countered by repeated Ottoman punitive
expeditions against the Shuf in the
course of which the Druze population of
the area was

severely depleted [

and many villages
laid waste. These g
military measures, j##
however, severe as [§
they were, did not
succeed ing
reducing the local
Druze to the
required degree of

The Ottomans

M documentation-put

subordination. This led the Ottoman
government to agree to an arrangement
whereby the different nahiyes (districts)
of the Shuf would be granted in iltizam
(that is, in fiscal concession) to one of the
region’s emirs, or leading chiefs, leaving
the maintenance of law and order in the
area, and the collection of its taxes, in the
hands of the appointed emir. This
arrangement was to provide the
cornerstone for the privileged status
which ultimately came to be enjoyed by
the whole of Mount Lebanon in Ottoman
Syria, Druze and Christian areas alike.
(The history of the Shuf Druze for the

Druze Leaders meeting in Syria, 1926.

Ottoman period is known from the work
of Christian-mainly Maronite-historians,
as well as from other local and Ottoman
sources, and from Ottoman archival
material.)

Remarkably, the Shuf Druze had taken
up arms against Ottoman rule when the
Ottoman Empire was at the peak of its
power. Starting from the middle decades
of the nineteenth century, the Hauran
Druze of Jabal al-Duruz-whose earlier
history remains obscure due to a lack of
up a similar
resistance to determined efforts on the
part of the Ottoman state to tighten its
weakened control over Syria. Later, in

(Continued on page 60)

The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of

comfort & convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge & controversy.
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Gleveland
‘Chanksgivin
Gomvention 09

The Thanksgiving Convention was held for the 1st
time in Cleveland, Ohio and hosted by the wonderful &
generous Cleveland community. Under the leadership
of the Chapter President, Mr. Nader Dakdouk and the
convention chair Mrs. Rima Muakkassa, both who
worked exceptionally hard to make the convention a
success and pleasant time for all who attended. The
I ladies made a supreme effort in providing generous hospitality
§ from beginning to end, especially Hanadi Kourdab, Hind
Hassan, Sarah Jafer & Ebaa Boudiab. Dr. Erlendur i
B | Haraldsson presented a seminar on Reincarnation, Dr. Shawki
] Ammar spoke on religion through Skype & Dr. Hatem Sleem
l held a seminar for the youth. Cleveland’s own Dabke group, lead
by Issam Boudiab & his wife, put on a number of entertaining
dances each evening. We wish the Ohio Chapter continuing

" ea

Mr. Kamal Shouhayib, Dr. Erlendur Haraldsson, Mr. Shau

-
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Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up interest wrinkles the soul.
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Wael Karameh was born in ~ <3f L sball g Fal BrORYY] ‘;h\
Ain Zhalta, Lebanon. Heisa . a¥) o Lagd S pdl) tlosa o
Family Medicine Specialist, " * Sh Lagd OB o
graduate from the American

University of Beirut (June

2004, practicing medicine ead Mb.u el face wald) A a
currently in Abu Dhabi). P ¢ ",.u T ot " e
Besides his interest in the 9 B shall oy g ally
medical field, Wael had a

great passion for poetry PEIA

reading & writing since his . o.h.\;.“ )U &4&“‘3

early childhood. 'The Mysts (3 (pa Bal il claay dadial
of Mirrors’ or “Boukhar Al h.ﬂ.p..,gu M‘. g ] L.'l-“' L&
Maraya”

is his first published poetry ‘-"1"'“13 -"M i 'L'F""l
book 2001. Aal 4S8 Al pS Qb g
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ruze youth in North America (NA)

are concerned about maintaining their

religion & culture, & most
importantly marrying a Druze. When
considering whether to seek out Druze in the
Middle East (ME) a number of worries cross
our minds. Getting married is the most
serious decision we face, as we see it as a
lifetime commitment. So along with al the
usual compatibility qualities we take into
consideration, we know we will face
additional challenges to ensure a successful
marriage. Some are: difference in culture,
mentalities, adaptation to the new country,
obtaining a decent job, distance, politics,
language & values. Also, considering how the
life styles of Druze in the ME & NA are very
different, the biggest concern everyone fears
is whether Druze from the ME want to leave
their countries just to earn citizenship.

Having said al that, | believe as Druze,
we should come together with an open mind
& open heart to be accepting of those who
live outside of our country & accept them
with open arms. The big question here is why
are Druze youth concerned about these
issues?

One may wonder how the Druze culture
in NA differs from the culture in the ME (i.e.
Lebanon for example). The culture in NA is
different from that in Lebanon because of the
events both social & political. For examplein

NA the Druze
i)

& holiday events (i.e. Eid e
Al-  Adha) with the
biggest event being the e
annual Druze convention e
to bring Druze together.
As for events in Lebanon
they are a constant, one
does not have to travel far
to attend Druze activities. In Lebanon, outings
with friends to go to places which offer

communities must hold
&1

gatherings such as picnics
Wi
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Marriage Concerns

By: Ghayda Hammad, Washington, DC
She resides in Beltsville, Maryland, USA & attends University of Maryland in her final year &

will be graduating in May 2010 With a Degree in Studio Art and she also plans on going to
getting a Master’s Degree in Graphic Design, highest degree offered in her field of study.

entertainment & food is common and
sometimes the entertainment is free (i.e
singers from Star Academy perform). Healthy
Mediterranean foods are available throughout
the ME whereas NA has a diverse variety of
foods from all over the world. The Druze
culture is all around them along with the daily
expectations and rituas of being Druze.
Politics are very integrated in the ME as
religion is entrenched within it, whereas the
majority of youth in NA

decide to move to. In our present time it is
necessary to have a bachelors’ degree. And
with a higher education there are many more
opportunities, earning your Master’s or PhD
you will have more opportunities in finding a
quality job. Starting from scratch will not be
easy, only God knows what is written.
Anyone can achieve their true happiness in
lifeif you work for what you believein.

One should understand,

oot O e L Gating mariad s G ST 5
Certain misconceptioné : be. It might mean having
can lead to S e the most serious better opportunities;

misunderstandings.

The lives of Druze
youth in NA are those of
attending schooal,
university & going to
work.  From persona
experience | came to the
United States when |
was a year old & grew
up here. | was raised by my parents among
those not from our culture & religion in the
same way that Druze in the ME are raised by
their parents. Being Druze, no matter what
part of the world you are living in we &l have
the same values & morals. Throughout the
ME, Druze youth enjoy greater freedom to go
out friends, | feel however, in NA it is
difficult for Druze youth girls to have that
same freedom because our parents worry
about the environment.

as

Having to adapt to an area where one has
not grown up & looking for opportunities in
your field of work with no contacts can be
very challenging especialy if language is also
an issue. It is aways difficult to move &
' adapt to a new city, much less a new country.

s If one is not comfortable in their new
~ surroundings once they are married they will

feel homesick.

There are reasons why it is not as easy to
find a job or a career in the area you may

. dcision we face,

. lfetime

however, in NA there is a
high expectation of hard
work, sometimes at the
expense of seeing family &
friends.  Leaving behind
familiar surroundings &
lifelong friends is difficult
but with the internet can be
mitigated.

we sec il as @

commiiment

In the ME Druze families do not worry as
much about their children then Druze families
who worry a lot more in NA from the
environment surrounding them. Druze in NA
understand that long distances separate us, it
will either take an hour drive or a plane to
visit family & friends. In the ME the distance
to friends & family is short, from walking
across the street or taking a short drive.
Everyone lives very close to one another
which makes it convenient for them to stay in
contact. With most Druze in NA very busy
with their children, work &/or schoal, time is
very limited. In the ME everyone has more
timeto relax & spend time with one another.

We are al one blood, we are Druze, no
matter where we are, where we reside we are
al one. Understanding the issues and talking
them through are important steps when
deciding to marry a Druze from another
country. Being open-minded & supportive of
others background allows us to have a richer
life experience. «¢

Do not follow where the path may lead...

go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.
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May 12, 2010

Mr. Zion Kennan, Director —General
of the Haifa District, Workers Bank
visited the representatives of the
Druze community in that area.

They went to see some Druze
villages in the north, and there met
with heads of the local Druze
council to underline that the
Workers Bank will be expanding
with new branches into the area in
order to assist with the growth and
professional progress of the
community.

The Director-General initially met with the head of the
Druze sect, Sheikh Mowafek Tarif, a conciliator in his
village of Julis, and then met with Mr. Moufed Amer
in Horfiesh where the guests requested the support of
the physical education process and the Academy of
demobilized soldiers to assist them with grant monies.

It was announced that Mr. Zion Kennan pledged some
300,000 shekels ($80,000 USD) for this purpose, in
addition to the support provided for activities carried
out in years past.

At the conclusion of the meeting, representatives of
the community expressed their gratitude for the
support and attention to advance the interest of the
community. <

Jiday GBS et d) | Jlaad) did alal) el (’&

Adihal) ¢ Cpaliaal 8L 50 S99 Jadl pew dead) | Wi 1 o]
> g R U RV

s Al ary B lgua 19050 5L o DA (g
callaall plagys 1ol iy | Jladll A 45 A
sugpdn g Jlaad) dliy aca o ) gaS) ua 455l ddaal)

LB 4ol 8N B ol i Al gl £ uag
Adill AS LAY paugt Cings lliy il Saan Lo g b
g g olally (gl skl g

Osaed ) | Jland) il alal) sl ) dlad) A
Chish (@8ga gl 450 Adial) ey | O
Ky B els aia yud) sy 4l B
el asally Gubadall Qlla sy gy, b A
g Lusay aa psal) 3 giadl dpayalsy g dpanlail) 3 jpacall
Gl ) e Al iy
, ciagl) 13gd Jd 300,000 ieay 4s s e ol
Cudaa G b A Cllladl 288 o3 acall “ABL)
LQJJ OU&SM&M‘J&M@Q ,
plaialg asd (o 4add Ll (randl b S48y Ll

o

www.DruzeWorldwide.com ® HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE



EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM V 4.2, ISSUE 8 - JUNE 2010

The highest reward for man'’s toil is not what he gets for it, but what he becomes by it.
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Seeking Tawhid

(Continued from page 28)
Another cycle...

Why should humans be different from
the nature they are part of? They are
recycled. Like the tree whose improvement
of its seed gives better fruits or the
degeneration of its seeds degenerate the
tree and its fruits. Humans can improve
through Truthfulness, seeking knowledge,
practice of goodness and faith.

The concept of recycling is crucial for
human and individual accountability,
freedom of choice. The concept of
"recycling of the soul" is important to put a
sense of justice on the value of our deeds
and on their consequences. Man's
imperfection needs to be reduced by acts
and actions in its journey to return to its
Creator, his love, his goodness and his
justice. It takes more than a one life cycle
to do so.

THE MIRROR

The same way a mirror
reflects a true image of
what it has in front of it, a
broken mirror will reflect a
distorted image because it
is broken, not because
what it reflects is distorted.
Man’'s reflection of and understanding of
Goodness, Love is limited, thus it requires
dynamics of spiritual seeking and earthly
behavior to become less blurred..more clear.

Since humans are not perfect, their
inner mirror, human soul has to be (NOT
broken) and improved (become less
broken), to reflect the beauty of truthfulness,
of Goodness, of the TRUTH, God is TRUTH
ALLAH HAQ. For those who see a glance of
it, it becomes addictive like love and will
seek more and more.

How do we do that? By seeking more
education, spiritual Knowledge, love, and
practice and encourage the use of the mind
for the progress of humanity. These are
some basics of our Tawhid values. In
making serious efforts to FIX our inner mirror
we will gradually discover the joy of the
Truth and the beauty and love of the Creator
and human's will, and get closer to the
Creator.

DEVELOPMENT, GOODNESS & A GROWING UNIVERSE

It is obvious to all of us that sciences

are developing further, knowledge is

increasing, and the use of reason in our day
to day life is becoming more and more
needed. Thus narrow minded dogma,
believes and ideologies/ religions that freeze
the human mind and require blind faith and
blind obedience to a religious structure, are
blocking human progress/development and
provide a frozen/static answer to a still
growing universe. The Creator’s love is not
an exclusivity to any group it is open to any
one that wants to seek it through seeking
Knowledge, practicing ones values and
using one's mind to tolerate and to
understand. REMEMBER: The human mind
is what separates us from Animals.

As you can tell by now, Tawhid is not a
dogma, it is not a static Book, it is not limited
to a period of time or to only one Prophet. It
is as old as the universe and it recognizes all
monotheistic Prophets, as the holy Quran
does. ltis along learning individual process
that promotes the purification of the soul and
personal accountability away from an
original sin complex.

Tawhid is the objective of any Muslim
(all those who submitted to the will of one
God) Tawhid MONOTHEISM considers
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, various
fazes of a continuum of the river of Tawhid.

Tawhid recognizes all messengers. It
realizes that delivering the message of God
to a certain environment requires the use of
terminologies understood by the ordinary
people. Thus if the level of illiteracy is 96
percent, it should be simple to be
understood. However, the more you are
educated and exposed to spiritual
knowledge, the more you act with
Truthfulness, the more you find the
additional treasures in the same message,
you get closer to the real essence. Like any
treasure it is not available to all, it is rare and
requires seeking and search.

Think of the pearl, you need to dive to
find its shell, and to open its shell to discover
it, to celebrate its beauty. It is not like an
apple anyone can get from an apple tree.

Think of the requirements to go to

College.. you need to go through
elementary, the intermediate and the
secondary... you need to finish your

undergraduate work... you cannot just jump
and say | have university degree. The
Tawhid path is very similar.. you need to
work for it, to seek it, to be patient. It is not
as simple as praying in the mosque or in a
church; though sincere praying is always
good in whatever way you do it.

These are, in a nutshell, few basics that
should make you feel proud of your roots. |
hope in letters to follow we can address the
basic Tawhid values and their modernistic
influence, though they have been diffused/
recycled more than a thousand years ago by
the Fatimate Caliph AL Hakim Bi AMR
ALLAH and his disciple Hamza BIN ALI.

future?

Why are we so secretive, my son
keeps on asking me?

As | mentioned there are requirements
to become a MOUWAHID, the same way
there are requirements to become a heart
surgeon, you cannot just declare yourself
one.

Unfortunately, the process of fulfilling
these Tawhid requirements has been

subjected to political, social and
developments and to the lack of
enlightenment among many within the

spiritual community. Is it a dead end? NO
it is not. It makes the journey more
complicated & more challenging.

Nobody in the United States has
prevented me from accessing available
information, from doing my own research,
from meditating and from seeking
Goodness. Remember the BEE, from many
available flowers of wisdom. The Internet
allows access to libraries all over the world,
a huge untapped blessing that we should
take advantage of. We should also link up
with serious efforts to publish about the
Druze heritage like London based Druze
Heritage Foundation which has published
more than 20 books and has organized a
seminar at Oxford University. The
American Druze Foundation has initiated a
symposium at the Library of Congress,
about Tawhid, the first of its kind in the
USA. Obviously we should not forget the
decades long efforts of the American Druze
society and its many publications.

In my future dialogue with you, | shall
be more specific about venues you can use
to acquaint yourself .....there are many.... |
am confident that your reactions and
inquiries will guide me and all those trying to
assist our youth, believe me there are a few
excellent personalities available.

R/

Till the next letter....Allah Maakoun. <+
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LEBANON

Educational Social Event in Sofar

Information Development Center
Donated by the Rotary of Aley & Rotary San Rafael - California

Never doubt ’rhai a small group of ihoughiful committed people can
change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.
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eikh Halim
Takieddine was
ppointed in the

above post upon the
request of Druze
dignitaries, Kamal
Joumblat and al Ameer

Majeed Areslan and

. . . Druze deputies and
H'_S Emln_ence_z She'kh ministers along with the
Halim Takieddine, Chief RtV S, d i1
Judge of Druze Lebanese Prime

Minister and Cabinet in
May, 1968.

Jurisprudence and
President of the Druze
Supreme Court.

1922—1983

This post had been
vacant for 15 years
before his appointment
because of discord,
then, between the two Sheikh el Akls who presided Druze
Jurisprudence. This resulted in hundreds of judicial cases
accumulating unfinished

After his appointment, Sheikh Halim lost no time, and
went ahead studying the accumulated cases with his two
Consultants, Sheikh Saji’ el Awar and Sheikh Shafik Aboul
Hosn — The files were cleared within a year or so.
Meanwhile, His Eminence lost no time in organizing the
Druze courts in the five mouhafazats in Lebanon,
appointing new judges where needed, with the approval of
the Prime Minister, Druze dignitaries, and Cabinet.

He recruited new employees and assistants in the

His Eminence Sheikh
Halvm Takieddine

By: Dr. Adal Hamdan Takieddine

different offices and courts where needed. He rented and
furnished new office space for all the judges and
personnel in order to meet the professional dignity and
respect for all concerned. It is important to observe that
previous to his appointment, judges had carried the
judicial work and kept the records of their clients in their
own homes, hence lacking the privacy necessary for
professional legal work.

The courts started functioning professionally and
efficiently, with close supervision and inspection with the
help of His Eminence Sheikh Halim, and the cooperation
of the judges, assistants and employees.

Sheikh Halim Takieddine had always been a
hardworking, honest and self — made man, with vision,
initiative, high ambitions and prompt executives. He was
never satisfied with things as they were, but always
looking ahead for development and improvements.
However, his ambitions were never for accumulating
wealth, but for improving the conditions of his country, his
community and his people. He always seized the
opportunity, whether in his lectures, talks and writings to
encourage young men and women to study and progress
in whatever specialization they followed, to keep reading
and increase their knowledge.

Sheikh Halim lost his father, Ahmad Takieddine, who
was a well known and respected judge and poet, at an
early age (13 years). He followed his elementary and
secondary education in Aley and Beirut with the help of

(Continued on page 51)
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Supreme Court “in 1968.

(Continued from page 50)

his two elder brothers, Dr. Farid, medical doctor, and Adil,
Attorney General, who had completed their university
education and received their degrees, while their father
was still alive. He worked for his university education and
received his first degree (Licence) in History and
Geography from the Lebanese University in 1956. He got
married to Adal Hamdan in the same year and had his first
son Ousama, he continued his university education and
entered the School of Law for four years and received his
Law Degree in 1962.

While Sheikh Halim was studying at the Lebanese
University, he was
given a contract to
teach at the Faculty of
Social Sciences at the
same university where
he lectured until he
was appointed “Chief
Judge of the Druze
Supreme Court”, in
1968.

In 1964 he
decided to run for
parliamentary
elections in the Shouf
District and registered
officially  for his
adventure, and was
encouraged by
relatives and friends
to go ahead with his
adventure. The
political  situation,
however, was not ripe
enough for a new
deputy candidate, and
so he complied with
Kamal Joumblat’s wish to withdraw for the benefit, at the
time, for an older, more experienced, man of politics his
relative Bahij Takieddine.

Nasr, Mohafazat Beirut;

of Mohafazat

Sheikh Halim was elected unanimously “Secretary
General” of the “Druze Council “and kept this important
position until he was appointed ‘Chief Judge of the Druze

Sheikh Halim Takieddine presiding
judges of the five Mouhafazat of Lebanon. The Sheikhs from left to
right: Sheikh Sharif Abou Hamdan, Qada’a Al Shouf, Baakline;
Sheikh Najib Kais , Qada’a Hasbaya; Sheikh Halim; Sheikh Mirsil
Sheikh Sharif Sharaf, Qada’a Rashaya;
Sheikh Masoud Al Gharib , Qada’'a Aley ( his face not shown in
picture); the others are the executive employees in different courts

After he accomplished the administrative organization
of the courts, and work went on smoothly in the five
mouhafazats of Lebanon, Sheikh Halim focused his
attention on the important side of his career, namely
writing. The first book he wrote was his father's poetry
which he collected from different archives in the American
University Library and archives of different news papers.
His second book was entitled “Druze Jurisprudence
through History” written in Arabic ¢ o (pos gall sLad )
(esdls Ylin which he made a thorough coverage of the
subject. His third book “Personal Status of the Druze”
and comparison with those of the Sunnis and Shi'as “(in
Arabic). His forth
book was * The
Will, Inheritance
in the Druze
- Personal Status
law and Tradition*
with one hundred
Lexamples of
inheritance division
and comparison
with  the  other
Islamic sects with
the cooperation of
Sheikh Mirsil Nasr
who is also a
Judge in the Druze
Jurisprudence
Court.

X
5
-\.57

howad

the periodic meeting of the

During the war in
Lebanon in the
seventies and
eighties,  Sheikh
Halim was deeply
distressed over the
turmoil and
destruction by the
different factions in Lebanon. News correspondents daily
came to his house to seek his opinion on the tragic events
taking place then. Daily reports from him were released by
almost all newspapers, in which he condemned the
atrocities, destruction and assassinations committed by all
sides causing fear and anxiety to all. People from all over

(Continued on page 52)

The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is that little extra.
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Lebanon would wait anxiously to read his daily press
release. Foreign correspondents; television, radio and
written media came to his house to interview him seeking
his opinion on the whole situation.

Sheikh Halim Main concern was the unity of all the
Lebanese people, all sects, classes, and political parties.

e |
%

"

Left to right: Sheikh Halim Takieddine; The President of the Lebanese
Republic then Mr. Charle Helou; Sheikh Halim’s two consultants
Sheikh Sijaan Al Awar and Sheikh Shafic Aboul Hosn

He objected to and refused the division of Lebanon and
the Lebanese into smaller religious divisions. He insisted
on unity and reconciliation among all the people.

The Israeli invasion of Lebanon added to the turmoil
and division of the different sects and parties and added
destruction of the land.

It was on Thursday noon, December 1%, 1983 when
His Eminence was at home alone, his children, daughter
and younger son were at the American University and our
eldest son was studying in USA, his telephone was
bugged — a perfect moment for the criminal to commit his
crime.

Investigation started, curfew announced all over Beirut

=
s
3 -
2
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and the house was filled with family, friends and police.
Enthusiasts came into the house declaring that they would
go out into the streets and kill people for revenge. His wife
and brothers refused such an inhuman act, saying we do
not want innocent blood spilled for an innocent victim.

At his funeral in Beirut gathered thousands of people
of all sects, classes and ages. Covered in green velvet,
the oak coffin rested on a white catafalque in the House of
the Druze. Religious leaders
congregated around his coffin and
joined in prayer for his soul.
Television and news media from all
over the region, Europe and
England were there filing and taking
pictures. “He was the best, warmest
-mannered man,” said Sheikh
Hassan Khaled, grand mufti of
Lebanon and spiritual head of the
Sunni. On behalf of Amin Gemayel,
a senior government official
posthumously awarded Takieddine
the rank of Commodore in the Order
of Cedars. He was buried in
Baagline.

The second day another funeral
service took place in his town of
Baakline where his family, relatives,
friends and religious leaders and
Sheikh of el Akl, Mohammad Abou
Shakra led by Walid Joumblat, the
Druze Leader who was in the Shouf
district because of Israeli occupation and they had
blocked all the roads to the mountain.

With the death of His Eminence, Sheikh Halim
Takieddine, Lebanon lost a man of vision, justice, unity
and love. <

Druze Worldwide is delighted to be the only Voice of
the Druze which has the honor to remember & publish
our Distinguished Druze personalities past and
present. We are very proud to have many educated &
accomplished Druze individuals. If you would like to
include a Druze with their history and achievements
please submit the information to:
Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com
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A day is Eternity's seed, and we are its Gardeners.
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HOLY LAND

Druze celebrate at Prophet J ethro’s grave

April 25, 2010 - partial reprint of article published by Jonah Mandel.

The Druze community is marking
the four-day religious holiday of the
grave of Nabbi Shua'yb, Prophet Jethro,
which begins on Sunday.

The shrine marking the burial place of
Moses’'s Midianite father-in-law is the
Druzes holiest site, and thousands of
clergy and laymen will make the
pilgrimage to the location near Kfar Hittim,
just north of Tiberias.

In honor of the occasion, which is
celebrated annually on April 25, the
IBA Arabic channel 33 will broadcast
a new documentary film about the
holiday and the Druze community at
8pm on Sunday. Filmmaker Saleem
Shedadeh, who is manager of the
religions department at the IBA's
Arabic television and radio stations,
directed and produced the 30 minute
piece, which was shot at the Nabbi
Shua’yb site and provide a
fascinating view into the close-knit
community of Israeli Druze through
interviews with spiritual leader
Sheikh Muafak Tarif and other prominent
Druze thinkers and leaders.

One such person is Sheikh Dr.
Fayez Azzam of Usfiya, who heads the
Druze Research and Archive Section
within the University of Haifa's Jewish-
Arab Center, which he established in
1974, and was until his retirement two
years ago the supervisor over the Druze
heritage studies in the Education Ministry,
a position he held for 35 years.

“The Druze religion first appeared in
history approximately 1,000 years ago, in
the time of Caliph al-Hakim in Egypt,”
Azzam stated over the weekend. “The
religion accepts the prophets of
Christianity, Islam and Judaism, but adds
new interpretations and other prophets as
well. Much of the religion derives from
exegesis of Islamic teachings, but
reinterprets issues such as marriage -
polygamy is prohibited among Druze,

for example, as is the option of a couple
that divorced remarrying.”

Druze religious rites are covert. Only
a man or woman who has accepted the
secret codes of the creed can visit Druze
houses of prayer, called hilwe (a secluded
place), where they may pray and study.
They are called Ugal (the

knowledgeable), and such men stand out
with their mandatory moustaches and

The shrine marking the burial place of Moses’s
Midianite father-in-law is the Druzes holiest site

shaved heads covered in white
headdresses. Religious Druze women
cover their heads with white scarves.

While the majority of Druze are
uninitiated in the secret religion and
defined a Juhal, the Druze layman still
has an acquaintance with the broader
religious principles, and is committed to
the community’s moral and ethical codes
of behavior, which are said to derive from
the creed.

“All Druze believe in monotheism and
reincarnation - a person’'s body may
expire, but the soul is eternal. Thatis
part of the reason Druze are less
fearful of death,” Azzam said. The overt
reason for the secretive nature of the
religion is the persecutions Druze were
subject to in the Muslim surrounding in
which their faith came in being. It was
best to hide the religious markings and
live like everyone else around, Azzam
explained.

“The site is open all year round.
Druze flock there and on weekends it's
difficult to find a parking space,” Azzam
continued. It is also customary among
Druze who have a specific need or
problem - be it iliness, a crisis, a wish for
a baby boy - to vow that they will visit
Nabbi Shua'yb tomb, if their need is
answered,” Azzam said.

There are approximately 125,000
Druze in Israel, according to data
| released by the Central Bureau of
Statistics last week, most of them in
the Carmel region and the Galilee, and
about 20,000 of them in the Golan.
Most of the Golan Druze did not
accept Israeli citizenship after the Six
Day War and do not serve in the IDF.

Druze only constitute 1.7 percent of
Israel’'s general population but are
represented in the Knesset by no less
than four members of their community,
holding seats in Israel Beiteinu, Likud,
Kadima and Balad. Another central
field in which Druze are to be found
beyond their relative numbers is the
media, with many of the community’s men
holding roles in the various Hebrew and
Arabic-speaking news bodies.

But despite these achievements,
Azzam pointed out that Druze lag in the
economy, industry and trade. There are
also very few Druze in senior
governmental position. “there have also
not been enough efforts to promote
industry in Druze areas,” he said.

One of the highlights of
Shehadeh’s film is an old man
recalling the days before 1948, when
busloads of Druze from Syria and
Lebanon would arrive at Nabbi
Shua’yb’s tomb a week ahead of the
holiday for communal and religious
festivities. “We all hope to see the day
when Druze from the entire region will
be able to arrive here for the holiday,”
Azzam said. <
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YoU TELL US....

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Seattle, USA

I want to personally thank you so much for your 1A iasl 88 duad) ass |
hard work and your contribution to the Druze in dasd o (28 ) pSa g sl S

general and to the ADS in particular. Your online & #5413 (HSL ) ple aly bl

magazine "Al __Fajr _The Dawn __Druze 2 ey ‘:"‘93““ G e L “-‘“
International Magazine" is an inspiration to me a8l g o) sl JS At al8 g
and my family. | read most of the articles within (Al Lz

the magazine and | truly enjoy them. As a druze living in the United States |
appreciate having a source of information about our history, current HOLY LAND
activities, and being able to read what my fellow Druze scholars, writers,
artists write about so many subjects that directly and indirectly involves our
social and religious subjects. Your work is greatly appreciated. Please keep
us the good work.
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Dr. Faiz Azzam,
University of Haifa - Druze Institute

Al Fajr The Dawn is a free e-publication for everyone which we voluntarily put together. We are receiving
a few requests for a paper copy of the magazines, if you would like to have a hard copy we will do a

special order for you only to cover the cost. To order a high quality copy with all pages in full color:
Send your check with the Issue Number you are ordering (see website for Issue #).

. Please allow 4-6 weeks after your check clears for delivery.

wh ing please include:
en ordering please include Cost: $35 - USA & CANADA, $50 - INTERNATIONAL

Full Name: Cost includes high quality color printing, postage & mailing.
Full mailing address:

Make your check payable to: SHAUKI HALIME

Country: Mail to: Shauki Halime
Phone number: Box 861561,
Email address: Los Angeles, California, 90086, USA

If one advances confidently in the direction of their dreams, & endeavors to lead a 55
life which they have imagined, they will meet with a success unexpected in common hours.
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LEBANON

Qarnag el, Beautiful Lebanese Town

New Open Air Seated Stadium Approved
Capacity 3,000

Qarnayel

A stadium project for Qarnayel has
been approved. It is a joint venture by
the Municipality of Qarnayel donating
the land for free for 50 years with the
agreement that the project will be built
on the land at no cost to the
municipality. All the funds will be put

EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

up by the Union of Municipality of the
Maten Al Aa’la located in Hammana.

Soon, Qarnayel will have a large
open area including a seated open air
theatre Stadium with capacity for 4 to
5 thousand spectators and parking for
1,000 cars, it will also include a closed
sewage system.

It will be available for use by the
entire Matn area for festivals, parties
and many other activities.

Outside of Beirut, Baalbaek and
Keserwan, Qarnayel will be the only
local with such a magnificent Stadium.
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All this came about by the efforts
and pressure exercised on the Union
to develop Qarnayel. It was agreed
upon by the Mayor of the Union,
Marwan Najeeb Salha to help the area
while he is the head of the Union. All
signatures were obtained so it is a go
ahead.

The land donated by the local of
Qarnayel free of charge is 38,000
square meters near Tareeq Jurat
Arsoun. After 50 years the income
from it's activities will revert and belong
directly to the municipality. <
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Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.
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A polémica em torno da
Construcéao da Usina
Hidrelétrica de Belo Monte
— Amazonia - Brasil

A construcdo da Usina Hidrelétrica de
Belo Monte, que pretende ser construida
no Brasil, em Altamira, oeste do Estado do
Para, é considerada sendo a maior, uma
das maiores obras do Governo Federal. O
Governo promete um programa de
aceleracdo e crescimento econdmico-
social ndo somente na regido, mas em
todo o pais.

Trata-se de um projeto iniciado em
Fevereiro de 1989 que ja dura, portanto,
mais de 20 anos. Muitos sdo o0s
obstaculos que o Governo enfrenta para a
realizacdo do projeto. Ambientalistas
posicionam-se contra o projeto, na defesa
do meio ambiente, das populacdes
tradicionais ali existentes e da
biodiversidade constante daquela naquela
regiao.

A Hidrelétrica de Belo Monte prop&e o
barramento do Rio Xingu. O rio tem
aproximadamente 1870 quildbmetros de
extensdo. O projeto pretende a construcdo
de dois canais que desviardo o0 leito
original do rio, através de escavacdes de
aproximadamente 200 milhdes de metros
cubicos, provocando uma alagamento de
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Por: Suellen Abou El Hosn Ribeiro Malato

Ela é 24 anos de idade, graduada em direito, Diretor de legislacdo do cemitério-Parque
Recanto da Saudade, a empresa familiar, localizada em Belém do Para, Brasil. Neta de
drusos Nabih Abou El Hosn e Sueid Abou El Hosn (no memoriam), suas raizes familiares
sempre levaram a ter um interesse para a cultura e a situagdo do povo drusos em todo o
mundo. Seu av6 Nabih Abou El Hosn constantemente assiste as convencdes de drusos.

Portuguese

516 quildbmetros quadrados, o que
corresponde a um terco da cidade de S&o
Paulo.

O impacto serd sentido por 174
espécies de peixes, 387 espécies de
répteis, 440 espécies de aves, 259
espécies de mamiferos, sem falar nas
espécies ameacadas de extingdo. A
riqueza na biodiversidade dos peixes
corresponde a quatro vezes o total de
espécies encontradas em toda a Europa.

Os povos indigenas serao
condenados se for realizado o barramento
do Rio Xingu.

Havera flagrante violagdo dos direitos
dos povos humanos envolvidos na
guestdo, um forte ataque a soberania dos
povos indigenas que ocupam
tradicionalmente essas terras.

Trata-se de um problema que atingira

ndo somente 0s
brasileiros, mas toda
a comunidade
internacional, posto
que os impactos
poderdo ser sentidos
em todo o mundo.

(0] cineasta
americano  James
Cameron esteve na
regido e ficou
impressionado com o
que viu. Disse que ira
propor um
movimento internacional contra a usina
planejada para ser construida no Rio
Xingu. A forte ligacdo do diretor com o
projeto se deve ao seu ultimo filme Avatar,
cuja historia se passa no planeta Pandora,
onde os habitantes do planeta entram em
conflito com seres humanos, que querem
explorar minérios que revolucionardo a

producdo de energia, provocando a
destruicBo da fauna e da floresta,
caracteristicas de Pandora. E a ficcdo
imitando a realidade.

A atriz Sigoumey Weaver liderou um
protesto em Nova York contra a
construcdo da hidroelétrica Belo Monte na
Amazénia e pediu ao Governo brasileiro
gue seja um “lider” em matéria ambiental.
Para Weaver, as autoridades brasileiras
deveriam se “concentrar nas energias
renovaveis e no consumo eficiente de
energia’.

O Cacique Raoni, lider indigena da
regido, esteve em Paris para fazer
campanha contra a construcdo da Usina
Hidrelétrica de Belo Monte, onde se reuniu
com o ex-presidente francés Jacques
Chirac e pediu apoio para impedir a
construcdo. Chirac é coordenador de uma
fundac@o que atua na area ambiental.

Segundo o cacique,
0 mesmo pedido
sera feito ao
presidente francés,
Nicolas Sarkozy.

No Estado do Pard,
se for realizado a
construgcdo da Usina
Hidrelétrica de Belo
Monte, sera
considerada a
terceira maior
hidrelétrica do
mundo, perdendo
apenas para a China
(Trés Gargantas) e Brasil - Paraguai
(Itaipu). No entanto, o barramento do Rio
Xingu terda consequéncias em todo
Planeta provocando um dano ambiental
irreparavel.

Vamos Salvar o Planeta! <
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Classical Realistic Paintings

By Sleiman Dleikan

We are pleased to announce the
launching of the website.

www.sleimandleikan.com

The Aley, Lebanon-born painter, illustrator
and graphic artist Sleiman Aref Dleikan is
one of the artists of Lebanon settled in
Kuwait.

Although he has developed his own
independent style he is an acute observer of
nature, may it be of human figures, animal
figures, landscapes, or anything given to us
by nature. Perhaps he can be better
understood as,

"a painter of ordinary people trying to paint,
the best of God’s Creations.”

His paintings will be on display
for visitors in the gallery at
Palais Unesco, Beirut,
Lebanon from
July 1 to July 8, 2010.
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It is our choices that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities.
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DRUZE HISTORY - CON’T

(Continued from page 41)

the mid-1920s, these same Hauran
Druze rose in armed rebellion against the
French shortly after France, emerging
victorious from the First World War, was
allotted its mandate over Syria and
Lebanon. This Druze revolt was to trigger
a general Syrian insurrection against the
French Mandate,
lasting for nearly three
years.)

Historically, the close
relations between the
Druze and Christians of
the Lebanon date back
to the sixteenth century,
when the Druze of the
Shuf, whose livelihood
depended on silk
production, first opened
their country to large-
scale Christian-and
principally Maronite-peasant migration
from the north, to help produce the silk.
To encourage this Christian immigration,
the leading Druze chiefs of the area
made generous donations of land to
Maronite and other Christian monastic
orders for the building of monasteries
and churches; tradition has it that the
Druze villages where the Christian
newcomers settled came to be called
‘honoured villages (diya® musharrafa)'.
Meanwhile, as the Druze emirs holding
the iltizam of the Druze area gained
control over the adjacent Maronite nahiye
of Kisrawan, the management of the
affairs of Mount Lebanon developed into
a close Druze-Maronite partnership.

Having the advantage of numbers and of
privileged external connections, the
Maronites eventually started to gain the
upper hand in this partnership. This
development appears to have elicited
little Druze concern in its initial stages
but, before long, tensions began to
rise. Incited and openly backed by
France, the Maronite clerical and
feudal leaderships began, from the
1840s, to seek complete dominance
over the whole of Mount Lebanon,
causing the Druze to feel dangerously
threatened on their very home
ground. When the Druze reaction, in
full force, finally came in 1860,

its
violence was such that the Christian

parties who had provoked it fled the
scene, leaving the defenseless Christians
of the Druze regions to their fate.

While the manner in which the Druze fell
upon their terrified Christian neighbours
in 1860-in the Shuf, Wadi al-Taym and
elsewhere-went far beyond the justifiable
limits of self-defense, what it represented
at the time was an outburst of
pent-up feelings of hostility
provoked by decades of equally
unjustified Christian provocation.
Over a century later,
during the course of the
multi-faceted Lebanese
civii war of 1975-1991,
Christian provocation was
even more pronounced
and included indefensible
attacks on isolated and §
unprotected Druzeg
communities in different §
= parts of Mount Lebanon §
(notably, in the Matn and Shahhar
districts). This was a decisive =
factor in eliciting the violence with &
which the Druze attacked .
Christians living in their midst in
1983, devastating their villages
and forcing a massive Christian
exodus from the Shuf. In both
instances, the Druze recourse to violence
represented a departure from the
historical Druze norm, which had
emphasized peaceful coexistence on the
basis of equitable partnership and mutual
goodwill. However, to maintain this norm,
the community had first to attend to its
survival, which is why, at various turning
points in their history, the Druze felt
compelled to resort to arms when they
perceived their community to be in
danger. This compulsion was the same
regardless of whether the perceived
danger came from a neighbor or an
external power, or whether the odds were
with the Druze or
overwhelmingly against
them.

Proud of their communal
4 identity and solidarity, the
‘4 Druze have also been
staunchly attached to their
native soil; the same Druze
families have lived in the
same towns and villages, if not the same

houses, for centuries, with hardly an

interruption. Attachment to community and
territory, however, has never been a bar to
active Druze involvement in the affairs of
the broader societies to which they
belonged; nor has it obstructed the Druze
commitment to the wider Arab identity that
they share with other Muslim and Christian
communities of the Near East.

Moreover, though socially conservative,
the Druze have exhibited a remarkable
openness to Western cultural influences in
modern times. During the nineteenth and
early-twentieth
centuries,
Lebanese
Druze chiefs
welcomed and
offered  their
protection  to
British  and
American
missionaries
arriving  to
establish
schools  and
colleges in the
S h u f
% mountains, as

they had in
Beirut,;
furthermore,
by sending their own sons and daughters
to these teaching institutions, they set the
example for others. As a result, the spread
of modern education began particularly
early among the Druze, no less than
among Lebanese Christians. In due
course, Druze educated at home or
abroad came to be counted among those
playing leading roles in the social,
economic and cultural advancement of
Lebanese society, as of the broader Arab
society, thereby placing their community in
the vanguard of Arab development.

All of these considerations make the
heritage of the Druze community a
subject worthy of serious academic
investigation-beginning with a thorough
survey of Druze literature and of
centuries of literature written about the
community, both by its supporters and by
its detractors. Hopefully, the present
bibliography, sponsored by the Royal
Institute for Inter-Faith  Studies in
Amman, Jordan, will help provide not
only basic material, but also an incentive
for further study in the field. <

www.DruzeWorldwide.com #% HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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Eid Al Adha celebrated in Washington,
DC. WAl over 300 guests attended an
elegant party that was highlighted with the
performance of our Sarkha Dance group.

61
In the hopes of reaching the moon men fail to see the flowers that blossom at their feet.
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By Dr. Abdallah Najjar

In the age of nuclear energy, computer
technology, extra-terrestrial exploration,
development of ‘intelligent’ robots and
unfolding of deeper secrets of life on this
planet, one cannot help but note that the
information superhighway is the road we are
apt to use in our pursuit of knowledge.

Knowledge of oneself and of God within the
bounds of wisdom is also the path of Tawhid,
i.e. the faith of the Druze in its pure form.
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TAWHID

Learning and knowledge have certainly
dissipated much of the mythologies and
archaic practices of old and destabilized
many convictions held by people around the
world; however, this newly acquired
knowledge has been unable by itself, being
devoid of wisdom, to uphold the spiritual and
moral tenants inherent in Tawhid. Thus we
find that affluence, consumerism, even
individual freedom without corresponding
obligation as manifested in modern
technological societies are more of a curse
than a blessing.

The pursuit of knowledge via the accepted
scientific method alone has created a void,
an emptiness, in human affairs. According
to the theosophy of Tawhid, faith without
knowledge leads man to stagnation, and
knowledge without faith leads him to
emptiness.

Only when the twain-Faith and Knowledge-
are joined in a holy matrimony will we see
their offspring as a truly legitimate evolution

of human kind in the direction of their
Creator. In spite of the historical struggle
between good and evil within self and within
society, the call to Tawhid has had its share
of struggle. Because of the threat it posed to
the status quo, it had to withdraw into
secrecy to protect the converts and the
movement from further persecution.

In the 21st Century, however, this continued
secrecy is doing more harm than good. In
the global village that we inhabit, openness
and sharing in the study of and call to
Tawhid is our legacy and our responsibility.
Let us help spread this unique -cultural,
spiritual, intellectual treasure we inherited
and be a witness and a role models in the
global village.

We must be as Muwahidoun Druze a role
model for those qualitative attributes we
know as love, wisdom, faith, justice,
freedom, honor and the fear of God, all of
which are within the essence of the Tawhid
message.

HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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Ou August 29, 2009
Place: Rame, Galilee
Westing you a long and
Happy lfe together.

Dr. Essmaeel is a Senior Staff, US
Congress and they reside in
Southern California.

Don't judge each day by the harvest you reap but by the seeds that you plant.
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For All Upcoming Druze Events - check our website

www.DruzeWorldwide.com clickon EVENTS
All information and updated program details are listed there.

USA
Detroit, Michigan
July 5 - 11, 2010

Date: July5-11, 2010
Hotel: Marriott - Renaissance Detroit
$110 Room Rate
Planned Activities:
SEINIMES
Kids Club
Cultural Exhibit
Youth Outings
Nightly Parties

Hospitality Suite
Dabke Group
Talent Show
Basketball
Tournament

¥ And Much

Check Website
www.DruzeWorldwide.com
EVENTS for full details.

Dallas, TEXAS

November, 2010

Thanksgiving Convention

Dallas Chapter sends everyone a warm
welcome to the upcoming Convention &
hopes to see you all there.

EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

Upcoming
Druze
Conventions

Check
www.DruzeWorldwide.com
under

EVENTS
for complete details !!

U.S. A.
July 5 - 11, 2010
# Detroit, Michigan
64th Annual

VENEZUELA
July 2 -5, 2010
* Merida - 4th Annual
National Youth Conference

U. S. A.
November 2010
* Dallas, Texas
11th Annual Thanksgiving

VENEZUELA

January, 2011
+ Valencia - 25th Annual

AUSTRALIA

January 2011
* Adelaide - 6th Annual BDW

CANADA
May, 2011
* To be Announced
8th Annual

www.DruzeWorldwide.com #% HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE



EMAIL: DRUZE@DRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM V 4.2, ISSUE 8 - JUNE 2010

Life is like riding a bicycle - in order to keep your balance, you must keep moving.
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: : : If you would like to receive notification when the next issue

Publisher & Editor-In-Chief of this Magazine is available online, please send us an email

i . to the address listed here or on the website, include your full

Shauki Halime name, email address, & country in which you reside. This

magazine is primarily available on line though the website

www.Druzeworldwide.com or in print by special order only.
See website for ordering information & full disclaimer.

E-mail:
Shauki@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please rest assured we will not share your email
address with anyone. This is a private email listing
Website: which is not shared publicly or sold to anyone.

www.DruzeWorldWide.com Please be sure to add DruzeWorldWide.com to your safe
list in order to receive our emails directly. Thank you.
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What we are about ...

to make a difference and create an identifiable

This complimentary Druze to preserve those culture that will be impossible for anyone to
Magazine is a non-political Grirsg  PARIRINTERNATIONAL MNaAtiNg elements  which extinguish. We want to hear from everyone
communication vehicle for the . L have defined our on their ideas and thoughts.

Druze community worldwide. It
is our pleasure to be part of %
globally connecting our diverse -
Druze societies with one another.

past, & bring it's
relevance & We have the widest Druze network
significance to our available & the magazine is posted on the
future generations. www.DruzeWorldwide.com website for it to
be accessible around the globe for all to
This magazine is read & enjoy. It is also supported through
an attempt to stem social media websites such as Druze
the tide and assist Worldwide Group on Facebook and others.
with the evolution of
our culture, as the Everyone is welcome to submit an article
world  will surely or opinion for publication consideration. All
dilute us if we are ages are included & encouraged. We reserve
unable to define the right to review, edit, accept or decline
ourselves in a articles as well as revise for clarity, content &
manner that will space.
We have the ability to share : muwiTe ie uphold our unique ; - )
our unique culture & customs in a | destiny into the 21% Until the very exciting next issue,
very accessible cyber world while century. wishing the best to everyone!!
maintaining the efforts required
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With our common roots we
have flourished & now reside in
every country around the world.
In an effort to keep our
uniqueness & traditions in a fast
paced and changing world; we
need to maintain a method to
transcend the requests for
conformity.

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine is prepared as a service to the Druze community Worldwide & may contain advice, opinions, &
statements of various information providers. Al Fajr The Dawn makes no warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information disclosed. The opinions of the authors expressed herein do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the Editor. Articles are always welcomed & can be emailed directly as noted above. Please see our website

www.Druzeworldwide.com for further information and full disclaimer.

Reproduction of any part of this publication requires permission from the Editor. Copyright © 2010 — All rights reserved
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www.DruzeWorldwide.com

Home of:

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine

E-mail: Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com



