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Costume of a Druze woman, Palestine, 19th century. She Druze woman of Lebanon wearing a tantour headdress
wears turban headdress with scarf, long jacket, tunic, with scarf, over skirts and trousers, carrying water jugs.

H. Hendrickx from Auguste Wahlen's Moeurs Usages
et Costumes de tous les Peuples du Monde Librairie
Historique-Artistique, Brussels, 1845. Wahlen was the

bottle. Handcoloured lithograph from Thomas Hailes
Lacy's Female Costumes Historical, National and

Dramatic in 200 Plates, London, 1865. Lacy (1809-1873) pseudonym of Jean-Francois-Nicolas Loumyer (1801-
was a British actor, playwright, theatrical manager and 1875), a writer and archivist with the Heraldic
publisher. Department of Belgium, 1845

“I shall pass through this life but once. Any good therefore that
I can do, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it.

For I shall never pass this way again”
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My Beloved Druze Society,

Druze women have a powerful legacy with the acknowledgement of equal
rights within the foundation of our beliefs. Our way of life began almost 1000 years
ago as outlined in the excellent article by Dr. Sheikh Fayez Azzam. This is a
wonderful part of our 1000 year heritage - literacy among Druze women has always
been common, as recorded in the historical writings of many individuals. Colonel
Churchill writing of the mid 12th to 13th century time period, states "in this respect,
women of the Druze even to this day (mid 19th century), maintain a marked
superiority over the rest of their sex throughout the country.” With this legacy
comes the responsibility to ensure it for our mothers, sisters, and daughters.

As we celebrate our precious mothers on Mothers Day, let us remember women
have the right to vote, to own property, to take leadership positions, but women have
not yet been able to enjoy the full advantage of their right to do so. Women’s rights
are human rights and cannot be overlooked. In this issue inheritance laws are
discussed showing we still have a long way to go on a very important issue. Mrs.
Hyatt Arslan writes a strong article on the low level of women in parliament.

There have been recent advances in allowing Civil Marriage. Young people are
making a difference, having a voice to implement change. We also see communities
coming together for success as in Baysour.

We congratulate the up and coming leaders making a difference, legal rising
stars and new graduates who will make their mark. There is more to life than
money, yet opportunities need to be made for the educated youth so they too may
have a life they dream of.

We can be a positive force of the necessary change. We are surrounded by a
universe of energy, abundance and possibilities. But we have to choose to take
action, to make a difference and we can make real, satisfying, lasting progress.

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine along with the website
www.DruzeWorldwide.com is the one and only voice of the Druze.

As we look to the future, together we grow, and forward we go.

Faithfully yours,
Staut

AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE

PUBLISHER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: SHAUKI HALIME
DESIGN & CREATIVE DIRECTOR: S. HALIME
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“Social gains are never handed out. They must be seized.”

Sheryl Sandberg
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Mrs. Hayat Arslan
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Politician, Activist of Women'’s rights, Supporter of Women Economic Empowerment &
Women Political Empowerment, is from the Wahhab family, from the Chouf area, lived &

studied in Beirut. Married to Prince Faysal Majid Arslan & has 4 grown children. She
currently resides in Aley, Lebanon. Established the “Society of Lebanon the Giver”
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According to The Women In Politics Map
2014, Lebanon only has 3.1 percent of
female representation and was ranked at
the 139th position, noting that the last
position is the 145th. There are currently
only four women in the 128-member
parliament in Lebanon and only one
woman in the government (There were
none in the previous government).
Quite shameful.

Check link below for full 2014 ranking:

http://www.ipu.org/pdf/publications/
wmnmap14 en.pdf

Information supplied by Druzeworldwide
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By: Said Obeid

The youngest of six children by Ibrahim & Salma Obeid, born & raised in Aley Lebanon.
Graduated AUB with a Master of Science degree. He & his family have been in France for
the last 20 years. Said is currently retired focusing on his hobbies of reading and gardening.
His wife of more than 30 years is Nawal Abul Hosn and they have three children, Maha,
Rulla, & Marwan. Said remains dedicated to Lebanon, to Aley and to our community all over.
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We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men and women are

created equal.
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a recent visit to his
te family in a crowded
suburb outside

Damascus, my cousin sent me the letter below.
| felt the responsibility to translate it into English
& to amplify his voice in the midst of deafening
silence.

He wrote: “In our homeland, we are deprived of
everything — of a moment of peace, of the
feeling of security, & the basic necessities for
existence. In our homeland, we are deprived of
sleep, the ability to dream, & tranquility. In our
homeland, we are deprived of water, electricity
& sanitation.

“It was a very tiresome trip passing through an
endless number of roadblocks scattered in
every corner & at every turn in a pattern that
defies any logic or order. As we drove, | began
to question the purpose behind these barriers
— why were they built? They obviously do not
serve as a factical approach to combating
terrorism nor have they succeeded in protecting
anyone. Were they simply erected as a show
of power? Were they built to further entrench an
ideology, to hammer it into the minds of the
people where one is incessantly dehumanized
& reminded of his/her worthlessness?

‘As we passed by the destruction & abysmal
demolition, | felt an urge to scream: For God’s
sake, why all this chaos? Was this devastation
necessary for change? Was the government,
with all its power, incapable of coming up with a
program that embodied our democratic
dreams? How did we become so divided, so full
of hatred, where Syrian brothers & sisters are
now drowning one another in endless rivers of
tears mixed with blood? Why could we have not
respected one another’s differences? And now,
the most important question: Will it ever
become possible to hold hands once again, to
restore & rebuild?

“After a marathon journey saturated with
indignity & humiliation, | arrived at my home

Letter from Syria:
Cry the beloved Country

By Ghada Al Atrash Janbey

outside of Damascus, to my mother & to her
warm heart. For long, | had dreamt of the day
that | would be in her arms again & imagined it
a happy day for me & her; but my dream was
far from reality, for | found my mother tired,
worn out, & exhausted from living.

“She was sad. She said, in utter hopelessness,
that the situation is worsening by the hour, that
the basic necessities for survival were absent,
& that everything is only getting worse. She told
me stories about poor mothers, widowed
mothers, & mothers of imprisoned sons &
daughter. She spoke of corruption, contempt,
discrimination, violence, & hatred. She said
that, like me, she couldn’t understand or fathom
the reason behind all the deaths & destruction.

“As she spoke, my heart bled
for our beautiful Syria: Syria

the alphabet, Syria the
jasmine, Syria the charm, a
Syria that has been

transformed into a battlefield
for politicians & a marketplace
for terrorists, extremists &
mercenaries to exchange
hatred & exact revenge. She
spoke of the sweltering heat &
the high cost of living. She
described the outbreak of
darkness due to the
continuous electricity outages. She prepared
me for what's to come during my vacation —
electricity on for two hours & out for four “on a
good day”. She said that there would be entire
days when electricity is on for only 1.5 hours.
She reminded me that a shortage of electricity
also determined what was to be stored in a
refrigerator, hence the absence of milk & meat.

“She admitted that it could have been worse
especially when one thinks of those living in the
upper floors of high rises & are no longer able
to use elevators, or of those who depended on
electricity to operate their medical equipment.
My mother also cautioned that water was

Ghada Al Atrash Janbey currently resides in Calgary, Canada. She holds a Master’s degree in English.
Ghada is married to Dr. Ehsan Janbey and is a mother of three—Selma, Aamer, and Marcel. She migrated
with her family from Syria in 1986. She is the daughter of former Syrian Ambassador, Dr. Jabr Al-Atrash.

scarce & to keep this in mind while drinking &
bathing.

“Imagine that you are in a place, a homeland,
where there is no water or electricity, no
internet, no communications, & no nothing! I am
very sad for our homeland, one that is
regressing by the day where all are desperately
looking for any signs of civilization left, for
what's the use of a refrigerator, an air-
conditioner, a water filter, a TV, or a radio when
there is no electricity?

“People are living because they have not yet
died. Their days are not only divided by
roadblocks, but also governed by schedule of
electricity, & their lives have been transformed
into waiting periods of sweat &
exhaustion. Yet it is expected of
Syrians to express their frustration in
a manner that reflects their education
& civilization. It is expected of us to
carry the middle name “Patience”.
But patience is also limited, &
Syrians are running out of it!

“The bitter reality is that the hands of
destruction are strangling our Syria
while the world continues to watch
the murder scene. Reality is also that
the deep lacerations & the many
infected parts of our beloved country
will not magically heal. The devastation is
everywhere, surrounding us from all directions,
suffocating our will to live.

‘Do you understand what it means to hear the
noise of shells & to see them falling from the
sky? A few days ago, we decided to sit outside
on the terrace to enjoy a cool breeze. We
washed the cement with cold water & placed
our fruits and drinks on the tables. Then, we
heard the deafening noise of a shell. It was
horrific. We were immediately on our feet and
took cover inside. | am too sad to write more.”
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In politics if you want anything said, ask a man. If you want anything done,
ask a woman. Margaret Thatcher
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Convencion Nacional de
Valencia 2015, se convirtid en una “Revista
musical” y con baja asistencia.

La Convencion Valencia 2015 se realizé con
la misma receta que la anterior (Maracaibo
2014), muchos artistas y poca gente
participante al evento, aproximadamente
unas 420 personas inscritas (Los
organizadores prometieron mas de 1000
asistentes), centrandose el evento con la
presentacion de un gran numero de cantantes
que en total eran 9 (la misma cantidad que la
de Maracaibo 2014), convirtiendo la
Convencion mas bien en una “Revista
Musical”, incluso hubo un concurso de

La Convencién Nacional Druza de Valencia
2015 ciertamente no fue una de las mejores
organizadas hasta la fecha, la misma no
contd con un comité organizador, y mucho
menos un verdadero plan de trabajo local, ya
que este Encuentro fue organizado por
algunos miembros de la Junta Directiva
Nacional de la Sociedad Cultural Druza
desde Maracaibo y Ciudad Ojeda.

- P

Ghandy Aboul Hosn agradece al Triatlon de Republica Dominicana
por el envio de su placa tras su honroso 2° lugar.

Ciertamente el polifacético Ghandy Aboul Hosn nos
sorprende cada dia, de Dr. Yaso, Maratonista, Atleta,
Psicologo graduado en una prestigiosa universidad
zuliana, y la ultima, el obtener el 2° lugar en la
exigente competencia del triatlén en la Republica
Dominicana, "Tri Punta Cana”, en la competencia
correspondiente al triatlon HALF-IRONMAN que se
realiz6 en el pasado mes de noviembre del 2014, en
la categoria 16 a 29 afios.

Por tal motivo, los organizadores dominicanos le
enviaron a Venezuela su placa correspondiente a
este 2° puesto en esta honrosa justa deportiva. En
las graficas Ghandy Aboul Hosn en la competencia y
con la bandera venezolana al revés celebra su justa
como buen venezolano opositor del régimen. En el
deporte todo se vale...Felicidades campeon.

Convention
Valencia

By: Monir El Masri

talentos en canto en una de esas noches, del
resto del programa fue poco atractivo y sin
muchas variables.

Del resto, el programa fue poco atractivo,
mal y sin tomar las previsiones necesarias
ante las eventualidades, fue una Convencion
hecha en Valencia pero casi sin valencianos,
y en parte alli radica la baja asistencia.

La gréfica que les mostramos de la fiesta de
la ultima noche, la de “GALA”, sobran las
palabras.

Ghandy Aboul Hosn thanked the triathlon of
Dominican Republic after placing 2nd. Certainly the

multifaceted Ghandy Aboul
Hosn surprises us every day, he
is a Doctor, marathon runner,
graduated from a prestigious
University, psychologist and
now, placing 2nd in the
demanding the triathlon
competition in the Dominican

! Republic, "Tri Punta Cana", in

] the competition for the HALF-
IRONMAN Triathlon, which took
place in November 2014, in the
16 to 29 years category.
Congratulations Champion.

= ——a

There never will be complete equality until women themselves help to

make laws and elect lawmakers. Susan B. Anthony
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You know who is against democracy in the Middle East? The husbands. The traditional
way of life must change. Without equal rights for women, you can't progress.
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In the
past few
years,
t h e
disparity among

social
Lebanese citizens has been widening, &
disagreement has reached a new peak.
However, at least the Lebanese have
reached an unspoken consensus
among themselves in one respect, &

& political

that is total lack of care for the
environment. Garbage can be seen
decorating the streets, as throwing litter
out the car window is a norm. Waste is
not properly treated, according to the

CAS
Establishments (1996-97), only 37% of

census of Buildings &
the nearly half-a-million buildings in
Lebanon were connected to a sewer
network. The remaining buildings either
use cesspools & septic tanks or release
raw sewage directly into the
environment, including rivers & streams,
dry river beds, & underground (dry
wells). Marine species are suffering due
to sea water pollution.

EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

There are so many crimes being
committed against the environment that
| cannot begin to enumerate them.
However, | also realize that many issues
concerning pollution have to do with
governmental regulation, which is
something not any ordinary person can
change. What can & should change
however are our own actions, no matter
how small, make a huge difference.

Let's start with the basics first. Stop
littering! Not only does it look disgusting,
it also has so many detrimental effects:

* For our health: Attracting rats & other
rodents which may carry diseases &
also organic waste is a perfect
breeding ground for bacteria.

* For our economy: Cleaning litter costs
money which comes out from
taxpayers pockets, & if it not picked
up it sends a negative image to
tourists, & Lebanon’s economy
depends heavily on tourism.

*For our wildlife: Glass & other
materials thrown near forests can lead
to massive fires, & if litter is left in the
wilderness many animals attempt to

LEBANON

Our World

By: Rozana El Eid

Rozana El- Eid is 21 years old and has recently graduated from the American University of Bierut
with a BS in biology and is now pursuing an MD at the faculty of medicine at AUB. Alongside her
academic career she leads a life of environmental activism, she held the position of treasure of
the Greenpeace club at AUB for the year of 2012. Rozana never misses a chance to express her
passion to nature & has currently launched a face book page deemed : EVERGREEN CHOUF.

*Carpool, start using public
transportation, or better yet, put on
your sneakers & go walking! This will
not only save you money but is
beneficial to your health.

* Cut down on food waste by freezing
leftovers & not buying more food than
you need.

* Go for your reusable bottles to cut
down on plastic, which takes 450
years to decompose.

In conclusion we need to reach a
comprehension of how imperative a
cleaner & greener environment is to us.
There must be an awareness campaign
to target all people of all social classes
& all ages. One such campaign has
started on Facebook called “Evergreen
Chouf” that specifically targets the
Chouf area, & has garnered 125 likes.
With your support, this campaign can
reach the ears of every Chouf resident &
echo all over Lebanon & maybe even
the rest of the region.

eat it & can choke on plastic bags for =~ ¢

example.
So stop littering, & start recycling!

There are also so many other little
modifications you can do in your life that
will benefit your wallet & the
environment:

* Wear clothes at least twice before
washing them. If your shirt has a little
stain don’t throw it in the laundry just
try & wash it off by hand first!

100 year old sea turtle found dead on Sidon’s
coast. As a recurring incident, the most likely
cause is sea pollution, namely trash from a
nearby dump for fishermen. Experts have
warned that turtles eat plastic bags, thinking
they are jellyfish (taken from the Daily Star
newspaper)
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The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.
Eleanor Roosevelt
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Kfair

LEBANON

In light of the current economic

Our Druze Youth

in L.ebanon

since insurance is unavailable to them.

situation, we must review the daily life of Whereas others strive to get employed
our Lebanese youth & specifically of in any governmental job as it is the only

those in the Druze society.

guarantee available in the long term
despite the low-income. This in turn

How long will the youth suffer feods into another problem, that of

and is there a solution?

| lived and grew up
among the Druze society,
despite the substandard
economic  conditions; |
have never seen our Druze
youth as desperate and as
hopeless as now. Indeed
their predicament
necessitates a dire
solution.

A brief analysis of the
situation can easily shed
light on the root causes of
the problem. In choosing to
continue their education,
some youth are faced with
exceedingly high education
costs that exceed their *
income, which drive them to work under
tough and stressful conditions. Unable
to support themselves, they therefore
find themselves facing the bleak
decision of dropping out of college.

Others yet who have not had the
chance to attend school, learn a skill or
craft that does not guarantee results and
barely helps them to subsist. Moreover,
it can endanger their health especially

sectarianism; whenever there are job

openings in the
Government, the
seekers far
exceed the
number of

openings making
way for favoritism,
a system that is
widely practiced in
Lebanon.

However the
majority of our
youth, dream of
emigration as it is
the best solution
available if they
get the necessary
support, because
they believe that
any foreign country will respect their
basic human right — that of a respectful
living.

While what | hear echoed by some
mothers to their sons is: * When will you
get married?” the answer that arises
inevitably is “How?”

Today our seasoned youth are well
aware of the harsh reality that makes it

By: Faten Abou El Ezz

. My name is Faten Salem Abou El Ezz, im 27 years old. | was born in Kfair a village located in
south Lebanon, one of Jabal El Sheikh villages, in a region called Hasbaya. Presently | live in
Choueifat - Beirut with my family that consists of my parents, one brother and one sister. |
have completed my Bachelor’s degree in Hospitality Management at the Lebanese University
-Faculty of Tourism & Hospitality Management in 2010, and then | got my Master’s degree in
the same major in 2012. Currently I'm working at Hotel Le Bristol, Beirut occupying the
position of Guests Relations Manager. | believe in Mahatma Gandhi’s saying “You must be

the change you wish to see in the world.”

difficult to start in life for lack of securing
a home for himself, his partner and his
family. In view of the high cost of living,
buying a house or an apartment
becomes impossible as the minimum
price of any regular flat exceeds USD
$100,000. Moreover, the Housing
institution barely covers 60% of its cost
based on the minimum wages provided.
The alternative choice is to lease an
apartment, knowing that the rental fees
have increased to a very high level and
in addition to the other Iliabilities
accompanied with increased the living
cost. How then can the Youth think of
having children and affording their
education while the cost of schooling
even one child exceeds the minimum
wage?

Facing this dire and tragic situation,
| refuse to stand by idly and not find
solutions for our youth. Our aim is to
build a powerful community capable of
maintaining our heritage, traditions and
culture which we fought to preserve for
so long. . Thus | promise to raise my
voice to reach those concerned in our
Druze community hoping to get the
necessary help and support to find the
proper solutions for this dilemma.

Allow me to express my sincere
gratitude to Mr. Shauki Halime for giving
me this opportunity to talk and | thank
him for his altruism and generosity in

this matter.
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The ADS DC Team at the 2015 Race for the Cure

&

“Whatever women do they must do twice as well as men to be thought
half as good. Luckily, this is not difficult.” Charlotte Whitton
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To me, feminism is such a simple description: it's equal rights, economic

rights, political rights, and social rights. Callie Khouri
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“A lot of people are afraid to say what they want. That’'s why they don’t get

what they want.”
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Nadeem Noah Harfouch has been named to the 2015 Michigan ‘Rising Stars’ list as one of the top up-and-

Diana Malak has graduated from the University of Delaware with a Bachelor
of art Degree in Criminal Justice and a minor degree in Biology. She was |
offered an internship with the Delaware Public Defenders Office as an intake Y
investigator whereby she will gain first hand experience in the Criminal
Justice System and will serve as a focal point for the Public Defender’s Office.
The Public Defender's Office is voted one of the Top Workplaces in

Delaware, ranking 11th for mid-sized organizations, as published in the

Delaware News Journal.

Myrna Malak has graduated from Stevenson University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Nursing. Myrna was offered a job at the prestigious Critical
Care Nurse Residency at Christiana Care Health Systems. This unique
program integrates educational components with preceptor-led clinical
experiences to ease the transition to critical care nursing. Christiana Care is

. coming lawyers by Super Lawyers. This is the first year that Mr. Harfouch has been named to the list. To
g compile its annual list of Michigan “Rising Stars,” Super Lawyers conducted independent research and
surveyed lawyers nationwide to identify attorneys whose honors and accomplishments within the legal field
E indicated a high degree of peer recognition and professional competence. The final list of “Rising Stars”
i features the top 2.5 percent of Michigan attorneys who are under the age of 40. Congratulations Noah!

Graduates!

one of America's Top 15 Major Teaching Hospitals.
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“I could not, at any age, be content to take my place by the fireside and

simply look on. Life was meant to be lived. Eleanor Roosevelt
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“A strong woman understands that the gifts such as logic, decisiveness, & strength are
just as feminine as intuition & emotional connection. She values & uses all of her gifts.”
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LAVE LIFE

By: Karl Pillemer

He interviewed
1,000 elderly
Americans -- most
in their 80s & 90s
-- seeking advice
on how to live a
good life. He calls
them "the
experts." The

experts' advice on
money is fascinating, because it
contradicts how so many of us live. Here
are eight quotes from Karl's book.

Young people obsess about making a
lot of money.

When asked about their prescription for
happiness at work, what wasn't mentioned
spoke the loudest.

L

No one -- not a single person out of a
thousand -- said that to be happy you
should try to work as hard as you can to
make money to buy the things you want.

No one -- not a single person -- said it's
important to be at least as wealthy as the
people around you, & if you have more
than they do it's real success.

No one -- not a single person -- said you
should choose your work based on your
desired future earning power.

Money is at war with time. Balance them
appropriately.

The view from the end of the life span is
straightforward: time well & enjoyably
spent trumps money anytime. They are not
suggesting that we all become starving
artists.... In their view, we all need a salary
to live on. But the experts concur that it's
vastly preferable to take home less in your
paycheck & enjoy what you are doing
rather than live for the weekends & your
three weeks (if you get that much) vacation
a year. If doing what you love requires
living with less, for the experts that's a no-
brainer...

You'll spend 40+ hours a week at work
for half a century. Make sure you enjoy
it.

No amount of money is worth more than
having a job that you're glad to get up & go
to every morning, instead of one you
dread.... If you can't wake up in the
morning & want to go to work, you're in the

wrong job...

You know those nightmares where you are
shouting a warning but no sound comes
out? Well, that's the intensity with which
the experts wanted to tell young people
that spending years in a job you dislike is a
recipe for regret & a tragic mistake. There
was no issue about which the experts were
more adamant & forceful.

Not traveling enough is a key source of
regret.

| learned that whether they had visited
dozens of counties or stayed put in one
place, the experts had one thing in
common: they wished they had traveled
more.

| came away from my interviews with the
realization of the profound meaning travel
has at the end of life. To sum up what |
learned in a sentence: when your traveling
days are over, you will wish you had taken
one more trip. Often, after a long narrative
about trips taken, | heard an elder say
wistfully, "But | always wish I'd visited..."

To succeed at work, you need to be
more than talented. You need to be
nice.

The experts come from hundreds of
different occupations & employers. They
have observed people who succeed at
work & those who crash & burn.... Their
consensus: no matter how talented you
are, not matter how brilliant -- you must
have interpersonal skills to succeed. Many
young people today are so focused on
gaining technical expertise that they lose
sight of this key to job success: traits like
empathy, consideration, listening skills, &
the ability to resolve conflicts are
fundamental in the workplace.

Be frugal, but live a little. [Sherman, 86
years old]:

Don't worry so much. There is not enough
time in our lives to trade off the gold of our
existence for the dust of what-ifs or what-if-
nots. | had my first job before | was twenty
& saved everything | could from my
paychecks. | closed my ears to good
advice from a dear woman who told me
that | should enjoy my days & not become
so absorbed with thrift. | did not
understand what she said. Although | used
money to attend plays & concerts, | did so
knowing that each ticket for a performance
meant less money in my savings. As |
grew older, people | knew & loved died, & |
began to see how very precious each
moment is.

Stop worrying about things you can't
control.

It seemed reasonable that people who had
experienced the Great Depression would
want to encourage financial worries... the
reverse is the case, however. The experts
see worry as a crippling feature of our daily
existence & suggest that we do everything
in our power to change it. Most important,
they view worrying as a waste of
time. They see time as our most
precious resource. Worrying about
events that may not occur or that
are out of our control is viewed by
them as an inexcusable waste of
our precious & limited lifetime.

Long-term thinking is a great way
to live as an investor. It's a
terrible way to live as a person.
[Malcolm, 80 years old]:

It seems to take a lifetime to learn
how to live in the moment but it
shouldn't. | certainly feel that in my own life
| have been too future oriented. It's a
natural inclination -- of course you think
about the future, & I'm not suggesting that
that's bad. But boy is there a lot to be
gained from just being able to be in the
moment & able to appreciate what's going
on around you right now, this very second.
I've more recently gotten better at this &
appreciated it. It brings peace. It helps you
find your place. It's calming in a world that
is not very peaceful.

But | wish | could have learned this in my
thirties instead of my sixties -- it would
have given me decades more to enjoy life
in this world. That would be my lesson

for younger people. **
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A woman must not depend upon the protection of man, but must be “
taught to protect herself. Susan B. Anthony
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Ancient palace in
Florence, where he
stayed during his exile.

(Continued on page 27)

Prince Fakhr-al-Din Il the Great
) ‘e:.é“ 1572 - 1635 AD
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The National painting “Battle of Anjar It s the battle Where the Lebanese Prince Fakhreddlne SN cpall s Iald the foundation for
establishing the current Lebanon. For the first time the prince gathered the various Lebanese groups under one cause; Lebanon, the
place for everybody to live in freedom. Battle Anjar in 1623 showed the importance of unity. Outnumbered 5,000 men against 12,000
men which included ottomans, Syrians and other factions, he won a decisive battle. Since that battle the Lebanese understood that they
are a nation. Fakhreddine in pictured on black horse.
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Portrait of Fakhreddine while

he was in Tuscany, translated

as "Fakhreddine: Great Emir
of the Druze"

“The best protection any woman can have ... is courage.”

Sultan Murad 1V, sultan
of the Ottoman Empire
from 1624 until 1640
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The remains of Beaufort Castle
(Shqif Arnon): where Fakhreddine
stashed his fortune. Fort built by the
Canaanites under the Romans, also
used by the Crusaders, it was an
impregnable fortress - oversees the
Litani River in South Lebanon.
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“Courage is like a muscle. We strengthen it by use”
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Mosque in Deir al-Qamar, the oldest
mosque in Mount Lebanon. With his
tolerance to all religions he maintained

the existing mosque.

“The question isn't who's going to let me; it's who is going to stop me.”

PALMYRA CASTLE called the “son of Maan Castle, bunt by
the Prince in response to the tribal raids on his borders— sits at
the top of the hill now an ancient city in central Syria.

(Continued from page 28)
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Fakhreddine Palace - Delr el Qamar as it looks today. Today the palace is a museum of
wax statues. Its architecture consists of a residential floor and a partial second floor
overlooking a central courtyard. The yellow stones were brought from the Akkar where the
Emir Fakhreddine had demolished the palaces of his rivals.
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YOoU TELL US....

AUSTRALIA

Your nice publications are
making news waves in Sydney.
| forwarded the magazine to our
family friends Firas Halawani &
his wife Fay Andary and they
would like to ask you to add
them to your e-mail list.

Firas is the Grandson of the
Famous news publisher Ajaj
Nouwayhid.

Kevin Badin
ASFIYA, PALESTINE

Al slasa
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e\jﬁ j,g\é
Atlanta, USA

Congratulations again for a
pioneering effort which is linking
the Druze community worldwide.
And thank you for printing my
understanding of Tawhid. Our love
and best wishes to you and beloved
Sarah.

Dr. Abdallah Najjar
MICHIGAN, USA

Congratulations for
deserved appointment
Ambassador.

the well
as ADS

Your hard work for our Community
is appreciated and | personally
thank you for it.

Salman Abulhosn

Las Vegas, USA

I would like to congratulate
you for all your efforts and
intellectual contributions in
which you have contributed to
THE ADS.

I wish you all the best for all
you have done and will continue
to do. Mr. Shauki Halime.
Thankful for all you've
accomplished.

Sincerely

Salim Refaat Saab

MICHIGAN, USA

May GOD keep you & your loved
ones in his careful and generous
hands. | can't say much except to
pray for you for a long and healthy
life. You are the only one who (with
Sarah) are doing such a
commendable and important work.
My father's soul must be praying for
you in heaven. Thank you.

Dr. Ghaleb Hatem
Chweifat, LEBANON

Thank you for the glorious efforts of
linking the Druze Communities
worldwide to each other.

Also, for introducing the Druze faith
in such a civilized and modern face.

Halim Nasr, Attorney at Law

MEXICO
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May God reward you for this noble
activity.

H.E. Hicham Hamdan,
Lebanon Ambassador to
Mexico

ALEY, LEBANON

Thank you for this great work.
Really | appreciate that and also i
accept this work as a treasure for
all the Druze worldwide.

Rayan Azzam

Dallas, USA

Thank you Mr. Shauki and Sarah
Halime for such a great, terrific,
and informative professional
issues of Al Fajr Magazine. Thanks
for keeping us in touch with our
brethren all over the world.

Nuhad Helal

What’s Your Thoughts?

Please send your comments to:

Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please include your name, address,
(including Country) and phone number.
Comments chosen for publication may
be edited for length, clarity, &content.

Also, connect with us online, at:

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

Druze Worldwide Facebook Group

www.DruzeWorldwide.com HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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to the address listed here or on the website, include your full
name, email address, & country in which you reside. This
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Shauki Halime
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list in order to receive our emails directly. Thank you.
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What we are about ...

those elements
which have defined

to make a difference and create an identifiable
culture that will be impossible for anyone to

This complimentary Druze
Magazine is a non-political
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communication vehicle for the
Druze community worldwide. It
is our pleasure to be part of
globally connecting our diverse
Druze societies with one another.

With our common roots we
have flourished & now reside in

every country around the world. B g

In an effort to keep our
uniqueness & traditions in a fast
paced and changing world; we

need to maintain a method to

transcend the for

conformity.

requests

We have the ability to share
our unique culture & customs in a

very accessible cyber world while
maintaining the efforts required to preserve

our past, & bring it's
relevance &
significance to our
future generations.

This magazine is
an attempt to stem
the tide and assist
with the evolution of
our culture, as the

world  will  surely
dilute us if we are
unable to define

ourselves in a
manner that will
uphold our unique
destiny into the 21°
century.

We are at The Dawn (Al-Fajr) of our time

extinguish. We want to hear from everyone
on their ideas and thoughts.

We have the widest Druze network
available & the magazine is posted on the
www.DruzeWorldwide.com website for it to
be accessible around the globe for all to
read & enjoy. It is also supported through
social media websites such as Druze
Worldwide Group on Facebook and others.

Everyone is welcome to submit an article
or opinion for publication consideration. All
ages are included & encouraged. We reserve
the right to review, edit, accept or decline
articles as well as revise for clarity, content &
space.

Until the very exciting next issue,
wishing the best to everyone!!

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine is prepared as a free service to the Druze community Worldwide & may contain advice, opinions, &
statements of various information providers. Al Fajr The Dawn makes no warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information disclosed. The opinions of the authors expressed herein do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the Editor. Articles are always welcomed & can be emailed directly as noted above. Please see our website

www.Druzeworldwide.com for further information and full disclaimer.

Reproduction of any part of this publication requires permission from the Editor. © 2015
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Destiny is not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to
be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved!
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Home of:

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine
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