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“I shall pass through this life but once. Any good therefore that

I can do, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it.

For I shall never pass this way again”
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USA

THE SEVEN
PILLARS

By: Dr. Abdallah Najjar

Resides in Atlanta, GA with his wife. Dr. Najjar is known worldwide and
needs no introduction. Has been a lifelong activist and supporter of
many Druze initiatives. See more in Issue #12.

traditional Druze on the level where it really counts,  for God and who claim unto
understanding of namely the values which motivates themselves moral exclusiveness,
the seven pillars, members of the our behavior. The Gods we worship they are practicing primitive
ADS are fortunate to be living ina  write their names on our faces. In  intolerance. They fail to recognize

I light of the Our concern with faith should be As for those who claim to speak

pluralistic society where they the diversity and
may exercise the privilege of pluralism we all
dissent or nonconformity TAWHID FAITH SEVEN share. As they go
without fear of ostracism. COMMANDMENTS on calling all
Pluralism is the most effective opponents sinful
way to preserve our 1. Truthfulness in intent and in tongue and immoral they
intellectual freedom and 2. Safeguarding brothers and sisters remain ill-equipped

to deal with the
real world and will

spiritual heritage. Accordingly

we should be allowed to 3. Renunciation of idolatry and paganism

proclaim that knowledge of 4. Renunciation of satanic and tyrannical eventually fade
God’s unity (Tawhid) is the influences away.
ultimate reality and invite 5. Belief in Tawhid of our Lord in every era and
others to examine it, discuss it at all times tBhUt b.ev:[/:re for
) ey in the
and partake of it. 6. Acceptance of God’s divine acts, whatever yin .
meantime will
they may be
Moreover we should not o e ] ] emerge
look on our ‘belief in God as 7. Submission to God’s will in private and in occasionally from
a determining factor in how public their stupor of fear

‘religious” we are. There s a
belief in God that nurtures love and
justice and there is a belief in God
that fans the flames of hatred and
egotism. “Belief in God” has been
used historically to sanctify almost
every injustice and oppression.
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and desperation in
a surge of misguided enthusiasm.

the true spirit of Tawheed our
values and actions should speak It is too bad in a way for we all
louder than our words and should  eed each other.

continue to be the distinguishing

mark of our identity. R
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By: Dr. Sharif El Kontar
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What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done

for others and the world remains and is immortal
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SURVIVAL

By Dr. Anis Obeid, M.D., FACC

Poet, Author & Doctor. Born in Aley, Lebanon, he graduated with a MD degree from AUB School of Medicine &
his post graduate in the USA. He is a lifetime honorary member of the American Medical Association along with
numerous professional organizations. A founding member & past chairman of the American Druze Foundation, &
a lifelong member of the American Druze Society. He resides in NY with his lovely wife, Nawal Najeeb Saab.

Political and military turmoil are not  locations and in many countries where 1) Dedicate some time during the

new in the Middle East, and in the Arab  minority communities have survived for coming ADS convention for an in

and Islamic Worlds as a whole. However millennia. depth discussion of the safety and
what we witness now are some of the wellbeing of our families back home.
most brutal events enacted on a live As a religious minority the Druze

stage throughout different geographic face a real existentialist threat in Syria,  2) Invite participation by other Druze
locations and in several countries. The  and potentially in Lebanon and Jordan organizations and leadership in these
perpetrators of these atrocities are as well. Moreover, unlike most other deliberations.

making use of modern media to strike communities the Druze stand alone as

terror among what they perceive are they have no religious affiliations outside 3) Make good use of the extensive

their enemies’ and to recruit young the Middle East. The Druze know from network that has been established by
zealots into their past experience that to survive, or even pioneers of Druze World Wide to date
fanatic claim to prevail depends on awareness . .

religion of the dangers and preparation 4) Emphasize that there will be no

politics involved; only the safety and

for self-defense. .
wellbeing of our people.

The times are . .
crucial for protection ? ff Which brings us to

inoriti suggestions about some .
of m|no.r|t|es whose . . ggt_ | st f in th does not materialize, these measures
very existence has pracucal steps 1or us In the

been threatened or West to consider in are of value in any event.

obliterated in several Qﬂ preparation for contingencies: &
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5) Should hopefully the imminent danger

The World Lebanese Cultural Union (WLCU) unveiled a long anticipated
sculpture of Lebanese-American poet Gibran Khalil Gibran at the Los
Angeles Central Library in Los Angeles, California on Dec. 5. The unveiling,
which happened during the week of the WLCU World Council Meeting at the
Millennium Biltmore Hotel, commemorates the 130th anniversary of Gibran’s

birth in Bsharri, Lebanon in 1883. %
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L to R: Mr. Rayess, Mr. Joumblat, Mr. Sami Kadi & Sheikh

LA

L to R:Ms. Daliah Walid Joumblatt & Mrs. Sarah Shauk| Hahme

Mouneer Ghazelddine

The ADS, Dr. Nidal Radwan, President along
with Mr. Sami Kadi, the Official USA
Representative of MP Walid Joumblatt,
invited Mr. Teymour Walid Joumblat and Mr.
Rami Rayess, Editor in Chief at Al-Anbaa
Newspaper to Los Angeles California where
Mr. Joumblat and Mr. Rayess attended the
Druze National Convention. Mr. Kadi hosted
an outstanding dinner party in honor of the
guests at his home attended by numerous
members of the Lebanese community.

Go further than you planned. Ask for the moon. You will be surprised how

often you get it.
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By: Lama Shauki El Massry
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Mre

Lama is 22 year old. Recently, she has published her first book called "Reflections”
which is a philosophical book that studies life, love, money, health , business,
people and knowledge. Her book is available in the Lebanese market and can also
be found on her Facebook Profile. She is the daughter of the General & Mrs.

Shauki EI Massry, former Joint Chief of Staff of the Lebanese Army.
‘_ 7 are God’s best creature.

You were born with the freedom of expressing
who you truly are, with the confidence of playing
your role in life, with the ability of sensing your
wisdom, with the power of acting according to
your instincts and with the gift of expressing your
own personality.

Your wisdom is your appreciation of sorrows
and suffering, vyour
understanding of innocence
and beauty, your care
about nature and others
and your awareness about
imperfection.

Your respect emanates
from the goodness of your

your indulgence towards humans and your
indifference for pain.

Your growth stems from a hysterical change,
a conscious existence, a spiritual development, a
pleasant feeling, a deep faith, a patient moment,
a hopeful outlook, a lovable person and an
unusual period.

Your uniqueness begins by being memorable,
by accepting your reality, by not comparing
yourself to others, by overcoming your anger, by
seeking improvement, by feeling happiness and
by fulfilling your needs.

Your recognition
about your
surroundings

ECTION
EEEHZEHUH should start by
comprehending

L|‘|"'""-'\""'\'i""'r"l'\'

the differences in
temperaments,
by expecting not

attitude, the inspiration in

. to be treated well,

your spirit, the equality in
your behaviors, the honesty
in your words and the
desires in your perceptions.

You liberty resides in your healthy personality,
your free will, your joy of learning, your intelligent
mind, your warm soul, your reflecting character,

by believing in
good intentions,
by tolerating
aggressiveness,
by avoiding
negativity, by trusting too little and by asking
nothing in return. <

Life has two rules: #1 Never quit #2 Always remember rule #1
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veryone hears about new
diseases daily, through many
sources. Some of those
diseases are contagious, others are
newly discovered, and some of them are

even fatal and chronic, and threaten our
existence as human beings.

One of the ten deadliest diseases in
the world now is Diabetes Mellitus; a
chronic disease affecting populations all

Diabetes in the

21st Century

By: Dr. Rawad Hadi Halimeh

secreted but not functional due to insulin
resistance, causing the elevated blood
glucose levels. It is advisable to seek
medical attention if one experiences
what medical experts call Diabetes
warning signs, which include frequent
urination, weight loss, lack of energy
and excessive thirst.

Diabetes can cause a wide variety of
organ problems, such as eye problems

over the world. Two (Diabetic
main types of Diabetes Retinopathy),
exist, DM1, which has a Symptoms Of which  causes
childhood onset , and Diabetes approximately
DM2, which has adult .. 10,000 new
onset. According to the |* Frequent Urination cases of
Center For Disease | * Excessive thirst blindness every
Control and Prevention | # Extreme hunger year in the US
(CDC), 29.1 million : . alone, Kidney
people (9.3%) of the * Unexplalged T s problems, which
US. population have |* Extreme tiredness is the leading
diabetes, of whom 21 |* Irritability cause of renal
million are diagnosed, |« Blurred vision failure in the
and 8.1 million are | Slow-healing cuts & bruises US, nervous

undiagnosed.

s ystem

There are many risk factors for
diabetes, some of which are genetic,
while others are related to family history,
race, increased age (>45 years of age),
obesity, hypertension, dyslipidemia,
sedentary life, junk food and polycystic
ovary syndrome (PCOS).

What mainly occurs in Diabetes is
that either insulin (blood glucose
lowering agent) is not secreted or it is

problems
cardiovascular diseases (which are the
primary cause of death in patients with
diabetes), stroke, dementia and
cerebrovascular accidents. Also, it is
estimated that patients with DM2 have a
150-400% increase in their risk of stroke
as compared to healthy individuals.

Surprisingly, Larry King, Tom Hanks,
Halle Berry, Salma Hayek, Paula Deen
& Randy Jackson, all have Diabetes.

Born in Aley, Lebanon, applied to University of Balamand, Faculty of Health Sciences, Beirut. BS in
Medical Laboratory Sciences plus Pre-Medicine courses with training done at Saint Georges Hospital
University Medical Center Laboratories. Applied to Medical School at the University of Balamand
(Graduate Class of 2016). Currently intern at Saint Georges Hospital University Medical Center,
Beirut, Lebanon. Planning on doing my Residency Program in the US starting February, 2016.

In Lebanon, statistics show that one
in six Lebanese individuals suffer from
diabetes, which gives Lebanon the 22nd
highest rate of diabetes in the world,
and the 7th in the Middle East and North
Africa region.

Accordingly, we should emphasize
on screening for Diabetes so that we
can prevent and diagnose patients in
the pre-diabetic phase so that we can
implement our prevention strategies.
The Diabetes Prevention Program and
other international studies have shown
that lifestyle interventions that resulted
in weight loss and increased physical
activity can prevent or delay DM2, and
can return glucose levels to within the
normal range. Hence, it is advisable that
people do regular checkups to catch the
disease earlier.

Instead of getting stressed and
depressed from these facts and
statistics, you can help prevent the
diseases by stop smoking, eating
healthly portion sizes, have a regular
sleep pattern, a well-balanced diet and
exercise, 30 minutes of exercise a day
can reduce your risk of developing DM2
by 40%. And for those wanting to get
pregnant, high blood glucose can cause
excess fetal weight, leading to delivery
problems, and sometimes a drop in the
fetal blood glucose levels so make sure
you screen for it during pregnancy. <
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The Druze Cup
State of Origin 11
Football Competition 2015
SA Adelaide vs. Victoria

Champions: SA Adelaide F

You cannot always wait for the perfect time, some
jump.
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RACHAIYA

By: Amal Arabi S

Amal is a graduate with a degree in English literature and also is able to speak French
and Italian. Currently works at Abougoush Studio in the Editing Department and as a
teacher at Dar Al Hayat. Her ambition is to be a journalist, enjoys reading, writing, and
photography. From Kfarkouk, Rashya, Lebanon & believes “in every moment we live,
we should make history”
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Judge Kado presenting award to
Teymour Jounblat

Everything you want is on the other side of fear.
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Love does not cost anything. Kind words and deeds do not cost anything.
The real beauty of the world is equal for everyone to see.
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Be a good person but don’t waste time to prove it.




V 9.3, ISSUE 35 - 2015 EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

B.y.t i)r. Anis Obeid - e
¥l g Gl \.abd _e.dLuu Ja..\ﬂ\ 'M-d re
Tt RESIED e J OB ﬂf JLad

| ' ' ; S S A Ol el e.g.aa\.ﬁ\yml&n\g
1 1 3 ; HA.\.HJMJ Ll Licial daad
AR % Al Y e
i 3 ). «.\Mu\‘_&d Uil o gadl Jad
P il Ll Lu gy a3 A JiLd o

. T g u.g.ﬂ'.'a J.ﬁ.&.dl.\\g Lalas uLhJY\
.I-:;.«-__:.::"',.' WYJJMJQ d“‘"uﬁeﬂ‘ Y
mo o S = b N9 gl Vg Jaldg all Loy
-~ .3.'- i . = c_uhl\ 443 UAA.)J Mhut-ﬂl ool -'..':'1._1".'.'
e gl e BRI
_'__-,-i ."1". % M\L@a\gé}&{g LA ¢ il gy ";,._
2 L e SRR ,1,&)%&!1‘31:) B
.I‘ .‘ : 8 | . r.-'r-. 1
.._'-___.' 34} 'f g MM.MSM 'lu“ E’ @3&3#&1
PR BSE AT ee-\JJuA’?JJ S pSa e if A
i B -1 o8iS La g J glad La @*JL\S\}:-AUAYJ
1 8 il agllol 5 u..mua,.&dsjm
g N .r"'-h"'.._-...._ _E
: ial) g a sl LiLiS oo ngj,.
S TS (RSN ,nuuff
i adll g Jogd B **Agdj)SsS\ y
j ‘-U;L’?J"“ 3&4&‘ @BJ@,\U*UA.\Q\
H‘“-x S sl 3

Ty

www.DruzeWorldwide.com " HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE



EMAIL: DRUZE@DRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

V 9.3, ISSUE 35 - 2015

MENTALSTRENGTH

Mentally strong people have healthy habits. They
manage their emotions, thoughts, and behaviors in
ways that set them up for success in life. Check out
these things that mentally strong people don’t do:

1. They Don’t Waste Time Feeling Sorry for
Themselves
Mentally strong people don’t sit around feeling sorry
about their circumstances or how others have treated
them. Instead, they take responsibility for their role in
life and understand that life isn’'t always easy or fair.

2. They Don’t Give Away Their Power
They don’'t allow others to control them, and they don’t give
someone else power over them. They don’'t say things like, “My
boss makes me feel bad,” because they understand that they are
in control over their own emotions and they have a choice in how
they respond.

3. They Don’t Shy Away from Change
Mentally strong people don’t try to avoid change. Instead, they
welcome positive change and are willing to be flexible. They
understand that change is inevitable and believe in their abilities to
adapt.

Mind is everything.
Muscle — pieces of rubber.
that | am, | am because

of my mind.

Al l

4. They Don’t Waste Energy on Things They Can’t
Control
You won't hear a mentally strong person complaining over lost
luggage or traffic jams. Instead, they focus on what they can
control in their lives. They recognize that sometimes, the only
thing they can control is their attitude.

5. They Don’t Worry About Pleasing Everyone
Mentally strong people recognize that they don’'t need to please
everyone all the time. They’re not afraid to say no or speak up
when necessary. They strive to be kind and fair, but can handle
other people being upset if they didn’t make them happy.

6. They Don’t Fear Taking Calculated Risks
They don'’t take reckless or foolish risks, but don’t mind taking
calculated risks. Mentally strong people spend time weighing the
risks and benefits before making a big decision, and they’re fully
informed of the potential downsides before they take action.

7. They Don’t Dwell on the Past
Mentally strong people don’t waste time dwelling on the past and
wishing things could be different. They acknowledge their past
and can say what they’'ve learned from it. However, they don’t
constantly relive bad experiences or fantasize about the glory
days. Instead, they live for the present and plan for the future.

8. They Don’t Make the Same
Mistakes Over and Over
Mentally strong people accept
responsibility for their behavior and
learn from their past mistakes. As
a result, they don’t keep repeating
those mistakes over and over.
Instead, they move on and make

better decisions in the future.

9. They Don’t Resent Other

People’s Success
Mentally strong people can appreciate and celebrate other
people’s success in life. They don’t grow jealous or feel cheated
when others surpass them. Instead, they recognize that success
comes with hard work, and they are willing to work hard for their
own chance at success.

10. They Don’t Give Up After the First Failure
Mentally strong people don’t view failure as a reason to give up.
Instead, they use failure as an opportunity to grow and improve.
They are willing to keep trying until they get it right.

11. They Don’t Fear Alone Time
Mentally strong people can tolerate being alone and they don’t
fear silence. They aren’t afraid to be alone with their thoughts and
they can use downtime to be productive. They enjoy their own
company and aren’t dependent on others for companionship and
entertainment all the time but instead can be happy alone.

12. They Don’t Feel the World Owes Them Anything
Mentally strong people don’t feel entitled to things in life. They
weren’t born with a mentality that others would take care of them
or that the world must give them something. Instead, they look for
opportunities based on their own merits.

13. They Don’t Expect Inmediate Results
Whether they are working on improving their health or getting a
new business off the ground, mentally strong people don’t expect
immediate results. Instead, they apply their skills and time to the
best of their ability and understand that real change takes time.

"Refuse to emotionally succumb to
the negative events around you and
tap your mental toughness to thrive
in any environment. The good guy

doesn't always win and justice
doesn't always prevail, but where
you direct your mental energy will
always determine your attitude and
it will always be controlled by you."

Be thankful for what you have; you'll end up having more. If you

concentrate on what you don't have, you will never, ever have enough.
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PhD Candidate, Department of Politics and International Studies-SOAS, University of London, England
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Far better is it to dare mighty things, even though checkered by failure...than to rank with those who

ry4

neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because they live in a gray twilight that knows not victory nor defeat
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The great Palestinian poet Samih al
-Qasim passed away at the age of 75
on August 19, 2014, after a long battle
with cancer, a major loss to Arabic and
world literature. Samih Al Qasim was a
Palestinian Druze whose Arabic poetry

is well known throughout the Arab
World. His poetry is influenced by two
primary periods of his life: Before and
after the Six-Day War. Al-Qasim has
published several volumes and
collections of poetry He was part of the
flowering of Palestinian “resistance
literature” which also gave the world the
likes of Mahmoud Darwish,and Tawfiq
Zayyad — known as the “3 pillars”.

Al-Qasim came from a Druze family
from the town of Rameh in the Upper
Galilee. He was born in the city of az-
Zarqga in northern Jordan while his father
served in the Arab

he grew up under the military rule
which was enforced on Palestinian
communities within Israel until the
late 1960s. In his book About
Principles and Art, he explains, “While I
was still at primary school the Palestinian
tragedy occurred. I regard that date as the
date of my birth, because the first images 1
can remember are of the 1948 events. My
thoughts and images spring from the
number 48’

Al-Qasim worked as a journalist in
Haifa where he ran the Arabesque
Press publishing house and the Folk
Arts Centre and was the editor-of-chief
of the lIsraeli Arab newspaper Kul al-
Arab. He wrote for major publications
such as al-Jadid and al-lttihad. He
would recite many of his poems to large
audiences at monthly gatherings in the
Arab towns and cities of the Galilee. Al-
Qasim refused to leave Palestine; In an
interview he is quoted "I have chosen to
remain in my own country not because 1

love myself less, but

Legion of King g W because I love my
Abdullah. He “ﬂﬁ”‘f P country more",

ttended i § v =

o et oy (SERAGEES prncipaly, tough, o
' - *,'E"'§,' Qasim was active as a
then later graduated 1“&‘@&‘ ;@ P writer, ensuring that the
from secondary = i, v ’?ﬂ =10 e g that
- i L8 - el voice of Palestinians
school in Nazareth. ¥ L M e :

- - - a within Israel continued
His family did not o il o be heard Al
flee Rameh during P O e e ' )
the Palestinian ‘?‘f;" # Qasim’s 1:asm_ous s_hor’t,
exodus of 1948 4 Soeermhaps“t chlapsSt
Nakba, th thni ,
claeaansirtlage T)K; fza%‘:m encapsulates the
Palestine. Thereby - -&.\ difficulty of showing the

Samih al-Qasim

e.um\ @M J.A,,\SS\ J:«b.'ﬁ\ ?Pj'd‘

beauty of Palestinian literature and
culture to the world, under conditions of
repression:

T'would have liked to tell you
The story of a nightingale that died.
T'would have liked to tell you
The story...

Had they not slit my lips.

Mahmoud Darwish, Mohammad Mahdi
al Jawahiri and Samih al Qasim, 1969

Al-Qasim was a powerful voice
against Israeli oppression, both in the
occupied West Bank and Gaza and also
against Palestinians living within the
State of Israel. He was one of the first
members of the Druze community to
refuse to serve in the Israeli army by a
conscientious objection, and during his
life was subjected to periods of house
arrest many times for his political
activism. He also endured
imprisonment and harassment by the
Shin Bet secret police and censorship.
His son Wadih was also jailed for

(Continued on page 31)
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(Continued from page 30)

refusing to serve in the Israeli military,
and Samih al-Qasim remained
outspoken on Palestinian issues as well
as those of the Druze religious minority
until the end of his life.

His funeral was attended by
thousands of Palestinians who held a
silent march in his hometown, honoring
him on Tuesday, 19 August. Placards
bearing verses of al-Qasim’s poetry and
Palestinian flags bobbed above the
marching crowd, which eventually
arrived at the town’s main amphitheater.
Al-Qasim’s relatives, prominent religious
figures and politicians all spoke.
Refuse — Your People Will Support
You, a group campaigning for
conscientious objectors, sent a
delegation of members to the funeral to
express its appreciation of al-Qasim’s
life and work. Toubie, who is the latest
person to join Refuse, explained that “al-
Qasim’s life is evidence” that there “is
no contradiction between being
Palestinian and Druze.” “Both his life

AN s

istinguished @ﬂ?@ﬁ

One
funeral’s
powerful  moments
was when a
delegation of
Syrians from the
Israeli-occupied
Golan Heights
arrived. Dozens of
men and women
from the Druze
religious community
raised Palestinian
and Syrian flags as
they marched into
the amphitheater,
chanting in unison. They sang out:

the
most

of

Your soul is returning to Damascus,
Syria.

Syria lives on in your gleaming poetry
The Arabs forgot the Golan and
Palestine
Syria continues to say your land is
returning
Samth, O’ symbol of culture & literature
Your leaving is the biggest tragedy of
Palestine

and his poetry are an example for us,”

added Toubie. “He made it possible for , ,
us today to refuse to serve in the anti-colonial. Lesser known works dealt

occupation’s army.”

Much of al-Qasim’s poetry was

markedly Palestinian, nationalist and

with the subjects of love and the

hardships of daily life, among others. In

Samih as a child

his final poem, he addressed
death directly:

“IDON’T LIKE YOU, DEATH”

I don't like you, death
But I'm not afraid of you
And I know that my body is
your bed
And my spirit is your bed cover
I know that your banks are
narrow for me
I don’t love you, death
But I'm not afraid of you.

Al-Qasim, Palestine’s
“resistance poet,” left behind a
lifetime’s worth of literary and political
work that will continue to inspire the
struggle against Israel’s ongoing regime
of occupation, colonization and ethnic
cleansing.

He was honored in 2014 by the King
Fahd Center for Middle East Studies
Translation of Arabic Literature Award.
The award, which is co-sponsored by
the King Fahd Center at the University
of Arkansas and Syracuse University
Press, includes a cash prize for the
writers and translators but — perhaps
more importantly — publication for the
translated titles. He was among the first
year’'s winners with his Book All Faces
but Mine, a collection of poetry by al-
Qasim, which sadly came just months
after the great man’s death. A press
release from Syracuse UP, which
announced the awards, described al-

Qasim as: part of the flourishing of
Palestinian “resistance literature”. A
final poem....
TRAVEL TICKETS
The Day I die
my killer will find

tickets in my pocket:
One to peace,
One to the fields and the rain,
and one to humanity’s conscience.
I beg you — please don’t waste them
I beg you, you who killed me: go. %

The question should be, is it worth trying to do, not can it be done.
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Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks receives, he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
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YOoU TELL US....

Sydney, AUSTRALIA

| regularly read your Druze magazine and am always
excited to see what you have included in each issue. |
applaud you on such an amazing job because you
really are helping me to connect with my faith and gain
an understanding of what is happening around me and in all these
different countries. It's very hard to find something like this that allows
Druze youth specifically to connect back to their roots. However, after
reading Issue 19 | came across a section written about Druze marriages
which | was not in support of.

Every individual, Druze or non-Druze, has their own opinion on
marriage however it is important to ensure they are not confused with
religious view. Using his personal views about Druze girls and
'indecency’' is unfair to be compared with our religion and the roots on
which it resides. However | feel like it does not explain nor mention the
positives of our faith or Druze marriage in general.

Our society is a tough one and we fight day by day to be heard,
therefore by us being a minority | believe we need to bring our
communities closer and not scare them away with bias comments that
only look at the black and white pictures that some people see.

Life is full of challenges and as a Druze person | believe that
following my faith and holding on to it will help me get through it, but
letting go of this faith and giving in to society isn't going to help anyone.

I know my message is long and | hope it is not misunderstood as |
truly do applaud you for everything you have done and are doing. Thank
you for your time and hope to speak to you soon. Kind regards

Lemis Halaoui

Editors Response: We welcome all opinions especially young
individuals and have offered Lemis the opportunity to write an article in
response. Al Fajr is meant to be a vehicle for open discussion where
various opinions & perspectives can be respectfully and freely talked
about.

OHIO, USA

| wanted to congratulate you on
the excellent magazine you have
posted. What a great way to unify
Druze across nations and share
news specific to our small
community.

Love & gratitude,

Sarah Jawhari

Sydney, AUSTRALIA

Thank you, | will be looking
forward to work with you for our
Druze society & as you said by
working together we can make the
difference no one can do it alone.
Please let us know if you need us
to do anything here in Australia to
promote all your good work we will
be happy to do it.

Michael Ghannam

FLORIDA, USA

| want to congratulate you on this well
deserved award. Your hard work and
commitment to the Druze communities
everywhere is evident in your writings
and involvement. | also wanted to
applaud our National ADS Board on this
selection, as they have raised the bar for
future candidates who are considered to
receive such an award.

| will continue to look for your work and
opinion to shape the directions of our
ADS.

Chuck Bokzam
New York, USA

What a magnificent production and
gigantic effort. No one has been able to
attract and give exposure to so much
talent in the Druze community. Your
editorials are on target, | am delighted
that you included "Appeal" without
modification. The concerns we all have
are primarily your (both) well being and
long term continuation of this unique
endeavor. Much love,

Dr. Anis Obeid

What’s Your Thoughts?

Please send your comments to:

Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please include your name, address,
(including Country) and phone number.

Comments chosen for publication may
be edited for length, clarity, &content.

Also, connect with us online, at:

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

Druze Worldwide Facebook Group

101 ¢ Linked ini

www.DruzeWorldwide.com HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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If you would like to receive notification when the next issue
of this Magazine is available online, please send us an email
to the address listed here or on the website, include your full
name, email address, & country in which you reside. This
magazine is primarily available on line though the website
www.Druzeworldwide.com or in print by special order only.

See website for ordering information & full disclaimer.

Publisher & Editor-In-Chief
Shauki Halime

E-mail:
Shauki@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please rest assured we will not share your email
address with anyone. This is a private email listing

Website: which is not shared publicly or sold to anyone.

www.DruzeWorldWide.com Please be sure to add DruzeWorldWide.com to your safe

list in order to receive our emails directly. Thank you.
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What we are about ...

those elements
which have defined

to make a difference and create an identifiable
culture that will be impossible for anyone to

This complimentary Druze
Magazine is a non-political

BAVEE INTIRSATISNAL MAGATIND
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communication vehicle for the
Druze community worldwide. It
is our pleasure to be part of
globally connecting our diverse
Druze societies with one another.

With our common roots we
have flourished & now reside in

every country around the world. B g

In an effort to keep our
uniqueness & traditions in a fast
paced and changing world; we

need to maintain a method to

transcend the for

conformity.

requests

We have the ability to share
our unique culture & customs in a

very accessible cyber world while
maintaining the efforts required to preserve

our past, & bring it's
relevance &
significance to our
future generations.

This magazine is
an attempt to stem
the tide and assist
with the evolution of
our culture, as the

world  will  surely
dilute us if we are
unable to define

ourselves in a
manner that will
uphold our unique
destiny into the 21°
century.

We are at The Dawn (Al-Fajr) of our time

extinguish. We want to hear from everyone
on their ideas and thoughts.

We have the widest Druze network
available & the magazine is posted on the
www.DruzeWorldwide.com website for it to
be accessible around the globe for all to
read & enjoy. It is also supported through
social media websites such as Druze
Worldwide Group on Facebook and others.

Everyone is welcome to submit an article
or opinion for publication consideration. All
ages are included & encouraged. We reserve
the right to review, edit, accept or decline
articles as well as revise for clarity, content &
space.

Until the very exciting next issue,
wishing the best to everyone!!

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine is prepared as a free service to the Druze community Worldwide & may contain advice, opinions, &
statements of various information providers. Al Fajr The Dawn makes no warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information disclosed. The opinions of the authors expressed herein do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the Editor. Articles are always welcomed & can be emailed directly as noted above. Please see our website

www.Druzeworldwide.com for further information and full disclaimer.

Reproduction of any part of this publication requires permission from the Editor. © 2015
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Destiny is not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to
be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved!
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