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The road to success is not straight.
There is a curve called Failure
A loop called Confusion,

Speed bumps called Friends,

Red lights called Enemies,
Caution lights called family.

You will have flat tires called Jobs,
But if you have a spare
Called Determination, an engine called
Perseverance, a driver called Will Power,

You will make it to a place called

Success!

“I shall pass through this life but once. Any good therefore that
I can do, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it.

For I shall never pass this way again”
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My Beloved Druze Society, Inside this issue:
As we move closer to marking 1000 years of Druze, determining what will m
shape the future cannot be understated. Participation of the community is key USA - CALIFORNIA
in where we are going.
- . E
Reflecting on our past, we have had leadership that has held us together as a
community with our common values. Our present times are turbulent, with LEBANON - Suzanne Talhouk 4
world events and technology changing our lives at unprecedented speed. We )
must acknowledge the work of the ADF in securing a place for the Druze to be e s narifKontar B
studied in the West, a milestone achievement. But wherein lies the future? Is PALESTINE 6
Argentina a harbinger for what is ultimately down the road? It is for the youth Sheikh Fayez Azzam
that this needs to be determined, current leadership will decide its fate, are Druze LEBANON - Youth Abandon 8
relevant or destined to be a point of study footnote. Mahiba Zeidan
) o ) . LEBANON - Youth Jobs Lost 9
It is an ambitious undertaking, as the Druze need a strong value preposition in Faten Abou El Ezz
a world that is realizing a reduction in individuals actively participating in any USA
spiritual actively especially in the Western world. This is not only a Druze American Druze Foundation g
phenomenon. UAE - PAST PRESENT FUTURE 12
Cindy Rafeh

Strong, active, and engaging leadership encouraging youth to be involved

. . . . ; . LEBANON

in their amazing heritage is needed now. We can feel discouraged when we see Fida Abou Chacra Atallah 14
the level of participation decreasing on a local level in some areas but this is a call

for action. Everyone needs to be encouraged to be involved and show up! B Hamouchs s
o _ , LEBANON - News 18, 20

When we keep ourselves in action, good things are sure to come of it. When
we continue action based activities, we’ll find whatever we seek. PALESTINE - Sawsan Khalife 19
JORDAN - Artist Profile 26

Yes we can do it, and when we keep doing it, the work will yield spectacular

B ; ] LEBANON
results - we can make great things happen! Rona Abou Assi 24

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine along with the website BEIRUT - Kamal Jumblat Sign 20
www.DruzeWorldwide.com is the one and only voice of the Druze. Mashaikh News
As we look to the future, together we grow, and forward we go. I
Faithfully yours, BRAZIL
LEBANON 15
Sthawki AUSTRALIA 17

USA - SEATTLE 21

AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE Expect more great [UESLRIZ0Y 28
PUBLISHER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: SHAUKI HALIME headlines in You Tell Us 34

DESIGN & CREATIVE DIRECTOR: S. HALIME upcoming issues.

What we are about & Contact Info 35

An entire sea of water can’t sink a ship unless it gets inside the ship. Similarly, the
negativity of the world can’t put you down unless you allow it to get inside you.
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Talhouk graduated from the Lebanese University with
a Masters in Physics but has built her career as a Communication & PR expert, writer,
speaker in international forums, recently her speech was featured on TED.com as the first
Arabic speech (Don't kill your language) ever to be posted on this international website.

By: Suzanne Talhouk
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the end of the 19th
tcentury Druze youth
were part of thousands

of immigrant Arabs who came to the
Argentine Republic. The majority of
these Druze, were Lebanese and the
rest were from Syria and Palestine.

In Argentina these individuals were
called Turks as all other Arabs for being
carriers of Ottoman passports or
documents, they quickly spread
throughout the country, especially in
the northern provinces (Catamarca,
Tucuman, Jujuy, La Rioja, San Juan,
etc.).

In 1912, the General Consul of the
Ottoman Empire, the Emir Amin Arslan,
a very educated man, writer, journalist,
and had the ability to master various
languages arrived in Argentina. He
created ties with the political class of
the time, among them was his
friendship with Socialist Deputy Joaquin
V. Gonzalez, among others. The Emir
succeeded, by his constant action, to
unify and strengthen the collective
Arab’s, after they had been scattered

By: Dr. Sharif El Kontar

Dr. Sharif Quintal is a resident in Buenos Aires, Argentina since 1987, born
in El em Tine, Lebanon, holds a degree in Dentistry from universities of
USSR 1985. Married to Magda Najib, father of three girls, Carla-22-years
with a BA degree in business management and international trade; Lucia 21
years attending college for Engineering Informatics; and Daniela 14 years.
Vice President World Lebanese Cultural branch of Argentina.

and discredited by the Creole society. they too, knew very little of the Druze

He helped in founding many
associations and clubs (called Syrian -
Lebanese) for Arabs throughout the
country. In 1926, the Emir founded the
"Association of Druze charity” in
Buenos Aires and was its President
and socio-political -
advocate until his
death in 1943.

All  religious
sectors of the
Argentina
community  had
t h e i r

representation, with
direct ties to the
authorities in their
country of origin,
except for the
Druze. They did
not have any kind of contact with their
roots in Lebanon and Syria, which has
brought serious consequences.

The Druze immigrant community
has, for no other options, embraced the
new Catholic society, forgetting his
roots and his basic religious education.
This did not happen all at once but
slowly over time... the Druze immigrant
who was alone, away from his people,
marries a Catholic girl and forms a
family, forgetting not only their origin
but also their mother tongue. There is
no insistence to teach their children
anything of the Druze faith, since really

religion to teach to their children.

How many individuals who are of
Druze origin today are Catholic,
baptized, married in the Church, their
children baptized, etc and their religion

of origin is of no interest and has no
meaning to them! More than twenty
thousand Druze youth have reached
Argentina and disappeared into this
Catholic sea, and all that remains to the
present day is the Druze surname.
Worth noting one close relative is a
Catholic priest with the surname Kontar
(surname originally Druze).

This is a summary of the Druze
history in Argentina, and I'm not here
for opening a cause as this is a result of
many many years, but this should be
considered a disaster and used as a
cautionary tale, as one of the largest

Druze losses in modern history. **

The key to successful leadership today is influence, not authority.
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Dr. Sheikh Fayez Azzam By: alis & gisall faddl
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Leadership should be born out of the understanding of the needs of those
who would be affected by it.
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Who has
not
noticed the marginalization of Arab
youth in regards to our culture which
may be intentional or unintentional.

We have an amazing cultural
heritage, traditions, and values.
With all the ancient habits we Arabs
have; family unity and affection,
pride of our heritage, this is all lost
on Arab youth of this generation who
can’t understand the value of all
these precious morals and high
standards. They heavily imitate the
West, which destroys our way of life
and thereby makes it difficult for us
to maintain our legacy and move
forward in this devastating Western
culture which is like a silent disease
which slowly creeps into their minds.

Their circumstances, lack of
awareness, and chaotic situation
has created problems of cultural,
social, educational, and intellectual
nature. We find ourselves stuck

YOUTH ABANDON

ARAB CULTURE

between randomly acquired habits
that often do not represent us.

This affects our Arabian identity
so that we are becoming vassals of
the western habits, advancing as
rigid machines having no soul in
us or independent thoughts, they
appear deprived of their own
identity, will and creativity, and
deprived of their own voice with
their minds succumbed without
awareness or understanding of
what is really good or bad.

And that is what makes me feel
regret for the loss of our history; we
who discovered the alphabets,
literature, history, philosophy,
medicine, art and much much more.

Who of us has not encountered
weird expressions of our society
which we made fun of, yet regret
how we got here? Let us wake up
from our trance and embrace our
Eastern Arabic roots, let us put forth

By: Mahiba Zeidan

Resides in the town of Damit Shouf, Lebanon with her family. Completed her high school in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, moved to Lebanon to start her professional life working in her father's
office. She likes to read, listening to music, travel to learn about different cultures and
civilizations, and loves expression through writing poetry or prose. Fluent in Arabic & English.

our own touches of creativity. We
youth, through our oriental
language and history, let us draw by
our own tools and color in our own
way, let us save the glories of our
history by leaving to
the west their
customs and

" traditions.

Let us be civilized
and advanced by
achieving using only
what will make us more successful.
We are a people that hold great
history, have amazing origins,
principles and many former
generations we are proud of. We
must protect and maintain our
culture and work to refine ourselves
to entrench and save our Arabic
identity.

Finally to all, this is a heavy and
huge responsibility to stand and fight
against the western tyranny that is
threatening our Arabic culture. <

www.DruzeWorldwide.com HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE
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Life is a journey. Not a destination.
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American Druze Foundation
POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP IN DRUZE & ARAB STUDIES

AT GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY

“ 5
).

Two years ago the American Druze Foundation
reached an agreement to endow a $2,000,000 Post-
Doctoral Fellowship in Druze & Arab Studies at Georgetown
University.

Our $2 million endowment at Georgetown University is
not only a gift to the Druze of the world but to humanity.
The Agreement in Druze & Arab Studies limits it to historic,
sociological, anthropological and cultural issues to the
specific exclusion of religious or faith related subjects.

Our community has never been challenged by a
campaign to raise big dollars for an academic endeavor
but you helped us do it and we are well on our way to our
goal. The position at Georgetown is posted at the link
below:

http://ccas.georgetown.edu/postdoc-fellowships#ADF

Let this Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Druze & Arab
Studies at Georgetown be an example of a united
community and the power of collective commitment.
Today, more than ever, tolerance and understanding are
direly needed; bridging the divide between the east and
the west is a moral duty.

If you haven’t donated, it is not too late to seal your
name into history with us at:
www.americandruzefoundation.org;

May we always unite in our faith and fellowship.

Manal Boukzam Saab

Chair, ADF Board

ADF POST-
DOCTORAL
FELLOWSHIP

The Georgetown University Center for Contemporary Arab
Studies (CCAS) is very pleased to announce the
establishment of the American Druze Foundation (ADF)
Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Druze and Arab Studies. The
purpose of the ADF Fellowship is to promote specialized
social scientific research on the Druze communities
centrally and primarily, and on collective political and
cultural identities in the Arab world more generally.

GEORGETOWN_ ‘UNIVERSITY

The ADF Post-Doctoral Fellowship supports academic
research in the disciplines of history, political science,
sociology, economics, anthropology, and archaeology. It
cannot be used to support research that relates essentially
to matters theological or religious in scope and nature.

The fellowship is for one academic year (August through
May), and offers an annual stipend of $50,000, in addition
to $5,000 in research funds.

During the academic year, the Fellow must continue to
conduct research on the Druze or other intentional political
and cultural communities in the Arab world, in order to
transform the doctoral dissertation into a book manuscript
for publication.

The Fellow is encouraged to deliver a public lecture on a
relevant topic to be determined with the Director of the
CCAS, and must design and teach for CCAS one graduate
seminar on the Druze and the broader topics of socio-
cultural pluralism, identity politics, and subnational
communities in the Arab world.

Finally, the Fellow must be in residence at the CCAS for the
duration of the academic year.
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Don’t cry over the past, it's gone. Don't stress about the future, it hasn't
arrived. Live in the present and make it beautiful.
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Service is the rent we pay to be living. It is the very purpose of life and not
something you do in your spare time.
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Mrs. Hayat Arslan has decided to convert thls monument |nto a natlonal museum, now |t is
called THE MUSEUM OF PRINCE FAISAL MAJED ARSLAN, located in ALEY LEBANON.

The purpose of life is not happiness but worthiness. Happiness may come
as an accessory; we dare never make it the end.
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ntreal-CANADA

Every time, |
reminisce the
last four
years of my life, all | can think of is the
hectic life that | have lived. It was four
years ago when | first came to Canada.
My arrival in Canada contained business
in all of its forms. However, this did not
stop me from doing extracurricular
activities. | managed to pull some time
out of my busy life & started to get
involved in curricular activities. | wanted
to be someone important, someone on
whom community can count on during
the times of need. | became involved in
the school newspaper called: "The
Insider.” My job was to research topics
based on equality & justice. Equality &
justice became my main concern.

| started to write detailed study
guides concerning these subjects & then
| helped students as they debated the
topics & strove to resolve them. | wrote
about issues that provoked my readers
to consider an issue or position that they
have been ignoring till to date.

This passion of getting students

involved in community service was
relevant when | joined the “ABC
community.” The mission for the

committee of ABC community was to
motivate others to do more volunteer
work & to help organize volunteer
activities. Often, | was assigned the task
to represent a particular group & for that
| had to meet those people, briefly. |
helped to raise awareness about
particular issues & matters. For
example, we helped to organize an
event called: “Christmas basket.” We
volunteered to organize this event in the
area of Saint-Laurent. This event
contributed to the community in a way

Community

By: Carla Marrouche

Carla Marrouche is a proud Druze from Aley, living in Canada, 21 years old. Constantly researches
about the Druze identity and reason of being. Loves to read and education, including new adventures
and cultures. Follows Ralph Waldo Emerson Quote: "Do not follow where the path may lead. Go

instead where there is no path and leave a trail.”

that it gave us a chance to help people
with low incomes so they can celebrate
Christmas blissfully also. The
fundamental thing | learned during the
process of helping others to organizing
such events was that every contribution
counts .This helped me to acknowledge
the fact how our initiative & involvement
can bring a change in our community.

| believe in equality,
& | believe that WE can
make a difference.

As a volunteer, |
have had the opportunity
to be effective not only in
the Montreal community,
but also in other nations.
| have volunteered in
Guatemala & Cuba &
lived with low income
families. Thus, | was equipped with
cross-cultural communication  skills,
which | believe will aid me, perform
beyond what is expected of me. | have
been to underdeveloped countries &
have witnessed how poverty is affecting
those countries & this lead me to pose
the Question around the definition of
being rich.

Richness that | am talking isn’t
materialistic at all, it is the satisfaction &
acceptance of the present. This trip lead
me to pose a lot of questions around
stereotypes of our society & lifestyle.
Eventually, | realize that | don’t need
anything to be happy other than faith &
acceptance. Therefore, | have made it
my duty to raise awareness in the matter
& share my experience with others
around this perspective of living.

| am equally enthusiastic when it
comes to helping old people as | am with

young people. For instance, in the past
few months, | have helped old people in
Center Saint Vincent in order to share
their life experiences. | wanted to be that
someone with whom these aged people
can talk about almost anything, during
the times, when there is no one else for
them.

By getting involved in this
phenomenal event, | not only
have helped these people,
but also helped myself. It
allowed me to put into effect
my patience & hearing ability.
It was a reciprocal process;
as | learned more about
these people they learned
about me also. This is why |
feel, it is essential that we all
should try to help those who
have no one to talk to & share their
experiences.

All of these volunteer works have
given me the opportunity to view life
from a different perspective & have
provided the possibility to react
differently to my problems that | have
encountered in Canada. Clearly, | have
devoted my life to this one thing; which
is the work that assists me to improve
myself & the community as a whole.
Throughout the rest of my life, | hope to
continue this humanitarian work in the
same manner. As | am writing this, | feel
it is obligatory for me to help others & try
to contribute in the advancement of
society's level of awareness.

Finally, | believe in the power of will,
& | am proud to say that | live by
Ghandi's famous saying: “Be the
change that you wish to see in the
world.” +
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Success is achieved by developing our strengths, not by eliminating our
weaknesses.
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Sawsan Khalife

Urfod - “Refuse”

Is a political activist and journalist from Shefa Amr in the Galilee region of Palestine.

under the banner of “Refuse, your

people will protect you” say they
are gaining momentum in their efforts to
abolish the military draft of youths from
the Druze religious minority. The
campaign, which goes by Urfod
(“Refuse” in Arabic), was launched in
early 2013, & held its second
conference recently in Rama, a village in
the Galilee region of historic Palestine.

Palestinians in Israel campaigning

Rama has a proud, decades-long history
of activism against the conscription of
Druze to Israel’s military. Activist Assem
al-Khatib initiated the movement
against conscription of Druze in the
early 1970s. Al-Khatib partnered with
the poet Samih al-Qassim, who died last
year, to encourage Druze youth to work
against the law. Thousands of
signatures from community members
protesting the law were gathered before
state harassment & imprisonment put an
end to it.

“Long journey”

Unlike the maijority of the estimated 1.7
million Palestinians in Israel, Druze
youths have been required to serve in
the army since the 1950s. As part of its
divide-and-rule strategy to suppress
Palestinian nationalism, Israel has
designated the Druze as a national
group distinct from the rest of the
Palestinian community in the state.

“We do not take this struggle for granted
or underestimate it. It will be a long
journey,” campaigner Awan Ali told The
Electronic Intifada. “It will end when the
military enlistment law of the Druze
ends. We will not stop until this law
drops.

Conference participants stressed that
the campaign has implications beyond
the Druze community, & not only Druze
Palestinians have a stake in abolishing
the draft. Israel is now attempting to
drive further sectarian wedges by
pressuring young Christians to enlist in
the military.

Educational benefits?

Many benefits such as access to higher
education are conditional on serving in
the Israeli army. But Palestinian groups
in Israel which are conscripted to the
military are poorly represented in Israel
universities — the Druze & Bedouin
communities rank last in enrollment.

The general lack of representation of
Palestinians in Israeli academia is also
reflected in the makeup of faculty &
administration, explained Jabir Asaqla,
co-director of Sikkuy, a campaign
group based in Jerusalem.
Though Palestinians make up
about 20% of the population of
Israel, only 1.75% Palestinians are
part of all faculty in Israeli
universities.

Question of conscience

For the young person facing the
draft, the decision to refuse is not

easy & support is lacking,
seventeen-year-old Fadi Daher
told The Electronic Intifada.

Honored at the Urfod conference for his
refusal to enlist, Daher said that “the
question was whether my humanity &
conscience would allow me to hold a
weapon against my people, & the
answer was no.”

“My journey is not easy, my family was
not very approving, nor is my village, & |
hate to see others go through what |
endured. | will share & guide other youth
of my experience & will volunteer with
Urfod because it is the right thing to do,”
he added. The Urfod campaign raises
scholarship money & other support for
Druze youth who refuse to enlist. Seven
scholarships were awarded at the
conference & study abroad opportunities
in Russia announced.

“Maybe we should send you to hell”

Khaled Farrag, one of the founding team
of Urfod from Rama, & co-director at the
Grassroots Jerusalem community
organization, explained the pressure &
difficulties of the campaign.

o2 5

A discussion on Druze army enlistment
that was aired on national 103 FM radio
program Five in the Evening. A debate
was held between Urfod activist Hadiya
Kayoof & a high-ranking Arab soldier in
the army. By the end of the show, the
interviewer prominent right-wing
journalist Ben Caspit — made a remark
backing the soldier, saying that
“statistics say 90 percent of Druze serve
in the IDF [Israel's army] & thanks to
rational people like our guest on this
show who take a look around & realize

— .

that the Jewish state is sort of heaven
on earth.”

Kayoof replied that “the Jewish state is
not any heaven.” The interviewer shot
back: “So maybe we should just send
you to hell.”

Challenging media representation of the
Druze community as monolithically loyal
to the state & its army is also a task of
the Urfod campaign.

“[Israeli media] thrive on Druze military
soldiers who participated in the war on
Gaza or during military operations in
East Jerusalem & portray the Druze as
loyal to the state & its military, & we
have to break this image,” Farrag said.

“It is not easy but we’re witnessing
progress,” he added. This progress
includes a change of fellow Palestinians’
perception of the Druze community.

“We are succeeding in this aspect, and it
is a great accomplishment.” <

You rarely achieve finality. If you did, life would be over, but as you strive

new visions open before you, new possibilities for the satisfaction of living.
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SHALEL,
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When you stop having dreams and ideals -- well, you might as well stop
altogether.
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Six essential qualities that are the key to success: Sincerity, personal
integrity, humility, courtesy, wisdom, charity.
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One ought, every day at least, to hear a little song, read a good poem,
see a fine picture and, if possible, speak a few reasonable words.
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The Desiderata

placidly amid the noise and
0 haste, and remember what peace
there may be in silence. As far

as possible without surrender be on good terms

with all persons. Speak your truth quietly and
clearly; and listen to others, even the dull and the
ignorant; they too have their story.
Avoid loud and aggressive persons, they are
vexations to the spirit. If you compare yourself
with others, you may become vain and bitter; for
always there will be greater and lesser persons
than yourself.

Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans.
Keep interested in your own career, however
humble; it is a real possession in the changing
fortunes of time. Exercise caution in your
business affairs; for the world is full of trickery.
But let this not blind you to what virtue there is;
many persons strive for high ideals; and
everywhere life is full of heroism.

Be yourself. Especially, do not feign affection.
Neither be cynical about love; for in the face of
all aridity and disenchantment it is as perennial

as the grass. Take kindly the counsel of the years,
gracefully surrendering the things of youth.

Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden
misfortune. But do not distress yourself with dark
imaginings. Many fears are born of fatigue and
loneliness. Beyond a wholesome discipline, be
gentle with yourself.

You are a child of the universe, no less than the
trees and the stars; you have a right to be here.
And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the
=N universe is unfolding as it should. Therefore be
! ' - at peace with God, whatever you conceive Him to
T @‘é b=ty be, and whatever your labors and aspirations, in
. = _,‘; - the noisy confusion of life keep peace with your
g > » soul. With all its sham, drudgery, and broken
; _— = ’ dreams, it is still a beautiful world.
b P - ;

1 =i

Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.

|

Those who bring sunshine into the lives of others, cannot keep it from
themselves.
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Dr Nadim Yousif Kassem
died on February 27, 2013 at
the age of 82 in New Jersey,
USA. He did his best to live
a life as outlined by the
Tawhid principles of wisdom
and knowledge (the universal
mind, Aql), the individual (the
universal soul, Nifs),
communication (the universal
word, Kalima), the past (the
precedent, Sabiq) and the
future (the antecedent, Tali).
He believed in moderation
and that everything in excess can
turn against us, except an excess
of knowledge. When he died, he
took with him a wealth of
knowledge of history, classical
music, science, arts, mathematics,
languages and more. He was an
encyclopedia for those around him;
a living search engine before the
time of the internet.

As a fitting tribute to his
memory, his family, friends and
community have been able to help

EMAIL: DRUZE@DRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

RKRASSEM

keep a piece of his spirit alive by
supporting two causes worthy of
bearing his name. To date, over
$18,000 has been donated to
the Druze Orphanage in
Lebanon and is being used to
update and maintain The Nadim
Yousif Kassem Computer Lab
at the orphanage now and for
years to come. This funding will
help hundreds of Druze children,
facilitate their access to
knowledge, empower each
individual child, improve
communications, connect them
to the past and help prepare
them for their futures. The Dr

Nadim Yousif Kassem Fund for

Continuing Medical Education at
The Huda Al Masri Pediatric
Cancer Department in Palestine,
supports specialized medical
education for doctors and nurses,
providing much needed help to
Palestinian children with cancer.
To date, over $23,000 have been
donated in his name. Already,
several groups of medical staff,
including nurses and doctors, have
been able to train in Jordan,
learning how to administer

chemotherapy, treating each
patient, communicating their
learned skills to other staff back
home and leading them to the
future of medicine. These skills
and understanding will help
hundreds upon thousands of
children in the years to come.

The monies raised for both
foundations go directly to the
children in need. Dr Kassem
would have been humbled by the
legacy that has been established
in his name. Through generous
donations to these resources from
people such as the readers of this
publication, children will continue
to be educated, find their place
and voice in society, be proud of
their past and positively impact the
future of our world. <
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We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children. If we use this ethic as a

moral compass, then our rendezvous with reality can also become a rendezvous with opportunity.
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Live your life each day as you would climb a mountain. An occasional glance towards the summit
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keeps the goal in mind, but many beautiful scenes are to be observed from each new vantage point.
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The best way to predict the future is to invent it.
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YOoU TELL US....

SWEDEN

When | read this magazine |
can only say, finally! Thank
you and God bless you for
this great contribution.

Rawi Fouad Israwi,
Producer

AUSTRALIA

Mr. Shauki Halime thank you
| must say the Magazines are
the best!

| enjoyed reading every
article and | would like to
congratulate and encourage
all those who have written to
write more, the Druzes need
all the talents and education
and information especially
our young ones, keep up the
good work Mr. Halime. God
Bless you and bless all the
good people around you.

Nabil Assaf
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FLORIDA, USA

Dear Shauki & Sarah, It was our
pleasure & honor to see you at the
convention. You are such true
friends and we love you from the
bottom of our hearts. Now a days,
it is hard to find couples like you
who give a lot to our community
and do not ask for anything back.
Your hard work is greatly
appreciated by the Druze all over
the world.

Soha & Mark Boukzam
PALESTINE

| just found out about your
magazines and was surprised to
find that there are a lot of Druze all
around the world. Actually I've
been trying to get in contact with
Druze outside of Israel, the middle
east in general, and | haven't been
that successful. So thank you for
this magazine, because now |
know that there is still hope for me

to get in contact with other Druze!

BRAZIL

Congratulations for the brilliant
journalistic work. It's the best link
on Druze and Arab culture I've
ever seen!

Dr. Paulo Domingos Merheb

Aley, LEBANON

It's my pleasure to be one of this
community all around the world.
Thank you very much for this
precious work. Hope we will
continue the journey that you
started. Have a great time.
Sincerely yours,

Rayan Azzam

Karnayel, LEBANON

It is my duty, my GOD given
feelings in evaluating matters as
we travel in this life. | have never
met you, but after seeing all what
you have done for Durziyatak, |
am super proud to be your friend.

| pray that one day hopefully in the
near future we shall meet. So, for
now, thanks for all and every
single effort you have done, and
are doing to put the Druze on a
high pedestal for the good of alll.

Respectfully, your friend for good

Khaled Khalil Alawar
Former Mayor of Karnayel

| really appreciate your hard work.

Nawal Dabbour

What’s Your Thoughts?

Please send your comments to:

Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please include your name, address,
(including Country) and phone number.
Comments chosen for publication may
be edited for length, clarity, &content.

Also, connect with us online, at:

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

Druze Worldwide Facebook Group
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If you would like to receive notification when the next issue
of this Magazine is available online, please send us an email
to the address listed here or on the website, include your full
name, email address, & country in which you reside. This
magazine is primarily available on line though the website
www.Druzeworldwide.com or in print by special order only.

See website for ordering information & full disclaimer.

Publisher & Editor-In-Chief
Shauki Halime

E-mail:
Shauki@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please rest assured we will not share your email
address with anyone. This is a private email listing

Website: which is not shared publicly or sold to anyone.

www.DruzeWorldWide.com Please be sure to add DruzeWorldWide.com to your safe

list in order to receive our emails directly. Thank you.
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What we are about ...

those elements
which have defined

to make a difference and create an identifiable
culture that will be impossible for anyone to

This complimentary Druze
Magazine is a non-political

BAVEE INTIRSATISNAL MAGATIND

T L

communication vehicle for the
Druze community worldwide. It
is our pleasure to be part of
globally connecting our diverse
Druze societies with one another.

With our common roots we
have flourished & now reside in

every country around the world. B g

In an effort to keep our
uniqueness & traditions in a fast
paced and changing world; we

need to maintain a method to

transcend the for

conformity.

requests

We have the ability to share
our unique culture & customs in a

very accessible cyber world while
maintaining the efforts required to preserve

our past, & bring it's
relevance &
significance to our
future generations.

This magazine is
an attempt to stem
the tide and assist
with the evolution of
our culture, as the

world  will  surely
dilute us if we are
unable to define

ourselves in a
manner that will
uphold our unique
destiny into the 21°
century.

We are at The Dawn (Al-Fajr) of our time

extinguish. We want to hear from everyone
on their ideas and thoughts.

We have the widest Druze network
available & the magazine is posted on the
www.DruzeWorldwide.com website for it to
be accessible around the globe for all to
read & enjoy. It is also supported through
social media websites such as Druze
Worldwide Group on Facebook and others.

Everyone is welcome to submit an article
or opinion for publication consideration. All
ages are included & encouraged. We reserve
the right to review, edit, accept or decline
articles as well as revise for clarity, content &
space.

Until the very exciting next issue,
wishing the best to everyone!!

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine is prepared as a free service to the Druze community Worldwide & may contain advice, opinions, &
statements of various information providers. Al Fajr The Dawn makes no warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information disclosed. The opinions of the authors expressed herein do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the Editor. Articles are always welcomed & can be emailed directly as noted above. Please see our website

www.Druzeworldwide.com for further information and full disclaimer.

Reproduction of any part of this publication requires permission from the Editor. © 2015
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Destiny is not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to
be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved!




i
A

i
L

i jl!
>
F

o
| ==

I
by b
i

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

Home of:

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine

E-mail: Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com



