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“I shall pass through this life but once. Any good therefore that
I can do, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it.

For I shall never pass this way again”
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My Beloved Druze Society,

Courage is defined as “the ability and willingness to confront fear, pain,
danger, uncertainty, or intimidation”

As Druze, courage is deep in our veins; our forefathers saw how EMIR BASHE
things were and had the courage to change for equality and a better way. Such
choices took immense courage along with great personal sacrifice in an age AWARDS
when such thinking was considered radical. Today it is easy to forget what it LEBANON 4
took to get us here, to have plenty of positive possibilities and desirable options, Princess Hayat Arslan
yet it is not enough. For those possibilities to have value, we are required to LEBANON e
exercise them with courage. We have the opportunity today to learn, to grow, to Rasheed Joumblatt
achieve and to experience new things. To do so, we must exercise the courage SAUDI ARABIA
to let go of some old, comfortable, predictable things. Celia Hamadeh 6
We are not here to follow the herd of the people who go along to get New Ygl;khlrj\iSsAObei d 8
along and try and please everyone at the expense of displeasing ourselves — :
and ultimately condemn ourselves to unhappiness. Embrace your beliefs! The CANADA - CALGARY 9
best way to defend convictions is to live them with success, actions are BRAZ"b [ B afmad 10
testimony to the validity and power of convictions. Having convictions is not g : e anind
enough, we have to also have the courage to follow and live our convictions in LEBAN&';"'ai'da Abou Chacra 12
an uncompromising fashion. Taking charge of our destiny by using our own TEBANON
minds. Having the confidence to take necessary risks, including the risk of Sara Jawhary 14
being different and not liked by everyone. ENGLAND
d . 16
Amir Khnif
A great life comes from putting forth the effort to do great things I 17
with whatever possibilities we have. :iﬁ::‘ﬂ:E 18
Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine along with the website GOLAN HGTS 20, 31
www.DruzeWorldwide.com is the one and only voice of the Druze. LEBANON 24. 26
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As we look to the future, together we grow, and forward we go. EBANON - AUB 28
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Most of the problems in life are because of two reasons:
We act without thinking, or we keep thinking without acting
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Women's Rights &

Benefits

he month of March is a very

busy one for activism and in

particular for women
activists. It includes “International
Women’s Day” on the 8th & “Mothers’
Day” on the 21st. Celebrations
dominates the scene in Lebanon &
everywhere els.

For some, those celebrations are
intended to remind people that, women
are marginalized & are still considered
second class citizens, for some others
celebrating Women’s Day is an
imperative to brighten the image &
those are usually the politicians. We-

as women- are dubious of the
politicians’ inclinations & good
intentions, because we’ve been

targeting them in vain to consider our
four prime issues that concern the
Lebanese women:

* A ftransitional women political
quota regulation

% Domestic violence law

* Nationality (Lebanese women
married to non-Lebanese cannot
grant their nationality to their
children)

% A unified civil personal status law

So, in the month of March our
pressures reach ultimatum toping an
accumulation of lobbying & demands.

On a different level & at the same
wave length we are taking good care of
our community needs. Last June we
initiated Druze meetings under the

Princess Hayat Arslan

Politician, Activist of Women'’s rights, Supporter of Women Economic Empowerment & Women Political
Empowerment. Princess Arslan is from the Wahhab family, from the Chouf area, lived & studied in
Beirut. Married to Prince Faysal Majid Arslan & has 4 grown children. She currently resides in Aley,

Lebanon. Established the “Society of Lebanon the Giver”

“Druze Consultancy Meetings” to
discuss community issues. The
meetings brought together around 200
educated & enlightened men & women.
The discussions yielded out the
following demands:

% Medical coverage for needy Druze

% Learning institutions for needy
students

% Housing for the young generation

difference 15% of the ministry of
Health. As you might know that: a
patient admitted on the Ministry of
health list/account should pay a
difference of 15% of the hospital
cost. Most of the needy Druze
patients cannot pay this difference
of cost which is sometimes a big
one with millions of Lebanese
pounds.

% 1/2 of the insurance card cost
should be provided by

|t was
agreed that the
Medical issue is
the priority & is
an  impending
one. The
members of the
‘Consultancy
Meeting” like the
medical doctors,

the “Druze Endowment
Fund” which connects
the interrupted relation
of the Druze with their
community institutions

* The second 1/2 of
the insurance card cost
should be secured from
donors. The donor
should be the financially

lawyers & the
insurance businesses drafted a
perspective for the medical coverage.

| personally presented the draft to
H.E Walid Jumblat who liked the idea &
asked that part of the project be funded
from the “endowment Fund”. The bright
mind of H.E Walid Jumblat encouraged
the initiative & we are working with him
to put the project into function.

It is useful to give a summary of
the project hoping that as Druze
worldwide we can benefit from your
experience & receive your feedback:

* A medical insurance card
covering its bearer with the

capable individuals from
the same society. In other words,
the donor should be from the
same family & or the same village,
town or city. This formula
strengthens the ties between the
Druze startas of the “haves” & the
“Have Not”. It creates a close
relation of mutual understanding &
social harmony.

The donors already began
generously showing their readiness. In
few months the draft will become a live
project to safe- guard Druze lives.
Sustained Developmental projects are
the solid basis we need to build on. «
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Around twenty
five years ago
| read a book
written by an
Egyptian author slandering the Druze and
accusing them with all hideous qualities. |
got furious and went to an established
Druze Sheikh (clergyman), where | chose
the most insulting statements and showed
them to him. | was surprised when he
didn’t react, but rather smiled and said:
“‘May God forgive them, for they do not
know.” | asked him angrily of the means
we have to resort to in order to refute this
liar and punish him. He answered with a
calm smile: “Son, we do not punish, only
the Creator punishes. Our Path has a Lord
that protects it and on whom we depend,
it’s not the Creator who depends on the
creature, but the other way around.

A religion that needs a sword to
protect it is definitely not a divine one, and
a God that needs the wrath of his
creatures to gather worshippers is not the
Creator of the Universe.

There is no compulsion in religion &
for each his belief to follow.” | said:
“Sheikh, your words contradict our history.
Our history is filled with wars, fights &
bloodshed.” He responded to my
aggressiveness with a fatherly smile and
said: “That is your history my child not
ours; the history of earthly authorities,
nations, leaders, ideologies & political
agendas, not that of the Wiseman (clergy).

You fought, conquered and made
alliances in the name of the Druze, as for
us, we have neither political demands nor
nationalistic goals. For the Unitarians my
child, life is nothing more than a passage
not an end. We only fight to defend our
homes and honor, for our souls are not
ours but rather the property of the
Almighty, where our duty is to defend,
protect and fill them with love, piety and
integrity to be ready when the Lord wants
them back. Our soul is a consignment by
God and for God, hence, how can we

A Druze Dialogue
By: Rasheed Joumblatt

Rasheed was born in Bramiye, Lebanon and currently resides in Beirut. Graduated from Lebanese
American University in 1998 with a BA in Political Science/International Affairs and a MA in 2000.

Married Aida Yazbeck in 1999 and they have 2 young girls.

justify killing a soul in the name of politics,
wrath or vengeance?” | asked: “How about
those Druze who marry non-Druze?” He
answered calmly: “This is freedom of
choice my child. The Successor (Al-Tali)
Baha’ Al-Deen (The 5™ of the Druze Five
Luminaries or Principals) said: ‘Is there
justice but in choice?’ Son, the Covenant
(Al-Mithaq) that committed the followers to
Unitarianism specifies that an adherent to
the faith must be of full
mental and physical
awareness.

Free of slavery and
have the abilty to
choose for himself/
herself. That’'s why it was
decreed that Unitarians
should abolish slavery
and polygamy.

The freedom of the
individual, my child, is
the essence of the Unitarian concept of
the Divine Justice. If man were to be
deprived of his freedom of choice, he will
be wunable to reach that stage of
knowledge that defines him as a human
being. Reward and punishment are the
result of man’s free actions and deeds,
what goes around, comes around.”

| asked: “Don’t we have to punish
those who converted either by marriage or
by their choosing to convert to another
faith?” Now, the Sheikh jumped and said:
“Never my child, never. The followers
endorsed the Unitarian faith by choice,
and their decision to leave it is also by
choice; we only provide them with advice,
but God gave man the privilege of choice.

Who are we to punish man for his
choices? We are nothing more than
worshippers of the Almighty.” | asked him
about Jihad. He smiled and said: “Our
Jihad is in truthfulness, pure intentions,
good treatment of our fellow man, good
deeds, spreading love and compassion in
society, and following the path of
humbleness and honesty.

A religion that needs
a sword to protect it is
definitely not a divine
one, and a God that
needs the wrath of his
creatures to gather
worshippers is not the
Creator of the Universe.

The Universal Mind (Al-Aql Al-Kulli)
Hamza bin Ali (The 1 of the Druze Five
Luminaries or Principals) said:
‘Truthfulness is faith and is Unitarianism in
its perfection. Dishonesty and lies are
Polytheism, infidelity and aberration;’ he
was entitted The Guide of the
Consented... No swords, no fighting and
no conquering.

We are obliged to call
for Unitarianism and
God guides whom He
pleases. When one of
Hamza’s missionaries,
Nashtakin, deviated
from the true path and
resorted to intimidation
and false promises and
called himself The
Sword of Faith, Hamza
told him: ‘Faith does
not need a sword to aid
it.” Later, the Unitarians
rejected Nashtakin, refused and cursed
him.” Now, | got really irritated and told
him with a challenging approach: “I'm
ready to sacrifice my life defending my
country and fighting its enemies, while you
do not fight but to defend your life, your
land, your honor, your family and your
brethren.”

He just answered me in a really big
smile: “Do you love Lebanon? | adore it. It
is the homeland of my fathers and
forefathers, in its soil lays my saints and
teachers of faith and within its borders live
my family, my friends, my kinsmen and my
brethren. | defend my country with the
good word, good deed and pure intention
toward its citizens. | cannot resort to arms
in the name of God, this contradicts my
Unitarian faith because my God is not the
God of the Unitarians and the Lebanese
only, He is the Lord of the Universe and of
all humans. The living souls in the bodies
of my country’s enemies are not mine but
the Lord’s, it's forbidden for me to Kill
unless in self defense.

o,
°n

“Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see a shadow.”

Helen Keller
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By: Celia Kurdab Hamadeh

Holds a BA degree in Public Administration from AUB with focus on political science. Her career
began with the British Embassy in Riyadh. Participates in many international conferences
including Gulf Marketing Review's Annual International Marketing To Women Conference in
Dubai , also Arab women conferences and was interviewed by regional magazines, local news
papers and Saudi TV. She is also a writer, with many articles and poems published in local and
international newspapers dating back to 1994. Winning the Saed Fraiha award from dar al
Sayyad on her poem to Beirut. Married to Suleiman N. Hamadeh with 3 lovely adult children.
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Maore countries have understood that women's

equality is a prerequisite for development.

{Kofi Annan)
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ADS President Dr. Nidal
Radwan welcomes Minister
Arkam Chehayeb to South
California and addresses the
attending guests at the
American Druze Society
Cultural Center in Los
Angeles, California.
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Control your own destiny or someone else will.
Jack Welch
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By Dr. Anis Obeid, M.D., FACC

Poet, Author & Doctor. Born in Aley, Lebanon, he graduated with a MD degree from AUB School of
Medicine & his post graduate training was in the USA. He is a lifetime honorary member of the American
Medical Association along with numerous professional organizations. Dr. Obeid is also involved in many
social & cultural organizations. A founding member & past chairman of the American Druze Foundation,
& a lifelong member of the American Druze Society. During this time he has also received recognition &
numerous awards for distinguished service to his profession & community. He currently resides in
Syracuse, NY with his lovely wife, Nawal Najeeb Saab.
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Lebanese women:
time to wake up!

Submitted By: Raghda Azzam Najjar

Written By: Joumana Haddad

othing compares to the
Lebanese feeling of
superiority. Except maybe

the Lebanese power of denial. Try to
tell a Lebanese man that Lebanon’s
record of human rights is shameful; he
would take your words as a tasteless
joke (The imperishable myth of the
Switzerland of the Middle East). Try to
tell a Lebanese lady that the women
who work for her, coming from

Ethiopia, Sri Lanka and the Philippines,
are much more valued in their
respective countries than she is in
hers; she would be utterly outraged.
And vyet, this is the glaring truth:
Lebanon’s ranking in the gender gap
report for 2012 is 122nd, while Ethiopia
is 118th, Sri Lanka is 39th and the
Philippines is 8th!

The current Parliament of Lebanon
has 128 deputies, carefully distributed
between Christians and Muslims.
However, there are only four women
deputies (that’s 3%). As for the current
cabinet, not one female has been
deemed worthy of being appointed as a
minister.

In France, where women were

pioneers of the Feminist movement
and have gained exceptional rights that
few women in the world can claim to
have (except in Scandinavia), president
Francgois Hollande felt nonetheless the
need to restore a women's rights

ministry — after it was closed for almost
30 years — and has sent his ministers
to a sexism-education class. Things
are changing even in Saudi Arabia! We
heard yesterday that the Kingdom is

|

expected to name 15
women among its 150
-member Shura
Council (that’s 10%),
when the body’s new
representatives  are
announced next week.
A number of
prominent females
have been nominated
to take up positions on
the council, like
deputy chairman of
the National Society for Human Rights,
Al-Jowhara Al-Anqari; and current
deputy minister of education, Noora Al-
Fayez.

Meanwhile, in Lebanon, where
some women are so proud because
they are allowed to drive cars; feel
utterly emancipated because they can
wear miniskirts; and snub their Saudi
counterparts because they can walk
around without a male guardian;
women continue to be discriminated
against in law and practice, and to face
gender-based violence. Lebanese
women remain unable to pass their
nationality on to their husbands and
children, and the parliament failed to
pass a draft law criminalizing domestic
violence, including marital rape.

There is a definite alienation
between Lebanese women and politics.
When | started writing this post, | did
some research in our political
background, in order to see when this
alienation started. And | found out that
it has always been there.

Put aside a few bright exceptions
like Laure Moghayzel or Mary Debs
and a handful of others, Lebanese
women were never interested in getting
involved in the political life of their
country. Even long after they had
gained the right to vote and to
participate in National elections (7952),
only 17 women have served in
Lebanon’s parliament. Our political
structure has always been dominated
by men; and the patriarchal political
culture is evident in our parliament,
ministries, and municipalities. What did
not help was the hereditary system of
political positions, which is prevalent till
this very day.

But the women’s unwillingness to
participate is also to blame. Will that
change in the upcoming elections?
Hoping it would is not enough. We
need to work for it. Women's
organizations are called upon today to
amplify women's voices in the political
process, and rally support around
those running for office, either as
independents or representing parties.

A famous Lebanese saying goes
like this: “Lucky he who has a place to
accommodate a goat in Lebanon.”

Could it be because we are
increasingly becoming mindless herds?

7
0‘0

“Knowledge has to be improved, challenged, and increased constantly, or “
it vanishes”

Peter Drucker
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1IN VARY

| was born in Goiania-Brazil, in
1984, and I'm the youngest of four
children. | had a childhood filled with
happy moments with my family, and
was always surrounded by uncles
and cousins, had a strong sense of
security and belonging.

| remember very well parties and
meetings that took place in a large
establishment, called "Home Druzo",
which | accompanied with my
parents and relatives with much
enthusiasm, because | knew I'd find
many children to play with, in that big
place, decorated with colorful stars.

What intrigued me was the fact
that, to meet at these events, my
parents communicated in a language
different than what | was familiar
with. And it was from there that my
parents started to introduce me to
my background: My Arabic origin —
Druze.

Well, it was still too young to
understand matters of culture and
religion, but the truth was that before
| could realize that everything | was,
was like a little flower, which grew
inside me.

Soon | started to develop interest
to know more about where and how

Growing up Druze in

Brazil

By: Dalila Riad Bahmad

Dalila is 29 and currently works at the Embassy of the State of Kuwait in Brasilia,
Brazil. She studied Nutrition at LIU (Lebanese International University in Beirut-

Lebanon) Her hobbies includes music and learning different languages.

we are to learn the Arabic language Today | am 29 years old, and
and our customs. How | would have today | know that feeling of belonging
the chance to meet my relatives, of when | was a kid, is the loop formed
the great family that waits for us in by our community, and those colored
Lebanon, of which my father always stars watched while playing, that's

spoke with great affection and what keeps us together, our
nostalgia. principles and answers in moments
of doubt.

My first visit to Lebanon was
when | was 11. | confess that at first
| felt really scared, which combined <
with the great curiosity, because |
knew | was about to meet a whole
new world. But quickly
| felt connected in the
warmth and care | find

| don't need any effort
to explain to myself
who | am, when
someone asks me
about my origin, |
answer proudly: "I'm
Lebanese from

<4

—

among many Rachaya al Wadi, son
relatives. So many \ , \ of Beni Maaruf." What
happy times with = | find most interesting in
family! The parties, us, which seems to be

the same for most
Druze, we're away from our
community, doubtful of a lot of things
for lack of knowledge. Something
within us always tells us that we
belong to something very special.

the Arab songs, visits
to sacred places were
astonishing, the thrill
of being back home
with  my community
was indescribable.

<4
\\/\(

| lived many years | encourage all young Druze
in Lebanon and grew up with a worldwide to embrace our culture,
foundation based on the principles especially in today's world in which
Druze. | learned many things from the conservation of values and

=

our society, which served as a guide traditions disappear along with
to find out my identity, especially for beautiful families.

having grown in a mixture of two ) i

cultures. | believe the first step to

happiness is knowing who you are,

Even going back to Brazil, | left so you can be confident and firm in

my heart in that beautiful place, who you are, assuring satisfaction

where | will return one day forever. and inner peace wherever you live in
the world. <«
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“Effective Leadership is not about making speeches or being liked;

leadership is defined by results not attributes.” Peter Drucker
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CALIFORNIA

Mr. Sami Kadi’s, the Official
Representative of PSP, hosted a
dinner party welcoming Minister Akram
Chehayeb at his home, some of the
attendees were; Al-Kataeb, Lebanese
Forces, Hasnak Party, Almoustakbal,
WLCU, Lebanese For Lebanon
Foundation, Beirut Sister City, ADS
National, The Rotary Club, Sheriff Lee
Baca, Dr Eli Ayoub, Dr Imad Alasmar,
Amira Matar, Mouhamad Kakati (Anbaa
Alarab), Edwar Nahas, Mr. Farid
Makarim, Mofid Hamze, Chief Gary
Nalbadian and many more.

“Winners must learn to relish change with the same enthusiasm and energy
that we have resisted in the past.” Tom Peters
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IN KSUR

mpathy - Do we
have it?

By: Sara Jawhary

Sara Jawhari is an English teacher at International Lebanese College, Aley,
Lebanon. She received her teaching Diplomat from the Lebanese American
University and has been teaching for nine years.

ith the love of God of
Grace, she was born
retarded in a

community of retardation. “Rola” was
born intellectually disordered, and she
is useless for them. And why should
they care? Speechless number! Yes,
she is. It’s all flooding back to me, her
Father’s pain can tell more about
suffering, her mother's tears can
express better than a pen. Butin a
community of sinister heartless
leaders, neither the pen nor the tears
can reveal the darkness of their
injustice.

When her
mother had a
stroke, her dad
didn't know where to
take Rola. He
searched for a
Druze institution
specialized in caring
for the mentally
disabled and
handicapped

people, however he could find only
one place in Shemlen, Aley. But
unfortunately, the director said that
since the poor girl is over 35 and
incapable to learn anymore, they
cannot take her. Consequently, her
dad heard about the Monastery of
Dayr Al Saleeb in Dayr al Qamar and
appealed for help from one of our
"leaders". Unfortunately, Rola wasn't
that desirable there for unknown
reasons. The great leader didn’t
answer our calls and we have no
idea why, and once again we fell into
despair & darkness, no place for a
Druze mentally disabled girl.

Every person deserves
the chance 1o reach his

Only one person took the time to
help us, Mrs. Layla Bostany called in
the nick of time. Rola is being treated
very well, but we don’t know for how
long. We are really thankful for the
nuns in the monastery and for Mrs.
Bostany. But we are more thankful
for our leader who didn’t answer
our calls when we really needed
him. Maybe it’s a good lesson for
us at the end. It was actually a
blessing in disguise.

How many other Rola’s do we
have in our community? Has anyone
built a home over their head? Isn't the
time to spill the beans? Why don't we
have shelters for
such individuals?
Are we Druze
that poor? Or
maybe we are too
busy running for
our routines while
they are laughing
in their sleeves
o and stealing our

W ownmoney.

Rola wants
nothing, but a bed and a shelter. Her
dad wants nothing, but to sleep
unworried about his daughter when
death takes its toll. ¢
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“The greater danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling
short; but in setting our aim too low, and achieving our mark.” Michelangelo
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THE BRITISH

British  Druze
T eSociety was
founded in 1983,
during the most difficult period of the
Lebanese Civil War, as the southern
half of Mount Lebanon was under
Israeli occupation and Druze villages
were mostly cut-off from the outside
world. At that time, a group of Druze
living in the United Kingdom got
together and initiated a charity with
the intention of helping their
community back home.

Over the years, the BDS has
contributed large sums of money to
charities in Lebanon, the occupied
Golan Heights in Syria, as well as
the UK. Among the leading
beneficiaries are: The Druze
Foundation for Social Welfare; The
Social Action League (Druze
University Graduates Association);
The Druze Health Foundation-Ain
Wozain; The Women Student
Home, Beirut; Al-Iman Hospital; Al-

DRUZE SOCIETY

By: Amir Khnifess

School Of Oriental Studies-University of London, London, England

Watani Hospital; the Village Welfare
Association (“Rabitat Inaash Al-
Qaria”); MAP (Medical Aid for the
Palestinians); Majdal Shams Clinic,
The Golan Heights; and the Druze
Orphanage, Abey.

Running parallel to its charitable
activity, the BDS has also invested in
empowering Druze identity among
community members living in the
United Kingdom, mainly through
cultural events. The most significant
being a lecture given by Mr Eyad
Abu Shakra at the School of Oriental
and African Studies (University of
London) on the Geo-political
Boundaries of the Druze in the Near
East. Another successful lecture was
given recently by Professor Kais
Firro of ‘Isfya about the Druze in the
Holy Land.

Beside its academic activity, the
BDS has invested a lot in meeting
the social needs of the community.

The annual picnic to the Hyde Park
during the summer has become one
of the BDS most famous activities,
where Druze youth from different
background mingle together under
the park’s trees. The Eid Al-Adha
annual dinner is another regular and
well attended activity which the BDS
traditionally organises at a Lebanese
restaurant, and is an opportunity for
Druze families to get together and
celebrate Eid together.

These activities would not be
achievable without the BDS
Chairman and Members Committee's
commitment to the society's goals.
Our thanks go to Dr Sami Farhat
(Hon Chairman), Mr Ayad Abou-
Chakra, Mrs Aida Abi Mershed, Mrs
Naziha Hassanyeh, Mr Amir
Khnifess, Mr Rabah Saadedine, Mr
Majed Ghanem and Mr Rabih

R/

Hamze. <«
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“I have been impressed with the urgency of doing. Knowing is not enough; we
must apply. Being willing is not enough; we must do.” Leonardo Da Vinci




V 8.3, ISSUE 20 - 2014 EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

OLAN HGTS

Y gl u\MAJALAUAJM‘ ua.th\}qﬂ@h}“ Mﬁiﬂ
ddiaal) ‘UJ}«A\
Jiaal) 4N gall
(ail) L - Bdredd) (pa Aadia
Jiaall oY gl A dyilaadll 4S jad) B

4““&‘“&‘1982?& da&dlu‘igﬂ\uﬂm‘yuuﬁﬁw\wdjl "Wd.\u«o&w@u&\u&l Bdsad) il
u.bd.a.“f.l.u.d\w@w@mmmsujjadwja!ﬂ!uj‘gwem\}u‘.\.n.\a.“d.nithus)J‘um.\d\ua
Lé.ﬂ.\.a@!\M‘hl’)H‘aﬁJJ ‘a‘i!*hjua*géj‘a@h\@&a\ﬂu‘iﬂ\;wau\“ 3 k8" yuaa (3 oh b
‘Quwléw‘)ﬂsébbs@m&M\uuu‘pJMM&ué@a\t@a\Y\LﬁmLAJMyu\L@_\a.nbdduS\w
Jiaall (Y sl A Auilagll AS all L gl Q) ¢ Aladadl) o s «AAJJ‘,AJJJUMIJuAYU s laia¥) slall
<l 8 Lghiniag 1982 ale AL ) Lpeadal) L,éﬁ\)“}-ﬁgﬁd)‘-\h?‘ 2 g clgal gall Pk ) U i iy
Y sl B yalra Cpa JDLAY)

We are Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Highlands, 3! s M.LAAJ\ 4 gl Cilad yal) By g gl u.ukbd\ A
we must declare to all officials throughout the world, and the daliialg ‘&u ?Sld\ UAWU w)S\ algal) st olad of Uile
United Nations and its institutions, and to world public opinion, ¢ ol ) SU3S u.dud\ ?w\ sl A Wglasa g daadall e.m
for truth and history, frankly and clearly. The government has "23_,3; CE o(Omall CJ"‘JJ 4;\}44 ‘@JLJ\J 434l JA‘ 'Y
tried in many ways to integrate us into the Israeli melting pot, Uiadld ¢ 30y u‘b abal) 4_,“3 ul‘-'b“‘f‘ d)-\A‘i\ e Lidd ga
and to deprive us of our nationality Syrian Arabic which we gaada g oL Alinall 4y guad) doiagd) MUJLMJ ‘mﬂ
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ancestors which we speak with pride. 4_:’ ¢ S w 3;3 A s
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generations we have issued this document:

* The Golan Heights is an inalienable part

of Syria. Uipeal - yabead) BN
#* Syrian nationality is real with us and does 91-‘-?:'3 1-‘9#-.‘ ‘*-UM‘
not go away. It is transmitted from parents PULIVEN :l:':bl.«.nu Lila)
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Emir Bashir Shihab 11

Bashir Shihab Il
January 2, 1767 - 1850

Emir of Mt. Lebanon from 1788 till 1840.

Bashir was born in Gazir, son of Emir
Qasim ibn Umar Shihab of the noble
Shihab family which had came to power
in 1697. Despite his noble roots he was
born into poverty and married a cousin

and into great wealth.

In 1788, after abdication of his
predecessor, Emir Yussef Chehab, he
was elected an emir and would rule
under Ottoman suzerainty, being
appointed wali or governor of Mount
Lebanon, the Beqaa Valley and Jabal
Amel, together forming about two thirds
of modern day Lebanon. He would reform
taxes and attempt to break the feudal
system, in order to undercut rivals, the
most important of which was also named

Bashir: Bashir Jumblatt who had
increasing support in the Druze
community.

In 1799 Emir Bachir Il refused to
assist either Napoleon or al-Jazzar during
Napoleon's -siege on Acre. This was one
of the factors causing
Napoleon's failure and

eventual return to Egypt.

The great power struggles
for supremacy in Lebanon &%
came to a head at the s
beginning of the nineteenth
century. In the year 1804, the
Emir Bashir Il, who lived in the B

town of Deir el-&
Kammer shifted his
headquarters and
built himself a new
palace and
residential complex
at a place not far
away called Beit-
Eddine. The new site §
had the advantage ®
of being perched on a promontory
overlooking the valley of the River
Damour, which made it impossible for
anyone to approach without being
spotted while still far off. Moreover, the
traditional capital of Deir el-Kamar was
still very close, and the Emir was not in
the least regarded as having deserted the
family fortress.

As was the custom of those days, the
palace looks rather ordinary from the
outside: just a large country house, one

might think. But this plainness is
deceptive. For as one approaches, before
one enters the gates of the outer palace
yard, one realizes that the whole site
breathes a purity that would not have
shone through anything more elaborate.
Far from being drab the very color of the
stone implies strength and good solid
values. As one approaches closer, one
sees that there are in fact a number of
decorative designs, which are enhanced
by the initial
p I a in
appearance
-+ of the whole.
is a
outer

out over the valley; on
the other side rises the
palace proper or part of
it at least. This particular
o Section was originally
‘reserved for guests of

. the emirs. Hospitality

" has always been
-+ engrained into the
~““4 |Lebanese character,

and the custom was to allow anyone
passing through Beiteddine to stay here
for three days. During those three days
the visitor was not g
even obliged to
disclose his identity
or his business. If

he stayed longer
than that, then
discreet inquiries

were made as to
who he was and
what he wanted in

these parts.

The palace
itself, the emir's @
residence and
official  receiving-
palace, has a simply enormous double
door. One of the doors itself has a little
door cut into it, for obvious reasons of
convenience! This huge doorway is
famous indeed in the annals of Arab and
Oriental architecture. Above there is an
inscription exhorting the visitor to enter in
peace.

Inside, one can wander about for
hours. There are sculpted designs,
marble inlays, carved ceiling, a
remarkable set of baths, and overall an
impression of magnificent quiet, peace,
and isolation
from the
clatter of the
world. There
are gardens

with tall
cypress trees,
shady walls
with cool

(Continued on page 33)

| never did a day’s work in my life. It was all fun.” Thomas Edison
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ADS U.S.A.

The ADS President, Dr. Nidal Radwan
continues in his excellent efforts in improving the
ADS as he puts it back on track on a firm and
sound footing with the help of the respectful
national board members. Many dedicated
volunteers who serve their community well.
Especially with the outstanding assistance of
Mr. Nashaat Abdelbaki, who is heading the Ad
Hoc Code of Conduct Committee. Also we
welcome the new Treasurer of the ADS, Mr. Samer Abdelbaki, who is doing a
wonderful job organizing the ADS accounts. We thank everyone for their dedication
and efforts in making the ADS stronger.

Dr. Nidal Radwan

Mr. Samer Abdelbaki

MOUNT CARMEL - HOLY LAND

His Eminence Sheikh al Akl of Palestine, Mouwafak Tareef during the visit of the Patriarch of Lebanon, Mar
Poutrous Bshara Al Rhai to Palestine.
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CALIFORNIA
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“Apply yourself. Get all the education you can, but then, by God, do
something. Don't just stand there, make it happen.” Lee lacocca
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LEBANON
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By: Nour El Sayegh
A Specialist in the science of Nutrition and diet, graduated from the Jesuit University in 2007 and received her
Degree in Nutrition from the American University in Beirut in 2011. Nour has written many articles in magazines

including several Lebanese magazines, and she teaches Nutrition at the Lebanese University. She also
practices her profession at her clinic on Hamra St in Beirut as well at a Medical Center on the Mountain.
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“You have many years ahead of you to create the dreams that we can’t
even imagine dreaming.” Steven Spielberg
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LEBANON - Continued
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= Saturated Fat 3g

/%odlum 470mg
Total Carbohydrate 31g

Sample label for

Nutrition Facts

erving Size 1 cup (228g)
Servings Per Container 2

Amount Per Slnlin!_
Calories 250 Calories from Fat 110"

Total Fat 12g

Trans Fat 3g
Cholesterol 30mg_

Sugars 5g
Protein 5g

* Percent Doily Volues are based on a 2,000 calorie dlet.

Yaur Daily Velues may be higher ar lower depending on

your calorie naeds.

Calories, 2,000 2,500

Total Fat Less than  B5g B0g

Sat Fat Less than  20g 259
Chelasterol Less than  300mg 300mg
Sodium Lessthan  2400mg  2400mg
Total Carbohydrate 300g 375g

Dietary Fiber 25¢q 309
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“Strength does not come from physical capacity. It comes from an
indomitable will.” M.K. Gandhi
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AUB

AUB Largest Private
Donation for Medicine &
Health Care

-

Mr. Jamal Daniel

of The
Levant Foundation

AUB has received the largest
private donation in its history in
support of medicine and health care.

Mr. Jamal Daniel of Houston,
Texas, and The Levant Foundation,
his charitable organization, have
made an extraordinarily generous gift
of $32 million _towards the AUBMC
2020 Vision, a comprehensive
project that will transform the delivery

of health and medical care in
Lebanon and the region. The
AUBMC 2020 Vision initiative

includes the construction of new
clinical & research facilities,
acquisition of state-of-the art
equipment for research, diagnostics,
and treatment, and the ongoing
recruitment of leading physicians and
scientists from around the world.

Mr. Daniel is an accomplished
international businessman with over

30 years of experience managing
global investments in oil and gas,
telecommunications, high
technology, media, manufacturing,
and real estate. He is an esteemed
member of the International Advisory
Council of AUB, and he holds other
board positions including the
Chairmanship of the Board of Al-
Monitor, a media website based in
Washington, D.C., and an honorary
membership on the Board of
Trustees of Balamand University in
Beirut. He previously held positions
as a member of the Board of
Directors of Pepperdine University in
Malibu, California, and the Board of
the Conrad N. Hilton College of Hotel
and Restaurant Management in
Houston, Texas.

His family has ties to AUB that
date from the 1940s when his father,
Halim Daniel, and uncle, the late Atef
Danial, were students. A generation
later, they were followed by Mr.
Daniel's wife, Rania, and his brother
Ramzi

The Levant Foundation works
with universities, institutions of fine

art, and religious and research
institutions to support artistic,
academic, and educational

programs. Personally and through
The Levant Foundation, Daniel has
provided significant grants and
endowments to the American
University in Washington, D.C., the
Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign
Service at Georgetown University,
the George Bush School of

Government and Public Service at
Texas A&M University, the University
of Texas Press, and the Foundation
for Interreligious and Intercultural
Research and Dialogue based in
Switzerland.

This is a gift of unparalleled
generosity. Mr. Daniel’s support for
education and medical care is a
humanitarian statement of great
significance to the people of Lebanon
and the Arab world. Mr. Daniel has
told us, "I am humbled to have the
opportunity to reinforce our family’'s
long history with this academic pillar
in the Levant. | wish the AUBMC
2020 Vision continued success under
the capable leadership of (Vice
President for Medical Affairs) Dr.
Mohamed Sayegh.”

In recognition of his gift to the
AUBMC 2020 Vision, AUB will name
a major new medical building in
honor of Mr. Daniel's parents.
Scheduled to open in 2016, it will be
known as the “ Halim and Aida
Daniel Academic and Clinical
Center.”

This 14-story facility will be the
most modern medical building in
Lebanon, and will house both
outpatient centers as well as major
academic centers for teaching and
clinical research. There will also be
an outpatient day surgery, a
simulation center for education, and
a ground floor exhibition area and
conference room bearing the name

Al-Monitor. **
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The greatest discovery of my generation is that human beings can alter
their lives by altering their attitudes of mind.” Lee lacocca
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Awards

Australia-RAA Driving
Force Leadership
Award

Suzanne Mashtoub Abimosleh

of Hillcrest AGE 23 Ol gd) gl ) A

Suzanne is a PhD student at The . . .
University of Adelaide. She is Lalic GJN\ “3
. . . 9 =
researching the application of Emu Oil

for the treatment of acute inflammatory C)h“"d‘ JJJ &‘J:‘.')

bowel disease. Suzanne has made .
national and international presentations p p . s o
and her work has been published. She (,,-5a dwu sda"ﬁ‘ (.-,5A

organizes events during National

“ e . < .
Science Week and is an executive Jﬂ-“‘j ,UEJ @Jﬂ‘

committee member of the Young " .
Australian Lebanese Association. She is 4_.u'p C)LJM GA
Chairperson of the Young Druze -
Professionals of SA and is also on the
Multicultural Education Advisory
Committee.

“Leadership is not magnetic
personality—that can just as well
Be a glib tongue. It is not “making
friends and influencing people”—that is (&) 593 2aal (p (Ao ¢ 8 and il - Jhal) oY ga 1 padY)
flattery. Leadership is lifting a person’s . o . .. .
el dala . B9} 8l o addl) : )
vision to high sights, the raising of a (€) rapail 2ala &y ana o) (oY o O e
person’s performance to a higher (&) SR G g O dava &) 3 (Y Gl - ALKl (6Y ga 2 jiuad)
standard, the building of a personality (6) 6 Al ol 31 25 Al i ¥ il - ) ¥ 50 103,90

beyond its normal limitations.” ) ‘
(&) "Mirall! jsgdiall B gand) daa) G A Gpual) gl Gpal) elgal GBI AU oY ga 1)

sagda (uadlf dand

—Peter Drucker
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GOLAN HEIGHTS

Amali Kadmani

A leader of the women's movement in the occupied Golan

Amali is from the town of Majdal Shams, she along with a group of intellectuals started "the first
feminist movement based in the occupied Golan in 1982, its goal to care for a new generation
with attention to women's Affairs and their role. With a group of women they were able to open
the crossing “Kenitra” which allowed people in the Golan to communicate with their parents and
relatives in their homeland. Despite the difficult conditions that prevented her from completing
high school and beyond, she has worked hard to become highly educated and has completed
many writings on political and social life, literature, poetry, prose. She is the wife of Ahmed Ali
Al-Kadmani, the father of the national movement in the occupied Golan. She was subjected to
physical abuse during clashes with Israeli soldiers in a conflict to refuse Israeli citizenship in
1982, Israeli forces prevented her from leaving the Golan.

(Continued from page 20)
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Every citizen of the
occupied Syrian Golan
Heights tempted to take
on Israeli citizenship puts
aside the dignity and the
honor of our national
security along with our
religion and our traditions
and is considered a traitor
to our country.

We have come to an
irreversible decision:
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Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine is prepared as a service to the Druze community Worldwide & may contain advice, opinions, &
statements of various information providers. Al Fajr The Dawn makes no warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information disclosed. The opinions of the authors expressed herein do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the Editor. Please see our website www.Druzeworldwide.com for further information and full disclaimer.

We are continually faced by great opportunities brilliantly disguised as m
unsolvable problems.” Lee lacocca



V 8.3, ISSUE 20 -

L“,a'l.a.«bﬂ\ @b.a
alaall ., A il Al jale
a pld gl Feaad)
&) danay b A, sl
bl ¢ gally Ly al g ciliabua
afde o il cilha) L2 Al )
el o g (pa JB g Lgole 388
&) A Ll Wil ) 4di
Oa i A 4l ala)
(oo gedia (g AR Lg), Adlds
Rl G Jay Jdal) e ol
AR (e g sl Ay gaad B 5
) b g1y 1) il 58
il Sl A8l b (g g
B oS Ladie )l gil) gy
1R Jglad.., 0 a8 (e (i psind)
Oy Maia Lale (pilall) Jhatl
UJ\ 2\3&\}\19)“154:\*34.43)5
> A8 Al 8 g Lellay dgaal
ill.... 1983 ale Lidl) ji&
laall fadd) gl e daa
Sl

EMAIL: DRUZE@QDRUZEWORLDWIDE.COM

P U8 b ARdaY) Clhay 3
W gy g RIS L (s 9
LA A uf-ba\ MJ

MJ‘MAJ&SJ\HJAJJ‘MM&M O adalion 3 g2y
. dslaad o) A8

*

L

Sr. Rafic Ajaje Chaar
1937—2014

A Associagao Comercial de Ubatuba expressa seu profundo pesar pelo
falecimento do Sr. RAFIC AJAJE CHAAR, ocorrido no ultimo sabado, 22, aos
77 anos.

Sr. Rafic, proprietario do Quiosque Cantao, empresario engajado, que muito
contribuiu com a cidade de Ubatuba e a nossa entidade. Com certeza, fez a
diferenga em Ubatuba e por todos os lugares que passou. Fica aqui nosso
sentimento sincero para toda sua familia, Sra. Hasna e os filhos Anuar, Hicham e
Nuna.

We are saddened to hear the news about the passing of a Druze Hero MR.
RAFIC AJAJE CHAAR , he worked hard for our Druze Society in Brazil, his
adopted Country and left a mark in its history. He was very active in all that
concerns our Druze Society Worldwide. Allow us to express our deepest
condolences, love and respect to the Family and our Beloved Community in
Brazil.

Sl J sl a3y (30 oS5 el Al pmal 5 4] U5 40 U
Sincerely, Shauki & Sarah Halime
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benches and gentle fountains. This was a .
place designed for a king who knew how

to livel

In all the reception halls and the|’

rooms of the harem area are inscription
on the walls,
reminders of the true values. "An hour of

justice is worth a thousand hours of

prayer," says one. "Fear God, and you will

begin to be wise." declares another. Emir [&

Bashir was known far and wide for his

just dealings with all men, regardless of
station.

their Bashir in fact was a

remarkable man-as the man who built
Beiteddine would have to be. A
contemporary traveler, who knew him
well and stayed here a good deal, wrote
of his "Bashir was baptized a Christian;
he lives like Turk; and he will die like a
Druze.". This was quite a compliment, for
it meant that Bashir had managed to
combine in himself the interests of all
members of the community at the time
Stories about his personal courage and
strength of character are legion. He
managed to include at Beiteddine

place of worship for the third great®:

Lebanese
Druzes.

religious community,

the =

most of them gentle| "

The Baths are perhaps the single
most famous part of the palace of
Beiteddine. They are patterned after the
old Roman fashion. You pass from cold
rooms to rooms that get hotter and hotter
and steamier rooms where masseurs
knead the dirt out and rooms where the
sweat pours of you. The baths are still in
working order, although they are not
normally__
operating. You can I-'
walk through the
different  rooms,
however, and you
may be intrigued
to notice that they
are lit by small
semicircular
windows set into
the domed

ceilings.

Y -+

In 1822 the
Ottoman wali of Damascus went to war
with  Acre, which was allied with
Muhammad Ali, the pasha of Egypt. As
part of this conflict one of the most
remembered massacres of Maronite
Christians by Druze forces occurred,
forces that were aligned with the wali of
Damascus. Jumblatt represented the
increasingly disaffected Druze, who were
both shut out from official power and

Tt e g SOV TR = Pl

. legacy is the Beit eddine Castle. <
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Maronites by Bashir Il.

Bashir Il was overthrown as Emir
when he backed Acre, and fled to Egypt,
later to return and organize an army.
Jumblatt gathered the Druze factions,
and the war became sectarian in
character: the Maronites backing Bashir
I, the Druze backing Bashir Jumblatt.

Bashir Il, who had come to power
through local politics and nearly fallen
from power because of his increasing
detachment from them, reached out for
allies, allies who
looked on the
entire area as
“the Orient” and
who could

provide trade,
weapons  and
money, without

requiring fealty
and without, it =
seemed, being
drawn into
endless internal

squabbles.

Trying to obtain greater degree of
autonomy he supported Muhammad Ali's
rise against the Ottoman Empire and
allied with Ali's son Ibrahim Pasha who
occupied Syria on his father's behalf.

This way United Kingdom's and
Austrian interests were threatened, so in
1840 they both helped the Ottomans to
drive Ibrahim Pasha from Syria. Bashir
was captured and sent into exile to Malta
then to Constantinople, where he would

_ later die. Bashir played a very important
, role in the modernization and emergence

of Modern Lebanon and the Arabic
Renaissance movement. His enduring

B

“I have come to accept that the life of a frontrunn

er is a hard one. That he will suffer

more injuries than most men and many of these injuries will not be accidental” Pele
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YOoU TELL US....

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Dear Mr. Halime,

This email is just to thank you for
all the effort you have put into the
ADS Community. | and lots of
Druze will Thank you again, Keep it

up.
With Best Regards,

Bashir Rafeh & Rima Sam Rafeh
& Hadia Mizher Rafeh & Jumana

OKLAHOMA, USA

Only if people know how much
time, effort and money goes into
producing Al Fajr. Thank you and
Sarah for giving us a way to stay
connected with other Druze from
all over the world. You are like a
candle that is willing to burn in
order to give us light. THANK YOU.

Ameen Halabi

ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA

Thanks for a great read. | really
enjoy connecting to Druze around
the World by reading your
Magazine online. Keep up the
great work.

Nada Andary

ALBERTA, CANADA

Dear Mr and Mrs Halime,

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, USA

"y g Chlalaall dday Cuwd U

Thank you dear friends for uniting ;\..\;A.“ Cm m dlagall ZHM‘-AJSQ-\S‘

our people in North America first
and the rest of Druze all over the
world eventually. | for one cannot
state my appreciation to my
hometown (brother), the
importance of your magazine and
the education we received from
reading all the valuable
publications from all the
professional and experts on many
topics and to do all of this from the
goodness of your heart make feel

so proud to be among your friends.

Nabil Chehayeb

AMMAN, JORDAN

Dear Shauki

Stunning work and a great idea for
unification of the Druze all over the
world.

I hope the good work continues
and good luck. Thank you.

Sincerely

Baraa AlBassar

BEIRUT, LEBANON
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Nasser Nakour

"My grandfather once told
me that there were two
kinds of people: those who
do the work and those who
take the credit. He told me
to try to be in the first
group; there was much less
competition."

What’s Your Thoughts?

Please send your comments to:

Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please include your name, address,
(including Country) and phone number.

Comments chosen for publication may
be edited for length, clarity, &content.

Also, connect with us online, at:

www.DruzeWorldwide.com

Druze Worldwide Facebook Group
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If you would like to receive notification when the next issue
of this Magazine is available online, please send us an email
to the address listed here or on the website, include your full
name, email address, & country in which you reside. This
magazine is primarily available on line though the website
www.Druzeworldwide.com or in print by special order only.

See website for ordering information & full disclaimer.

Publisher & Editor-In-Chief
Shauki Halime

E-mail:
Shauki@DruzeWorldwide.com

Please rest assured we will not share your email
address with anyone. This is a private email listing

Website: which is not shared publicly or sold to anyone.

www.DruzeWorldWide.com Please be sure to add DruzeWorldWide.com to your safe

list in order to receive our emails directly. Thank you.
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What we are about ...

those elements
which have defined

to make a difference and create an identifiable
culture that will be impossible for anyone to

This complimentary Druze
Magazine is a non-political

BAVEE INTIRSATISNAL MAGATIND

T L

communication vehicle for the
Druze community worldwide. It
is our pleasure to be part of
globally connecting our diverse
Druze societies with one another.

With our common roots we
have flourished & now reside in

every country around the world. B g

In an effort to keep our
uniqueness & traditions in a fast
paced and changing world; we

need to maintain a method to

transcend the for

conformity.

requests

We have the ability to share
our unique culture & customs in a

very accessible cyber world while
maintaining the efforts required to preserve

our past, & bring it's
relevance &
significance to our
future generations.

This magazine is
an attempt to stem
the tide and assist
with the evolution of
our culture, as the

world  will  surely
dilute us if we are
unable to define

ourselves in a
manner that will
uphold our unique
destiny into the 21°
century.

We are at The Dawn (Al-Fajr) of our time

extinguish. We want to hear from everyone
on their ideas and thoughts.

We have the widest Druze network
available & the magazine is posted on the
www.DruzeWorldwide.com website for it to
be accessible around the globe for all to
read & enjoy. It is also supported through
social media websites such as Druze
Worldwide Group on Facebook and others.

Everyone is welcome to submit an article
or opinion for publication consideration. All
ages are included & encouraged. We reserve
the right to review, edit, accept or decline
articles as well as revise for clarity, content &
space.

Until the very exciting next issue,
wishing the best to everyone!!

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine is prepared as a free service to the Druze community Worldwide & may contain advice, opinions, &
statements of various information providers. Al Fajr The Dawn makes no warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information disclosed. The opinions of the authors expressed herein do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the Editor. Articles are always welcomed & can be emailed directly as noted above. Please see our website

www.Druzeworldwide.com for further information and full disclaimer.

Reproduction of any part of this publication requires permission from the Editor. © 2014
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Destiny is not a matter of chance; it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to
be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved!
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www.DruzeWorldwide.com

Home of:

Al Fajr The Dawn Druze International Magazine

E-mail: Druze@DruzeWorldwide.com



