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T  o establish and manage a permanently endowed institution to advance the development of a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of the religious and cultural heritage of the Druze 

people, and to preserve and enhance the Druze faith and traditions within the Druze communities in 
the United States. 
 

T  o provide an institutional structure through which the American Druze may participate in 
diverse inter-faith activities and programs, and may share the richness of Druze values and 

traditions with other religious and cultural organizations. 
 

T  o create and support comprehensive publishing, scholarship and research programs meeting 
high academic standards for the purpose of expanding the base of contemporary English 

language educational materials and publications concerning the Druze currently available. 
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American Druze Foundation 
Mission & Goals 

 

The American Druze Foundation (ADF) was established in 1989 with a vision for the Druze Society 

and has accomplished much. It has grown through lessons of experience and hard work by Board members 

and many supporters.  

 

Its major goals are to preserve and promote the Druze heritage and ensure its future, the Foundation 

continues to support scholarly work to:  

 

ē Further explore the roots of the Tawhid faith. 

ē Explore the development of the syncretic Druze Tawhid path (Maslak).  

ē Follow the evolution of the community and its Diaspora and how it 

faces the challenges of modernity.  

 

The Foundation continues in its efforts to engage the youth and address their concerns and 

aspirations, and encourage their involvement. The ADF maintains its sponsorship of a series of lectures to 

enhance among our youth, their understanding of the various aspects of our Tawhid heritage, and help 

develop a sense of pride in being part of the people of Al Ourfan (People of Knowledge), and of Ahl Al Mithaq 

(the people of the covenant) that consider religion a way of life, not a dogma. 

 

The ADF also continues to focus on promoting the history of Tawhid, its spiritual, human, and social 

justice values of equality between men and women, respect of science and reason and respect of the belief of 

others; along with Tawhidôs compatibility with modernity. The Foundationôs future efforts would continue in the 

same path and will also focus on its institution building and on sponsoring fundraising events to enhance its 

capabilities to better serve the American communities.  
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Non Voting Trustees: 

 The President of the American Druze Society (ADS) 

 The Chairman of the Druze Council of North America 

 

Former Chairmen:  
 Mr. Jack Hamady, Founding Chairman 

 Mr. Jim Sams 

 Dr. Anis Obeid, M.D. 

 Mr. Ghassan Saab, Eng. 
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American Druze Foundation 
Board of Trustees 

Emeritus Trustees:  

 

 

Chairman 
Dr. Melhem D. Salman, PhD 

Washington, D.C. 
Vice Chairman 

Dr. Ali Alley, M.D.  
Pennsylvania  

   

Secretary 
Dr. Rayyan Ameen, PhD  

Texas 

Chairman of CORA 
Dr. Anis Obeid, M.D.  

New York 

Treasurer 
Mr. Peter Hamady 

California 

        

Mr. Riad Al-Awar 

Michigan 

Mr. Walid Harb 

 Virginia 

Mr. Ghassan Saab 

Michigan 

Mrs. Manal Saab 

Michigan 

Mr. Kamal  

Shouhayeb 

Michigan 

Dr. Dima Suki, 

PhD 

Texas 

Mr. Mounir  

Zaineldeen 

Texas 

Mr. Fadi Zuhayri 

Oregon 

  

Mr. Casey Kasem Dr. Abdallah Najjar, PhD 

 

Dr. Nadim Kassem, M.D. 

 

Mr. Salim Israwi 
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Mrs. Salimi Joseph Azzam 

Mr. Naji Jurdi, PhD 

Dr. Galeb Maher, PhD 

Mr. Kamal Najjar 

Mr. Rafic Rasamny 

Dr. Salah Salman, M.D. 

Mr. Jim Sams 

Former Trustees: 
 Dr. Sami Abdul Baki, PhD 

 Mrs. Amal Abu Shakra, PhD 

 Mr. Zaid Alameddine 

 Mr. Ajaj Andary 

 Mr. Rabih Aridi, PhD 

 Mr. Aristo Hatoum 

 Mr. Samah Helal 
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Endowment 
The American Druze Foundation (ADF) has established 

an asset portfolio with a current value of over $1 

million. The majority of the contributions made to the 

ADF come from its board members, along with public 

support and investment appreciation making up the 

difference.  

 

 

American Druze Community Events  
Seminars and Publications: Throughout the years the 

ADF has participated through some of its board 

members and has invited several renowned Scholars 

and religious authorities to participate in panels and 

seminars held at various community events nationwide. 

Topics covered included history, ethnicity and identity, 

philosophy, anthropology, religion, human rights, 

modernity, and interfaith dialogue. The ADF has made 

significant literary and financial contributions for 

community publications, including ñOur Heritageò ï the 

American Druze Society periodical. 

 

 

Cultural Events: As part of its commitment to 

promoting art and culture that help in understanding our 

heritage, the ADF co-sponsored with Arab American 

organizations and academic institutions a piano concert 

performed by the acclaimed artist Diana Takieddine in 

Washington D.C. ADF also sponsored a major concert 

performance by the orchestra of the Lebanese 

conservatory (Conservatoire National Du Liban), at the 

UNESCO Palace in Beirut, celebrating the 

achievements of the legendary Arabic musicians Farid 

and Asmahan Al-Atrash. The Foundation also 

supported the production of videotapes and music CDs 

of the Al-Atrash concert. Moreover, an exhibit of rare 

Druze manuscripts was organized at the Library of 

Congress as part of the 2008 International Symposium 

on the roots and development of the Druze Tawhid 

heritage. 
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American Druze Foundation 
Achievements 

American Druze Cultural Centers 
The ADF has contributed to the funding & the 

establishment of a number of American Druze Cultural 

community centers across the nation, including 

Southern California, Michigan & Virginia. These 

cultural centers help strengthen ties within the 

community & enable us to preserve & share the 

richness of our values & traditions within the 

framework of our culture. 

 

Scholarly Research 
The ADF supported the research & publication of Dr. 

Anis Obeid in his book ñThe Druze & Their Faith in 

Tawhid,ò an informed & thorough treatment of Druze 

History & beliefs. The ADF has also supported & 

helped sponsor academic events to enhance Druze 

research studies. These events were held at various 

universities including UCLA & San Diego State 

University. In February of 2008, the ADF co-

sponsored an International Symposium with the US 

Library of Congress & its think Tank, the Kluge center, 

addressing the roots of the Druze Tawhid & the 

challenges of modernity. It is presently undergoing 

research to publish a book about ñDruze Americans in 

the 20th Century.ò 

 

Educational Funds 
The Zaineldeen Educational Fund ï An ADF owned 

fund, has provided support to female graduate 

students specializing in areas that enhance better 

knowledge & understanding of our roots & values & 

equip them to meet the challenges of modernity. 

 
Youth Annual Awards 
We are in the process of establishing an annual youth 

Awards competition in collaboration with the American 

Druze Society. Its aim is to encourage community 

involvement among young, male & female members of 

the community. 
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O n Friday July 3, 2009 the ADF 

honored the distinguished Dr. 

Abdullah E. Najjar at the Annual 

Druze convention Hosted by the Washington, DC 

Chapter.  It was an uplifting and emotional 

evening, the love the community has for the 

outstanding lifetime achievements of Dr. Najjar, 

it is an honor to know this humble gentleman.   

Dr. Melhem Salman opened the evening with 

a wonderful tribute & presented Dr. Najjar ñThe 

Patriarchò with an engraved Silver  Plaque with 

a beautiful and eloquent message, it included 

A
F

    D
r. N

a
jja

r H
o

n
o

re
d

 b
y

 A
D

F
 

American Druze Foundation  

Proudly Honors  

Dr. Abdallah E. Najjar  

two Arabic words - TAQDIR (appreciation) & 

WAFAA (being faithful).   

M a n y 

others also 

spoke & 

gave tribute 

t o  D r . 

Najjar.  Dr. 

Anis Obeid 

wrote a 

s p e c i a l 

poem in 

honor of Dr. 

Najjar and 

presented it 

t o  h i m 

(included in 

this report).  

Dr. Nadim Kassem, Mr. Ray Helal, Mr. 

Ghassan Saab, and Mrs. Manal Saab also 

gave moving speeches in regards to Dr. Najjar 

& his life dedicated to the Tawhid way of life.  

Dr. Najjar, forever humble, remarked ñI hope to 

be able to measure up to the kind words the 

speakers articulated and hope to continue my 

service as an Arab-American and as a 

Mouwahid.ò 

ñTHE PATRIARCHò as written by Dr. 

Melhem Salman.  ñDr. Najjarôs pride, 

commitment and devotion to his Arab, 
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Dr. Melhem Salman presents Plaque to Dr. Najjar 
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Lebanese and Tawheed 

roots helped him ignite 

within the community, 

men and women, young 

and old, a fire of love, 

solidarity, and a deep 

spirit of commitment to the 

groupôs welfare.  His 

efforts towards progress 

are everlasting. He is a 

true modern Muwahhid 

catalyst leader who leads 

by example.  His 

pioneering leadership and 

multifaceted decades of 

generous spiritual and 

earthly contributions not to 

mention his tenacity, have 

been a light of hope and an example to follow.ò  

ñLike Fakhreddine, the symbol of the Maani 

Lebanon, Dr. Najjar continues to promote his 

deep solid roots, and like the oak tree that 

expands it branches towards its world, he 

continues to expand his love, wisdom, mind, and 

hand to his American, Arab, 

and Lebanese communities 

in his adopted country, the 

United States of America, a 

country that he served with 

distinction, overseas and 

locally.ñ 

     ñIndeed Dr. Najjar has 

developed an exceptional 

track record, and he did it 

not out of his Tawheed 

roots and valuesé.but 

because of them.  He fought 

and continues to fight introversion, feudalism, & 

parochialism, and always practiced truthfulness 

A
F

   D
r. N

a
jja

r H
o

n
o

re
d

 b
y

 A
D

F
 

and provided leadership 

& protection of the 

brothers and sisters.  To 

h i m ,  T a w h e e d 

particularism holds within 

it a responsibility to be a 

better catalyst, work 

h a r d e r  t o  s e e k 

knowledge and share it, 

and practice general 

goodness.  He took that 

responsibility oné.ò 

     ñWe all know no man 

c a n  r e a c h  s u c h 

achievement without the 

support of a special wife 

and life companion, Gerri, 

and a loving family, Mark, Alan, and Omar.ò 

Abdallah E. Najjar, PhD, has had a 

distinguished career along with years of service 

to his community.  He is a retired U.S. Public 

H e a l t h 

S e r v i c e 

Official and a 

World War II 

veteran.  He 

received his 

h i g h e r 

education at 

the American 

University of 

B e i r u t , 

C o n c o r d 

U n i v e r s i t y , 

Athens WV, 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 

the Universities of Teheran and Ain Shams.   

Dr. Najjar capped his 31 year career in 

disease control & prevention at the U.S. 

Dr. Najjar  
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Mr. Ghassan Saab  

congratulates Dr. Najjar 

Mr. Ray Helal 

Mr. Shauki Halime with Dr. Abdullah Najjar 

and  his lovely wife Gerri. 
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Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta 

Georgia, where he established and directed 

the Office of International Services.   

Dr. Najjar published articles and book 

chapters on malaria epidemics in Ethiopia, on 

parasite resistance to anti malaria drugs, on 

malaria eradication progress in India, and  

others.   

     Being a member 

of the Druze minority 

of the Middle East, 

he conducted research 

and authored several 

publications on Druze 

theology, ethics and 

moral code.   

     Dr. Najjar is the 

recipient of many 

awards, including Honor 

Award of the Republic of 

Egypt; American Druze 

Society National Award; 

Outstanding Kiwanian of 

the Year; Commander of the Disabled American 

Veterans; ADC Life Time Achievement Award; 

Recognition Award for public health service from 

the Shah of Iran, 1953; Recognition Award for 

public health service from Emperor Haile 

Selassie, Ethiopia, 1959; 

Founding Member, Committee 

on Religious Affairs (CORA) of 

the American Druze Society, 

1970; Recognition Award for 

public health service from 

Emir of Kuwait, 1977; 

Cha i rman,  membersh ip 

committee, American Society 

of Tropical Medicine and 

PA G E  7  SP E C I A L  R E P O R T -  JU L Y  2 0 0 9 
A

F
   D

r. N
a

jja
r H

o
n

o
re

d
 b

y
 A

D
F

 

Dr. Najjar  

Dr. Nadim Kassam 

Hygiene, 1978; 

Personalities of the 

South, American 

B i o g r a p h i c a l 

Institute, 1978; 

F o u n d e r , 

commi t t ee  on 

Charitable Affairs, 

American Druze 

Society, 1979; Who 

i s  W h o  i n 

Government, 1979; 

Member, board of trustees, Druze Foundation 

for Social Welfare (DFSW) 

1980, Treasurer, American 

Druze Foundation, 1989; 

President, Arab  American 

Fund of Georgia Inc. 1990; 

Medal of Honor, American 

Druze Society, 1996; 

Envoy, Olympic Games, 

1996; Helped establish the 

Al i f  Inst i tute as a 

committee of the AAFGA, 

2001; George Hixon Award 

of Kiwanis International, 

2004; Founder Council of 

Elders, ADS, 1979; and 

Honorary Dean, Arab American Community of 

Georgia. l 

Dr. Anis Obeid  presents Poem 
& congratulates Dr. Najjar 

Mrs. Manal Saab  

www.DruzeWorldwide.com ð  HOME OF AL FAJR THE DAWN DRUZE INTERNATIONAL MAGAZINE  



 

 

A
F

   D
r. N

a
jja

r H
o

n
o

re
d

 b
y

 A
D

F
 

A  Poem  in  Honor  of 

Dr. Abdullah Najjar 
By :  Dr. Anis Obeid 

Dr. Najjar  
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